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Print Your Favourite Memories Instantly 

Don't let treasured moments stay hidden in your smartphone. 

Print it out and bring it to life Choose your best moments to edit, 
print and share whenever and wherever with the LG Pocket Photo. 


Made For Your Lifestyle 

« Easy Corinection wvith Bltietooth and NFC • Smart Editing & Sharing 

« Sleek Design and Compact Size at just 20cm slim * Stylish accessories available 


Pocket phot^y 

Simple, Stylish, 

Smart Mobile Printer 
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Compatible with Android ven 2.2{Ffoyo) 
/iOS ver. 5.1/ Window Phone B and above 



Available at selected stores of Best Denki Challengei; COURISi, Gain CiQi; Harvey Normar% Mega Otscoont Scor^ Mustaf^ Newstcad^ Parisilk and ^^lore. 
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March is always an exciting time in the gadget world, 
BWy because that’s when products from CES’ controlled 
chaos start becoming available for retail. This year, we 
^■^■1 also had the privilege of actually interviewing key 
executives during the show as well, with our online editor Tein 
Hee Seow making the trip down to Vegas, so it was that much 
more hectic for us. Judging by what we say it seems once again 
to be the year of the Wearable so flip to see the best on show 
this year in our Wearable Tech Awards on p84. Incidentally 2015 
happens to be the year Marty McFly time travels to in Back to 
the Future ll’s flying DeLorean, and while we don’t think we’ll be 
seeing actual flying cars this year (or even hoverboards), the cars 
in our cover story this month sure come close. Check out the 
zero-emission, self-driving, laser headllght-eguipped, gesture- 
controlled supercars that are part of the Future of Driving on 
p54. Finally if you’ve ever sat around on a weekend lamenting 
that there’s nothing to do in Singapore, we’ve got news for you - 
you just haven’t been looking. See what we’ve managed to find 
so far in our Stuff to do feature on p91. Keep Marching on! o 
Melvin Tang, Editor/ melvin.tang@haymarket.com / @melvinstuff 
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Sometimes you have to dress up 




5 - 7 DAYS BAHERY LIFE 
CUSTOMISABLE FACES 
SOM WATER RESISTANT 
APRS 

NOTIFICATION 


3 FREE PEBBLE 

APP 


pebble.sg 
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HOT STUFF 


S ) The Hot Six 
LG G Flex 2 

• Parrot Exom 
Sony Walkman ZX2 
MSIGT80 

• Garmin Epix 
■ : Invoxia Triby 
Vital Stats FujifilmX-A2 
A young gun for big shots 
Icon B&O BeoSound Moment 
Let Bang & Olufsen choose your music for you 
I made this Alex Garland 
The director of Ex Mochino talks Ai and Ava 
Gigapixel Whirlybird's-eye-view 
Daring aeriai snaps taken from a chopper 
Vital stats Samsung ATIV One 7 Curved 
One curvaceousiy immersive desktop PC 
Games 

Tache up for our preview of The Order: 1886 

Apps 

Piay Star IVorsthen catch a radio show 

Best of... GoPro accessories 

Extra kit for aii your gnariy camera action 

Vital stats Gogoro Scooter 

An eiectric scooter,,, but wait, give it a chance! 

Opinion The truth about actions per minute 

Why proper gear for gaming matters 

Opinion Experiencing the future 

Thoughts from the show f ioor at CES 2015 

Our month 

Aii the techy scrapes we’ve got ourseives into 

Your month 

What you need to make time for in March 




TESTS 


72 First test Asus ROG G751 

The Godziiia of gaming iaptops 

74 First test Sony A7 Mark II 

Fuii frame sensibiiity in a compact body 

76 .. Stuff-approved apps for... 

,,,armchair travei and Earthmiie treats 

79 Tested Sony SmartWatch 3 

The iatest wristwear smarts reviewed 

78 First test Razer Leviathan 

The beiiow of the beast 

80 First test Samsung NX 1 

Aii the right stuff in aii the right pieces 

82 F = ttist Alienware Alpha 

A serious PC with consoie-siaying ambitions 

11 5 Group test Affordable earbuds 

The simpiest upgrade for a new phone is a 
good set of buds, and they needn't be pricey 
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Intel, the Intel Logo, Intel In^e, Intel Cora, and Core Inside ana trademarks of Intel Corporalion in the U.$. 
and/or other countries. * ^ 
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Intel® Core™ i7 Processor. 

Explore new ways to learn and stay connected 
with Intel Inside®. 

MECHANICAL BLACKIC KEYBOARD CHERRY MX SWITCH MXM SLI GRAPHICS SHIFT 
SUPER SAID 3 COOLER BOOST 3 AUDIO BOOST 2 
KILLER DOUBLE SHOOT PRO STEaSERIES ENGINE XSPUT GAMECASTER 
STEaSERIES KEYBOARD DYNAUDIO MATRIX DISPLAY 


inO) 


inside"' 

C0RE17 


start From: $5,799 
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The future of driving 

Seawater-powered self-driving motors 
and gesture-controlled personal taxis: 
the cars of tomorrow are coming for you 

Wearabie tech awards 

Fresh off the plane from Vegas, these are 
Stuffs lop len wearable gadgets from CES 

Stuff to do 


If you think Singapore's boring, think again 

The podcast renaissance 

Flave you been hooked by real-life thriller 
Ser/o/yet? Fleadphones at the ready,,, 

Design inspired by nature 

When gadget designers take their cue from 
the prettier bits of the natural world 


Media hoard 

The latest films, music and books reviewed 

(13^ Next big thing? Forensic hoiodecks 

If Jury service involves an Oculus, count us in 


120 Beta yourself Eiectronic music 

Making your own beats is now much more 
thanjust saying ‘un-tsh, un-tsh’ repeatedly 

122 Playlbt Techumentaries 

Stop watching Come Dine With Me and treat 
your brain to a techy documentary instead 

124 Sificr geek Macro photography 

Stuff, tv editor Marc McLaren explains why 
he likes taking snaps of very small things 

126 S-mlmitie hacks if nothing eise, at ieast... 

• Liven up your wallpapers • Turn a lamp 
into an iPad mount # Master your Gmail 



Been away for a 
while? There are 
three more Stuff 
Top 10s nowadays: 
Games machines. 
Wearable tech and 
Connected home. 
Check them out 
from p127 




OUR PRICES 

Prices in Hot Stuff 
are RRPs. Prices in 
features, tests and 
Top 10s are the best 
we could find from 
a reputable online 
retailer at the time 
of going to print. 
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FLEXY, 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT YOU^S 
SO FLEXY 

LG G Flex 2 


Last year saw the introduction of two 
bendy phones. Thef irst, the LG Fiex, 
curved on purpose. The second, the 
iPhone 6 Pius, curved when f retf ui 
fanboys took their frustrations out on it. 
Are bananaphones in fashion, then? With 
the new G Fiex 2, they might weii be. Its 
f iexibie Piastic OLED (POLED) dispiay is 
now 1080p, but siightiy smaiier at 5.5in. 
It’s comfortable in the hand, it’s resistant 
to drop damage and its rear panei even 
repairs itseif when scratched, but it’s not 
Just tough on the outside. It’s also the first 
phone we’ve seen with Quaicomm’s 
hiiariousiy powerf ui 64-bit Snapdragon 
810 processor, backed up by a hefty 3GB 
of RAM. Add 32GB of expandabie storage 
and Android Loiiipop, and here’s a phone 
you’ii want to bend repeatediy. 

your yoga face 



38 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANETTECH 


LG has a new 
spin pattern 
finish for the 
M GFiex2’srear 
cover: faint 

concentric circies that catch 
the iight as it moves. It iooks 
fantastic in the Fiamenco 
Red coiour t hat we got to 
try - a deep two-tone 
giossy red reminiscent 
of a dassic Gibson. Even 
without its banana-iike 
form factor, it wouid be 
a stunning phone. 

Looks aren’t worth a 
jot without ergonomics, 


however. The curve and r- On paper, the GFiex’s 

iower 152g weight make OLED screen is not as 

thephonefeeinaturaiinthe , sharp as that of its LG G3 
hand and easy to grip. It’s stablemate. In practice it’s 

not notabiy f iexy uniess you pienty crispy, and without 

put a bit of effort in, which having both devices you’d 

feeisrighttous. struggie to miss the extra 

The seif-heaiing rear panei h pixeiage.Biacksare 
of thef irst G Fiex has been deiiciousiy deep , coiours 

improved. LG teiis us that are vibrant, and viewing 

minor scratches wiii now angies hoid up weii. 

disappear in ten seconds, i; From the brief time that 

as opposed to three minutes, we’ve spent with it, the LG 

and we can confirm this. The G Fiex 2 definiteiy warrants 

cover itseif can be repiaced, a more in-depth iook - 

buttheSOOOmAh battery ^ which we’ii bring you as 
isnon-removabie. soon as we can. 


Hands-on 
with the 
G Flex 2 

ESAT 

DEOEZADE 

@EsatDedezade 


www.stuff.tv 8 


ooo^ 


TUFF 



APPAI 

HEAD-TURNER 

Parrot Exom by Sensefly 


Humans have learned a lot from nature: 
legs point In the direction of the floor, 
for example. The Exom quadcopter photo 
drone also borrows from homo sapiens’ 
huge list of observations by having 
distinct head and body sections. The body 
and wings can waggle with the wind, but 
the head remains level and stabilised. This 
ensures that It can make the most of Its 
various senses: hIgh-res still photos, HD 
video and thermal cameras, all capable of 
working simultaneously. The engineers 
at Sensefly - acquired but not fully 
subsumed by Parrot - didn’t do all this 
natural extraction for a$40 laugh, though. 
The Exom will be a serious drone aimed 
at commercial or Industrial work, with 
a serious price to match. 

As hot as... your walking wiggle 
$tba/ parrot.com 
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Sony Walkman ZX2 

Having (barely) recovered from the blow 
of losing the iPod Classic, we’re finding 
solace in a device bearing the trusty 
Walkman brand. The ZX2 is a satisfyingly 
chunky piece of tech designed to be the 
standalone high-res audio player that 
wandering audiophiles have been quietly 
clamouring for. It supports pretty much 
every high-res audio file type you care to 
name, up to 192kHz/24-bit quality, but if 
your collection contains some shamefully 
small files, fear not: it also has Sony’s DSEE 
HX tech for upscaling nasty noise to lovely 
music. There’s 128GB of internal memory, 
with another 128GB available via microSD. 
AfiiOi studio-quality sound on the bus 
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ATTACK ON TITAN 

MSI GT80 TITAN 

Mechanical keyboards have always been 
the weapon of choice for pro gamers and 
enthusiasts around the world, thanks to 
faster responsiveness that’s all the 
better to frag you with. They’re also really 
fun to press, so it was a pleasant surprise 
when MSI unveiled this behemoth of a 
gaming laptop with a built-in mechanical 
keyboard at CES 2015. It’s positively 
packed to the brim with power, including 
two GeForce GTX 980M GPUs in SLI, 
which explains its equally-eye-popping 
' price. There’s also a non-SLI version with 
just the one GPU for $4699, but if you’re 
already willing to shell out that much, you 
might as well go all the way. Hey, nobody 
ever complained about having graphics 
that were too awesome, right? 

As hot as... two GTX 980Ms at full power 
with no cooling 
$5799 / gamlng.msl.com 
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KNOW HILLS 
LIKE THE BACK 


Garmin Epix 

got the whole world In His hands, 
got the whole wide world in His hands.” 
Well, then, ask Him what the elevation of 
yonder ridge is, because we want to know 
if it’s going to be dangerous to attempt 
it before nightfall. He doesn’t know? 
Typical. Fortunate, then, that while we 
don’t have the whole world in our hands, 
we do have topographical maps of Europe 
on our wrist. This new flagship Garmin 
watch combines all of the multisport/ 
triathlon tricks of something like the 
Forerunner 920XT with the smartwatch 
snazziness of the Vivoactive and the GPS 
navigation of an Edge or Oregon handheld. 
It has a 1.4in colour touchscreen with 8GB 
of internal storage, plus Bluetooth for 
smartphone sync. So tell your mate with 
the big hands that the Epix could show 
him a thing or two about epic adventures. 
As hot as... the fiery pits of heii 
US$550 ($740) / garmin.com 


Read about more wearables 
we loved from Las Vegas’s 
CES in Stuffs first ever 
Wearable Tech Awards 
onp84 
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THE FRIDGE IS 
COOL AGAIN 


Invoxia Triby 

Whatever Wi-Fi router manufacturers 
might teii you, the true ‘hub’ of any home 
is of course the fridge. It’s often dei ved 
into on a pureiy specuiative basis, or whiie 
chatting, and it has traditionaiiy been the 
site for anaiogue message systems, such 
as passive-aggressive ‘reminders’. But 
why have a paper note when you can have 
an E Ink message? Why frown at 
someone’s request to take the bin out, 
when you can phone them using the 
Triby’s VoIP call functionality and discuss 
whose turn it is? And why not investigate 
how different condiments taste on coid 
pizza, whiie you’re at it? 

As hot ill that half-eaten curry 
U SS2*00 1 S27 ' / mvoA E.TCCwri 





Exdu«lv» IMatrlbutor THE WATCH BUREAU PTE LTD • Authofiassd Red Army Watches {Millenia Walk, Wlsma Atria* ATRIX, 

e-shop: www.redarmywatches^com) ■ Krasnaya (ION Ofchard) * International Wateh (People's Park ComplexJ » Walchll! {Great Wortd Clt^ * 
FOok Hlng Trading (Bras Basah Complex) * Watches of Switzerland (ytvodty) * The 1962 Yuen Loong Watch Shop (Parkway Parade) 
For enqtiJiy: lrifo0thewalchbureau.com 
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SELF-IE CONFIDENT 

Fujifiim X-A2 

Stba / fujifiim.com.sg 

Compact system cameras are getting better all the time, 
and Fujifilm’s new X-A2 is yet another prime example 


• It’s so easy 

Having tons of dials and manual controls 
on cameras is well and good for seasoned 
users, but newbies are more than likely to 
be intimidated tv them, let ^neput 
them to good use, That'S why the X-A2 
has got somethlrig for everyone, 
providingthe sanrte level of control whte 
still allowing beginnef users to Jump right 
InthroughtheuseofhbJltlveshootbTg 
modes. They dothls tvindudlngtwo 
Command Diaisfor easy fine tunlngof 
controls, and Advanced SR Auto mode 
which instantly assesses what's In frame 
and automatically selects thebest photo 
settingsfor it. Al you have tD do Is press 
the shutter buttoa 

• It’s focussedon i mportant 

With so many different klndsof 
autofocus on ttie camera, you "fl be sure to 
get sharp umagesof your subjea. Simply 
ate t^DetedloniUR 
arciK/lulU Target AF modes to dedde the 
optimal autofocus setting for your usage 
scenario , ari d snap away with your mind 
at ease. 

• It's better to dmtyou'self with 
^ alter to the t Hjrgeoning selfle craze 
that's gripped t he world In recent years, 
FujifltVs also ec]ulppedtheX-A2 witha 

1 ? b-d egnee tit Ing LCD monitof , so you can 
see exactly what you're shooting when 
indulging any narcl5Slstfctendendes.The 
camera even helpfully switches to Eye 
Detection AF mode when the screen is 
fully opened, locking In on your eyes 
automatically.Of course, If snot just for 
selfies -thetilting screen also mates 
shots from different an^ easier, 

• It’sgotanewoUHook 

The camera also comes with Fcjlfllm's 
Classic Chrome Rim Simulationmode, 
which instantly treats your triages wltha 
beautiful dra mat Ic effect for impnaved 
storytelling. Thaf S on topof several other 
Film SimulationandAdvancedFIters 
availabletoo,affDrdiiTguserswlthatonof 
creative options hterms Of Specialized 
1 0 0 ks a n d effects for their photos. Dont 
bother with those fnstagram filters, If 
anyone knowshowtosImUateflIm 
effects on photos. If S FuJIfllm with BO 
years of film devetopment expertise 
undertheirbelt. 
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B&O BEOSOUND MOMENT 


$4000 bang-otufsen.com 


Would you mind explaining 
what this is? 

Okey-dokey. But we'll start with 
what this Isn't. The BeoSound 
Moment Is not a speaker. You'll 
need one of Bang & Olufsen's 
wired or wireless active speaker 
systems to get it to put any noise 
in your noiseholes. What this is, 
though, is an 'intelligent' wireless 
music controller. It'll choose music 
- from your network-attached 
storage, from your mobile device 


or via Deezer's online service - and 
it'll play it. Intelligently. 

OK, ni bite. What's the 
'intelligent' story? 

It has 'PatternPlay', which B&O 
claims will learn what music or 
radio stations you play at certain 
times of day. Press that pretty 
wooden button on the controller 
and it should play something 
you're ready to hear. If not, 
you just lift it up - ta-daa, it's 


actually a tablety wotsit - and 
on the other side is a more 
conventional-looking aluminium 
control layout with a LCD screen. 
But there's more. 

More? 

More! On that LCD screen, you 
can display a Mood Wheel. The 
colours denote emotions. Touch a 
colour and you'll hear appropriately 
emotive music from your own 
collection; but slide an exploratory 


finger further out on the wheel 
and the Moment will go a-hunting 
on the internet for something 
new, surprising and/or horrifying. 
Either way, it's all a bit unique, 
which is what we'd expect from 
the Danish design dons. And 
what we'd want from a $4000 
spend - this is Big Daddy B&O, 
remember, not the relatively 
affordable headphone and 
Bluetooth speakers spin-off 
known as B&O Play. 



TOUCH A COLOUR 
ANDYOU'LLHEAR 
APPROPRIATELY 
EMOTIVE MUSIC 
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A is not for Apple 

SAMSUNG GALAXY A7 

Not in this case, anyway. The iatest in Samsung's ever 
expanding portfoiio of smartphones is the A series, 
with three modeis that aii pack siim metai unibody 
designs. Super AMOLED screens, and advanced seif ie 
features such as a 5MP front camera and reai-time 
photo retouching to satisfy any narcissistictendencies 
you may have.Toppingthe iine isthe Gaiaxy A7, with 
two quad-core processors and duai SiM capabiiity that 
give it serious smartphone chops as weii. 

$tba / samsung.com/sg 


Turn up the Tech 

AUDITTCOUPE 

There's a reason Tony Stark drives an Audi (except for that onetime in the 
Avengers) - they're high tech, iook sharp, and are expensive. Heck, if iron 
Man were a Transformer, he'd probabiy be an Audi, in town making its iocai 
debut atthe Singapore Motor Show recentiywasthethird-generation 
Audi TT Coupe, and it definiteiy doesn't disappoint, iooking better than 
eve r w hil e pron lis irg a mare ad varced driving exp erie ncr, 

5265.600 (Including COE) / audi.comS£ 
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STUFF PROMOTION 


TIHIN IS IN 


Work and play in one seamless package with 
ASUS’ Transformer Book Chi range of ultraportable convertibles 


In Chinese culture, “chi" is the life force that energises all of us - something that ASUS aims to 
emulate with their latest Transformer Book Chi products. With three incredibly thin models of 
differing sizes packing high levels of quality, versatility, and performance, there's bound to be a Chi 
to take care of your everyday needs. 

Leadingthe way is the CES 2015 Innovation Award-winning T300 Chi, the perfect companion 
for professionals with its crystal-clear 12.5in screen, outstanding performance, and energy 
efficiency. On the other hand, those seeking a good balance between screen size and portability 
can go for the lO.lin T100 Chi, which offers a potent mix of size and power with all day battery life. 


Roundingthings up nicely ist 




Power on the go 

The fact that they're packed with such a high 
ievei of specifications makes the Chi series' 
thinness aii the more impressive. That's aii 
thanks to power-efficient intei Atom 
processors in the T100 and T90 for 
uncompromised performance and battery iife, 
with the T300 Chi packing even more muscie 
thanks to an intei Core M processor. Aii Chi 
modeis aiso utiiise a faniess cooiing system, 
meaning they wiii run aimost compieteiy 
siientiy, especiaiiy when coupied with the 
fast-responding soiid-state storage that 
comes standard in aii three modeis. 

Quality on display 

User experiences on devices nowadays are 
iargeiy defined by the quaiity of the screen. And 
the Transformer Book Chi definiteiy deiiver, 
with beautifui iPS dispiays powered by ASUS 
TruVivid and Spiendid technoiogies for optimai 
brightness and coiours, wider viewing angies, 
and crystai ciarity. Case in point - resoiutions 
as high as WQHD (2560x1440) on the T300 Chi 
mean pixei density goes up to 235ppi. 



For more details on full specifications, please visit www.asus.com/sg 
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Advanced string theory 

IK MULTIMEDIA iRIG 2 

The original iRig heralded the start of an appcessory 
revolution. Atthetinne,wethought: “Look atthis 
novelty item that lets you connect yourguitarto your 
smartphone. What a brief laugh we will have with it!' ' Years 
later, our phones are linked to everything from dog 
feeders to drones, and a second IRig has come along to 
make a mockery of our earlier dismissiveness. This new 
one works with Android, as well as iPhone, and has 1/4in 
jacks for both input and output. So you can run your 
smartphone-sampled guitar sound straight out to an 
amp, not Just straight into your headphones. 

€30 ($45) / ikmultimedia.com 




It sees you better than you see yourself 

LACIE MIRROR 

Following inthe pensteps of Philippe Starck and Neil 
Poulton, LaCie's newest designer drive is by French 
objectsmith Pauline Deltour. Her trademark study 
of everyday objects is apparent in that the Mirror 
has mirrored sides, meaning it doubles as a mirror. 
Gorilla glass should prevent scratches if you take it 
out, and it's USB-powered so doesn't need a mains 
adaptor. We would suggest that, while as a mirror 
it reflects you, its 1TB of storage better reflects you 
by containingallthefilesthat make up your digital 
soul. But Pauline'sthe designer, not us. 

US$280 ($380)/ lacie.com 


Where are my EYES!? Oh, there 

STEELSERIES SENTRY 
EYETRACKER 

Game streaming is the hot new spectator sport that you 
don't know about. Instead of playing a game, you watch 
alive stream of someone else playingthe game, while 
they simultaneously talk to the watching audience, listen 
to questions and generally make the whole thing look 
really damned easy. If they're also using an Eye Tracker 
you can see - in real time - where the uber-gamer is 
looking whilethey play. The endgame of this isthat you 
improve your own skills by comparing it - so long as you 
also have an Eye Tracker - to where your eyes are going. 

€200 ($305) / steelseries.com 
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MGENhO-METER ••••• Stunning FX in the service of stunning drama 
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A SCI-FI THRILLER WITH BRAINS 

. ' Alex Garland on directing Ex Machina 



“1 DON’T FEEL ALARMED BY TALK OF 
CONSCIOUS, SELF-AWARE MACHINES. 
THEY MIGHT BE BETTER THAN US” 


I’ve been interested in Al since 
I made a ‘Heiio Worid’ program 
on a ZX Spectrum as a kid. I mean 
a kind of Al that doesn't exist yet, 
which is sentient and self-aware. 

I get fixated on a subject and then 
a story floats out of it years later. 

I was in working on the Dredd 
screenplay and this fully formed 
idea for Ex Mochino [in which a 
young coder becomes the human 
element in a Turing Test] arrived. 

I want people to forget that Ava 
[above] is a robot, while seeing 


that she's a robot. Humans And 
it really easy to project emotion 
onto inanimate objects, let alone 
animate objects, "flie hard thing is 
stopping them from doing it. It's 
easy to And a child who believes 
their teddy bear has sentience; 


the tricky thing would be finding 
one who says it'sjust a bit of old 
cloth and some stuffing. 

■flie film wouldn't work unless 
it was supported by Double 
Negative's visual effects. Ava's 
a real blend of practical and visual 
effects. Alicia Vikander [who plays 
her] wore a prosthetic that created 
a kind of mask face and a ridge so 
there was something to map the 
CGI onto. She also wore a bodysuit, 
which is the mesh you see over 
her chest and shoulders. We were 
actually still tweaking stuff when 
we shot it. 

In the film the back of Ava's head 
and her neck are robotic, but that 
wasn't the original intention. It was 
Just going to be her legs, arms and 
torso - but we realised that every 
time we went to a close-up of 
her face it felt like we were doing 
it Just to frame out difficult visual 
effects, so in the end we put them 


into shots that we hadn't intended 
them to be in. 

Tfie people who are funding this 
technology in a heavy-duty way 
are Google, Facebook and the big 
tech companies, because there's 
real value in computers that can 
speak in a particular kind of way. 
Siri is good but it can't really speak, 
not like a person can. You know in 
moments that you're not talking 
to a human. 

But I don't agree with Stephen 
Hawking [who recently said Al 
could spell the end of the human 
race]: I think Al's a good thing. 

If we're talking about Al as a 
conscious, self-aware machine 
with an emotional life in the way 
we have one, what you are saying 
is that the creation of a new 
consciousness is something 
innately problematic. I would 
say that every time people 
have a child they create a new 
consciousness, so I don't feel 
necessarily alarmed by it. I also 
think it's perfectly possible that 
the new consciousness might 
be better than us in various ways 
- and if that's the case, why on 
earth would you want to stop it? 
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FUJEFILIM X-A 

Value from innovation 






A HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMPACT SYSTEM CAMERA, 

THE FUJIFILM X-A2 WILL LET YOU CAPTURE PICTURES IN YOUR OWN STYLE 


*INCLUDES XCI6-50MM LENS II KIT 


PREMIUM QUALITY SELF-PORTRAITS 
WITH THE 175 TILTING LCD 
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PORTRAIT ENHANCER MODE MAKES 
SKIN LOOK BRIGHTER AND SMOOTHER 



AUTO MACRO FUNCTION CAPTURES 
OBJECTS JUST 15CM FROM THE SENSOR 
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WWW fujililTTi.con\ sg 
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A form of freedom 

SENNHEISERURBANITEXL 

WIRELESS 

As if Sennheiser's Urbanite XL headphones weren't 
good enough already, they've gone and made it even 
better by removingthe wires. Bluetooth 4.0 aptXfor 
crystal clear streaming, NFCfor easy pairing, touch 
controisfor volume adjustment and track navigation, 
and 25 hours of playback, all in a sturdy stylish 
package? It sounded almost too good to be true at CES 
2015, but mere weeks later, it's real, and it's right here in 

Singapore already. 
$419 / sennheiserasia.com 




Optic blast 

ASUS ZEN FONE ZOOM 

Smartphone photography has really taken off in 
the past couple of years, with phone cameras 
becoming increasingly impressive in terms of 
quality. Now Asustriestotakethe next leap 
forward with the Asus ZenFone Zoom, which made 
waves at CES 2015 asthe world'sthinnest 
smartphone with 3X optical zoom on a 13MP 
camera. There's even an optical image stabiliser, 
laser autofocus, andfull manual controlsthrown in, 
showingjust how much Asus hates compact 
cameras and wants you to get rid of them. 

$tba/ asus.com/sg 


Size matters 

NIKON D5500 


Cameras are getting crazier all the time. There are 
so-called compact cameras the size of DSLRs, 
compact system cameras that weigh as little as 
compacts, and DSLRsthat are practically compact 
system cameras. And now there are smartphone 
cameras in the picture as well. One such category- 
defying snapper isthe D5500, with its CSC-like 
footprint (it's the world's smallest, lightest, and 
slimmest DSLR), smartphone-esque vari-angle 
touchscreen LCD monitor and wireless connectivity, 
and full-fat DSLR 24.2MP image sensor. 

$tba/nikon.com.sg 
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“Darling?" says your gender-unspecific partner. “A large wodge of cash 
has left our account. Was it you?" As a vein throbs on his/her forehead, 
you explain how you've spent several hundred dollars on pre-ordering 
a Bluetooth controller for mobile gaming. A second vein now. You forge 
on: it splits in two, in order to clip onto different phones and tablets. It 
has dual analogue sticks, shoulder buttons and a mini keyboard! “I got 
onefor each of us!" you say to the back of a slammed door. 

US$300 ($405) / madcatz.com 



Weaving a web of hi-fis 

CAMBRIDGEAUDIOCXN 

There was a time when any kind of music streaming would send 
audiophiles running fortheir caves, clutchingtheir huge, misshapen 
ears in pain at the lack of dynamic range. But now streaming is all grown 
up, with suitably high-end kit like the CXN. It'll stream from your own 
collection or online services at up to 24-bit/192kHz quality, using Wi-Fi, 
Ethernet XLR or AirPlay, and it also works as a preamp thanks to its 
32-bit Blackfin DSP. Just remember to feed itfull-fat, high-resfiles. 
from £300 ($610) / cambridgeaudio.com 



H WTF IS 
THE IMPECCA 
ALERT BAND? 



Is it a Wi-Fi-boosting Alice band? 

No, and nor is it a Geordi La Forge-style 
image-enhancing visor. Did you know 
that during Star Trek filming, the prop 
visor that was supposed to give his 
character amazing multi-spectrum 
vision actually caused the actor 
to walk into everything? And gave 
him headaches? Them's the breaks. 
Anyway, it's not that. It's a brainwave- 
detecting headband. When it senses 
that you are about three minutes 
away from falling asleep, it sends 
a notification to your phone. 

What, to wake me up? That’ll be 
bloody annoying. 

Yeah, but just think about how pleased 
your passengers will be when they find 
out their Journey doesn't take a surprise 
detour through two fields and someone's 
living room. Peveal! It's a driving device, 
to make sure you don't overdo it behind 
the wheel and end up testing your car's 
NCAP rating while already unconscious. 
In fact, the Alert Band was dreamed up 
by someone whose friend was injured 
after being hit by a dozy driver. But 
therein lies the problem with a gizmo 
of this kind: assumed responsibility. 

Ah, because the driver who might 
consider wearing this is the one 
who’s less likely to need it? 

Exactly. A professional road warrior 
- such as Trucker Tobias or Regional 
Sales Sandip - might argue that their 
experience is superior to the Alert 
Band. Whereas the infrequent long- 
distance driver - Driving Flome For 
Christmas Derek - might be more 
aware of their susceptibility, but will 
likely turn their nose up at the US$250 
($340) asking price. So, unless it's 
made compulsory or built in to cars' 
safety systems in the future, better file 
it under Interesting'. And in the 
meantime (and forever after), we dearly 
hope it doesn't occur to our bosses to 
implement it at our desks... 
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I Image Vincent Laforet, fineart.laforetvi; 



NEW YORK NIGHT FLIGHT 

Sometimes art just falls out of 
its creator, like a sudden sneeze. 
Other times, it has to be coerced 
into being, and photographer 
Vincent Laforet employs more 
coercion than most. When his 
usual helicopter pilot refused 
to fly at the altitude needed for 
these shots - 2300m, so high 
that they were above the airliners 
on approach to JFK airport - he 
found a more daring flyer. Next 
issue: finding a camera and sets 
of standard and tilt-shift lenses 
fast enough to overcome the 
helicopter’s vibration and wind 
buffeting... oh, and a good strong 
harness. You know, for when he 
was hanging off the helicopter. 
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INTEL UNVEILS 
BUTTON BRAIN 

Intel'stinynewbrainfor 
wearables, called Curie, 
has a processor, sensors 
and Bluetooth hardware, 
and is designed to run on 
very little power. Fancy 
using it to build your own 
megaselling wearable 
wonder? Head to p84 
for sonne inspiration. 



GOOGLE ADDS 

AUDIO FLING TING 

Not just video no nnore, 
laterthis year Google 
will add the ability to fling 
content from a variety of 
musicappsto networked 
speakers around your 
house. Good news:the 
wireless speaker will do 
the actual streaming, not 
your phone. Bad news: 
no mention of Spotif y 
compatibility. Yet. 



CANON SIMPLIFIES 
YOUR MEDIA MESS 

Canon's new Connect 
Station is a 1TB media bank 
that wirelessly pinches pics 
and videosfrom your camera 
or phone, then acts as a 
wireless server that can 
pipe the content to your 
TV. It's like the Ghostbusters 
Ecto-Containment Unit, but 
for your holiday snaps. 
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4K and 4.9mm 

SONYXBR-X900C 

There are many questions you ask yourself when 
buying a telly, from how many pixels it has to whether 
you can afford it, but there's just one you should be 
asking: is it thin enough? Tech law states that a thinner 
gadget is a better gadget and Sony's new Bravia models 
are the current champions. Yesthey have 4K processors, 
an Android TV OS and voice search - but the real appeal 
istheir svelte ‘floating'frames. Attheirslimmestthey're 
Just 4.9mm deep, which is enough to make an iPhone 6 
look chubby. Just don't try putting one in your pocket. 
$tba/sony.com.sg 


Bedazzling beats 

PIONEER DDJ-SZ-N 

An amp that goes up to 11, go-faster stripes, air capsules 
in your trainers - there's little tangible benefit to any of 
these things, and yet we pay more because they make 
usfeelzippy. Likewise with this gold edition of Pioneer's 
almost-professional-level digital DJ deck. It'sthe same 
asthe black DDJ-SZ - Serato control, dual USB, two 
different hardware FX panels, CDJ-style LED panels in 
thejogwheels - but it's gold and limited to 1000 units. 
And withthatglitteryfinish costingjust $640 overthe 
standard version, you'd get at least one. Right? 

£1750 ($3540) / pioneer.com.sg 



■ DROP EVERYTHING 
AND DOWNLOAD... 

Evernote Scannable Sfree / ios 

That huge pile of bills and statements on your kitchen table Is a negative 
force in your life. You know there’s important stuff in there, but dealing 
with it means getting the filing box out of cupboard and concentrating and 
blah. New process. Open post the day it arrives, fire up Evernote 
Scannable. It lets you instantly photo-scan the document, then it flattens, 
re-contrasts and resizes the image. Share it to Evernote. Throw the paper 
bill in the recycling. Done. You still haven’t paid the bill, but at least the 
kitchen table is clear. 
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More than just a pair of bezels 

DELLVENUE87000 

Dell callsthe 8.4ln, 2560x1600 OLED screen on Its 
latest tablet an Infinity' display. Which Is perceived as 
beinga good thing. But a truly Infinite display would be 
a bummer. “Where'sthe Chrome shortcut icon gone? 
Oh, it's six light years overthere. Damn." Andjust think 
how much it would weigh! We're being silly. What Dell 
should be shouting about is how this Android tablet is 
thinner than an iPad Air 2 at just 6mm. It's also the first 
tablet with Intel's Real Sense 3D camera tech, giving 
youLytro-esquepost-processingabilities,andhas 
a 2.3Ghz Intel Atom quad-core chip. Infinitely more 
excitingthantiny bezels. 

$tba (due early 2015) / dell.com.sg 


Defenders in the Earth 

LAND ROVER DEFENDER 

Tinker, tailor, soldier, sailor, hipster, headmaster, 
kiteboarder and monarch. Defenders have been called 
into service by anyone and everyonefor the last 32 
years, but the idea of driving around in a two-tonne 
oblong of hardened metal has gone out of fashion. 
Three limited-edition models markthe Defender's 
final year of production: the beefy Autobiography 
Edition, the even more swarthy Adventure Edition 
(pictured), and the classic Heritage Edition. All have 
unique styling and upgrades, including Windsor leather 
interiors, which honour an automotive icon but also 
mean you won't wanttofillthem with muddy spaniels. 
Which, with a Defender, is sort of the whole point. 

$tba / landrover.com.sg 
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For a little more money 
you can lug some 
batteries about, in 
the lovely form of these 
now-wireless Sennheiser 
Momentums: Bluetooth 
and noise cancellingfor 
about US$500 ($675). 
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Sippin’ on choon and juice 

PHILIPS FIDELIONC1L 

Philips' new Fidelio NC1L headphones are something 
ofamould-breaker:they'rethefirst active noise- 
cancelling cans that don't require battery power. 
Instead, they draw energy and audio from your iPhone 
or iPad through the Lightning port. An on-board 24-bit 
DAC converts the digital audio into delicious analogue 
sound. The noise cancellation tech has additional 
modesfor mufflingthe hum while letting other 
external noises through - for when you're listening 
for a train announcement, say - as well as optimised 
hands-free phone-call use. 

$499/philips.com.sg 



A-do run, run, run 

PARROTZIKSPORT 

These zany headphones not only know how fast your heart's beating, 
but how nnany steps you're taking, how long your feet are in contact 
with the ground and your cadence in steps per minute, thanks to 
accelerometer tech in those head pads. They also have noise- 
cancellation so that, via Bluetooth, you hear more of the upbeat 
musicthanthe outside world laughing at your shambling stagger. 
$tba (due Q2) / parrot.com 



Pump up the volume 

REEBOKZPUMP FUSION 


Remember the original 'wearabletech' revolution in the '90s? No, not 
calculator watches, but trainers with bonkers cushioning systems. Nike 
Air vied with British Knights and LA Gear, but it was Reebok Pump that 
took kicks to new inflatable heights. Now the tech has returned in these 
running shoes. Press the button on the heel, and it will slowly lock around 
your foot for a snugfit. Not quite self-lacing, but the next best thing. 
$tba (due March) / reebok.com 



HWTFISTHE 
CONNECTED 
CYCLE PEDAL? 

Well, there’s a clue in the name... 

Oh, smartypants. Yes, it's a bike pedal 
but it's the first connected one we've 
seen. Within the body are GPS and 
GPRS chips. The idea is that if your 
bike moves while you're not on it, it'll 
send a push notification to the app 
on your phone. “Zut alors!" it'll say, 
for Connected Cycle is a French 
company, “Regardez votre velo!" 

The tracking tech isn't lazy when 
you are on board either: it'll serve 
up some basic fitness data about 
distance travelled, though it sounds 
like the company is more focused on 
anti-thievery cooperation. 

GPS, huh? Sounds likely to be 
battery-intensive. 

Ah, oui, bien sur. But here's clever: the 
rotation of the pedals (while you're 
cycling) charges the battery. Isn't that 
neat? I think we might be spurred to 
cycle all the faster just to Jazz the little 
blighters up - and on steep hills, with the 
grinding of the dynamos all too audible 
over the sound of the blood pumping in 
our ears, to do a little Gallic cry. 

Couidn’t ie petit miscreant just whip 
the pedais off, iickety-spiit iike? 

La nope. For Connected Cycle has seen 
fit to give the pedals a unique tool for 
undoing duties rather than stick with 
the conventional Allen key or pedal 
spanner. Which, like similarly uniquified 
locking wheel skewers, is all fine and 
dandy until you lose the tool. But we're 
projecting; so far this is Just a concept. 
Allons-y, Connected Cycle! 

$tba / connectedcycle.com 
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MOWEMO 

Internet of Things pioneer 
Belkin hasannounced 
a new range of sensors 
for its WeMo system. Later 
in 2015 we should see a 
door/ window sensor, a 
motion sensor, a keychain 
home-or-not sensor and 
an innovative alarm sensor 
that alerts you when any 
non-connected alarm 
is going off. 



NOT JUST ^ 

PRETTY FACE 

TV manufacturers are all 
abouttheinnerbeauty 
these days. Samsung has 
announced that all of its 
new smart TVs in 2015 will 
come with its Tizen OS, as 
seen in mobile phones and 
smart watches. Panasonic, 
meanwhile, will introduce 
Firefox OS to some of its 
TVsthisyear. 



NVIDIA DROPS 
ATERAFLOP 

The tiny Tegra XI, Nvidia's 
new mobile chip, has 256 
cores and more muscle 
than the cast of Glodiotors. 
Boastingthe same Maxwell 
architecture as Nvidia's 
gaming graphics cards, it 
could bring 4Kgamingto 
your next phone/tablet. 
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A Bolt of lighting 

MISFIT BOLT 

Smartphone-controlled colour-changing bulbs have been around for 
ages... and yet still you stall. Why? Is it the money? The Misfit Bolt 
is availableforjust US$50 ($70). While the rival Philips Hue bulbs can be 
bought for the not-much-more-expensive price of $89, they also 
require a hub, bringingthe overall package price up to about $140. Is it 
the lack of a connectable ecosystem? The Bolt will work with Misfit 
Shine and Flash wearables, and also with the Beddit sleep tracker to 
wake you, on cue, with a lovely display of sunrise colours. What's that? 

You're colourblind? Fair enough, then. 

US$50 ($70)/ misfit.com 



3DOODLER2.0 


The SDoodler won our hearts back in 2013, and after somefurioustinkering 
it's got even better, as things are wont to do. For starters, this 3D printing pen 
is much smaller than the original, and lighter at 50g. It's also kitted out in a 
much more stylish aluminium shell, with tweaked internals, superior cooling 
and dual-speed control. There's also a new JetPack accessory that bumps 
the running time up to three hours if you're usingthe more malleable FLA 
plastic. In a homage to its original success, it's being launched on Kickstarter. 

USSIOO (S135) / the3doodler.com 
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MASKS 


Becaese a face 
a day keeps the 
doctor away 


1 Unicorn Mask 

You are Derek. You have a love 
of thefandful, yet onlyjust 
cleaned the blood off your horn 
after yet another person In your 
local nnadethe ‘long face'Joke. 

You are the occasional stunt 
double for Bjorn of the vastly 
popular puzzle game, Peggie. 
E10iS20t/ic<r>.cof>» 

2 Skull Mask 

You are Frank. Whilst laboriously 
cutting, folding and tapingthe 
angular masks you obsessively 
download, print out and make, 
you often ponderthe merits of 
humans having so many different 
types of screw head. Surely flat- 
head should be phased out. 
C4,50i S9 1 / wiiTtei ocft.coin 

3ZonibieMask 

You are Basil. Certain things have 
changed In your life since your 
partner left. For one thing, she 
took all the make-up with her. 

But that's led to you discovering 
the convenience of Instant-on 
stretchy zombie masks. You can, 
and do, fit several In your pocket. 




4.Mexlcan Wrestling 


lexi 

ISK 


MtJSh 

You are Rose. Your love of Mexican 
wrestling makes you giggle at 
the comparatively stralghtlaced 
moves of Tuesday night tal chi. 
Your guru frowns. He has seen the 
shock of red hair poking out of 
your gym bag and fears imbalance. 
£ 1 5 { S 31 ) / ciiolin.co, uk 


5 Ml Pug 

You are Donald. The chin-strap- 
articulated pugjaw and sorrowful 
eyes add a certain gravitas to 
your impression of Ice-T's canine 
Tank G/T/ character, T-Saint. The 
effect on your Ronnie Corbett 
impression is so great, you plan 
to use it in your next Job interview. 
EGO (5102J/fliebox*coi\i 
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CURVE YOUR 
ENTHUSIASM 

Samsung ATIV One 7 Curved 

US31300 ($1750) / samsung.com/sg 


The Samsung's 
brain and curved 
screen fit into 
apackagejust 
under 4cm deep 



Your TV’s curved, your phone’s curved... so isn’t it about 
time your home PC was curved too? 

• It’s not very curved. 

But then you're not going to 
be sitting very far away from 
it. The 27in non-touch panei 
has a curvature rating of 4000, 
compared with up to 11,000 for a 
curved TV. The reason for having 
any curve is immersion: it tricks 
the brain intothinkingthescreen 
is bigger than it is. Stupid brain. 


• The brain isn’t that stupid. 

Because, whiie it might be 
suckered into generating 
neuron-fire 'oohs' and 'aahs' 
about the immersion, it'iiaiso 
be iocking on to individuai pixeis. 
How easy is managingthis feat 
of visuai skiii? Very easy, for the 
ATiV One 7 oniy has a 1980x1020 
screen. This makesfor a poor 
comparison with the 27in iMac, 
sureiy the most desirabie of 
aii-in-one home PCs, with 
its 2560x1440 standard or 
5120x2880 Retina dispiay. 


• Comparing it to an iMac 
isn’t exactiy fair. 

The ATiV One 7 wiii retaii at 
US$1300, for which a straight 
tax-notwithstanding conversion 
wouid be about $1750. Which ain't 
iMac money. The rest of the specs 
bear this out: a Core i5 processor, 
8GB of RAM and integrated 
graphics. There's a 1TB 5400rpm 
hard drive and a siew of USB 3.0 
ports but no opticai drive. But 
be not downhearted, for some 
Samsungadd-onswiiimakethe 
ATiV morefunto usethan its 
specs wouid suggest. SideSync 
3.0, for exampie, shows desktop 
notificationsfromyourGaiaxy 
mobiie. Whoop! Get it bought! 



In other 

Samsung 

news: 


• Ring radiator 
speakers 

TheWAM-6500and 
WAM-7500 are wireiess 
speakers that - as is the 
current trend - fire music 
out on aii sides, so that 
no-one is ieft out. The 
6500 has a battery for 
portabiiity; the 7500 can 
be affixed to a stand O' 
hung from the ceiiing. 



• SUHDTV 

infuriatingiy, the ‘S' simpiy 
teiis us it's Samsung's new 
high-end UHD TV rather 
than standing for anything. 
These contain nanocrystai 
semiconductors - AKA 
Quantum Dot technoiogy 
- and run Tizen OS. The 
resuits are stiii4K but 
more'spectacuiar'... 
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THE ULTINUTE FOOTBilU WEBSIH 







[first play the ORDER: 1886 


As you abseil down the side of 
an airship high above Victorian 
London it’s hard not to stop and 
take in the view. You are Grayson 
(aka Sir Galahad) of The Order: 
a group of smartly dressed 
secret agents with even more 
impressive facialtopiary than 
the editorial staff of The Chap. 

In this parallel version of the 
Iate1800s,thetypewriter isn’t 
the height of technology. As 
you sneak through the ship 
offing guards with well-timed 
takedowns, you’re able to 
communicate wirelessly with 
your fellow agents, override 


onboard power systems using 
a steampunk-inspired hacking 
device and pick locks using the 
more nuanced vibration in the 
PS4’s DualShock controller for 
feedback. The guns might be 
ahead of their time butthey 
still feel like blunderbusses: all 
shock and awe in thef lash and 
bang departments. 

The problem is, developer 
Ready At Dawn has madethe 
scenery so beautiful you’re 
not allowed to damage it. Pots 
and pans go flying as you fight 
through the galley but the room 
itself remains unscathed. 


This third-person shooter 
often looks as if you’re playing 
a cut scene, with a cinematic 
quality that’s the opposite 
of GTA Vor For Cry 4’s free- 
roaming chaos. In Los Santos 
and Ky rat it feels like anything 
can happen, whereas The 
Order’s world is so intricately 
created it’s more like you’ve 
stepped onto a big-budget 
film set. Gaming’s crying out for 
tightly scripted, well-told stories, 
but if you feel like you’re merely 
the director rather than playing 
the heroic lead, it’s in danger of 
making you want to shout “cut”. 
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3 XBOX RACER CELEBRATES ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 


FORZA 

MOTORSPORT 6 

Xbox One 

It wasn't just Ford's asphalt-eating 
GT that was unveiled at last month's 
North American International Auto 
Show in Detroit. Microsoft took the 
opportunity to announce another 
giant of the motoring world: Forzo 
Motorsport 6 for Xbox One. This year 
marks the 10th anniversary of the 
series and Xbox promises big things. 
'Promise' being the operative word; 
very little was actually announced, 
and even less was shown. 

We'll have to wait until gaming 
megashow E3 in June to see it in 
motion - and probably until the end 
of the year before its release - but 
we do know this: Ford will feature 
heavily, as the gobsmackingly 
gorgeous Ford GT will not only grace 
the front cover but also be drivable in 
the game. It Joins the Shelby GT350 
Mustang and F-150 Raptor, all of 
which are ‘First in Forzo' releases 
that will appear in FM6 before they're 
available anywhere else. It might be 
the closest many petrolheads will get 
to these cars, but if Forza's previous 
form is anything to go by, it should be 
pretty special. Wanna see more of 
the cars of the future? Flip to p54. 



DLC3 TOP GAME EXTENDERS 





FORZA HORIZON 2 

STORM ISLAND 

If the thought of Forzo Moforsport 6 
(above) has greased your wheels for a bit 
of racing. Horizon 2's first DLC pack adds 
a whole new island to tear up. Off-road 
events are the name of the game as it 
swaps the sunny Mediterranean coast 
for the rain-soaked Storm Island. 



FAR CRY 4 

ESCAPE FROM DURGESH PRISON 

For Cry 4's so massive it's unlikely you've 
finished it yet, but if you're itching for more. 
Escape From Durgesh Prison is a good 
place to start. You've been captured but, 
like all good egomaniacal villains. Pagan Min 
is willing to let you go if you can beat a set 
of challenges and do it fast. 



ALIEN: ISOLATION 

SAFE HAVEN 

If your nerves can handle a trip back to the 
Sevastopol, this expansion puts you in the 
shoes of a new character called Flughes, 
who's ensconced safely in the bowels of 
the ship - but supplies are running out. 
Can you venture out and complete all 10 
tasks without losing your one life? 


JNCOMING 



MARCH 

BATTLEFIELD HARDLINE 
BLOODBORNE 
BLADESTORM: NIGHTMARE 
APRIL 

• DARK SOULS 2: 

SCHOLAR OF THE FIRST SIN 

• MORTAL KOMBATX 
JUNE 

• BATMAN: ARKHAM KNIGHT 
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This month's mobile must-downloads 


Uump 

from $f ree / Android, iOS 

In this simple platformer, you 
control a ball that bounces in 
pre-set jumps. Which might not 
sound much, but once you've been 
entranced by its hypnotic boinking 
you'll grow a beard before you 
remember to stop playing. 

4 Simple Planes 

$5.98/ Android, iOS 

Physics meets fun... and they get 
on surprisingly well in this sister 
app to Simple Rockets. Bodge 
some wings onto the aircraft 
of your choice, then give it some 
appropriately over-the-top thrust, 
then see if it will fly. Crash. Repeat. 

2 Star Wars: Knights 

Of The Old Republic 

$12.98/ Android, iOS 

A wodge of star Wars RPG action 
Just slammed down in the Android 
Play Store. All the fun of the PC 
version, but now you can play it 
at work too. Its controls translate 
surprisingly well to touchscreen. 

5 Auxy Beat Studio 

$f ree / iPad 

There are quite a few beat-making 
apps for iPad, but Auxy's one of the 
best we've seen so far. It's simple, 
easy to use and well designed, and 
it's also powerful enough to make 
your own music and export it to 
Soundcloud, iTunes and others. 

3 80 Days 

$f ree / Android, iOS 

A new, Jules Verne-y adventure 
from the groovers who brought 
us the book-game hybrid Sofcery^ 
That's their exclamation mark, not 
ours - though we are excited by 

80 Days, we are not prone to over- 
egging the punctuation pudding. 

6 Jack B Nimble 

$2.58 /iOS 

You Jump, you whip and you 
marvel in this retro-hued endless 
runner. The sound effects and 
music are suitably atmospheric 
- there's a touch of Ca^thwmio 
here - and the whole thing is 
worth the asking price. 



APP SPOTLIGHT DUET DISPLAY 

$19.98/ iPad 


You've got an iPad. You've got a Macbook. You've got a Lightning 
cable. And you've got $19.98! You're good to go, on an adventure 
where you can use your iPad as a second screen for your laptop. 
According to the devs, the wired connection is 60f ps and lag-free - 
even if you output in Retina display gloriousness. Mind you, those 
same devs also claim that a second display makes you “up to 48% 
more productive". 
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B E S T OO 


GOPRO ACCESSORIES 


You shoot, you whoop and you don’t droop: three new 
action-cam gizmos that have caught our eye 



GripixWi-FiTrlgger Handle 

Doesn’t it just make your trigger finger 
itch, seeing a big red one like that? The 
Wi-Fi Trigger Handle is basically an 
ergonomic handle for GoPro’s own 
Wi-Fi remote, which nestles inside 
and pokes its LCD through a little 
hole. You can stick the actual camera 
on top, or wherever you like, and 
other Gripix accessories can be 
attached in line. 

from US$100 ($135) / gogrtplx.com 


Hexo+ 

Two follow-me autonomous drones 
completed their Kickstarter rounds 
in the summer: the AirDog and Hexo+. 
But now that we’ve had a chance to see 
both at the CES show in Las Vegas, it’s 
the Hexo+ we’re most excited about. 
It’s bigger and more expensive, but 
it’s got six rotors, which should make 
it more stable, and it’s compatible 
with any GoPro. 

US$11S0(S1550) / hexDplus.com 


Removu R1 

The RTs 2in QVGA screen acts as a 
handheld or wrist-wearable live view 
remote, and the company is about to 
launch a GoPro-standard mount cradle 
for it too, so you can plonk it in all sorts 
of useful places. In the meantime, 
they’re crowdfunding P1, a rugged case 
for GoPro’s LCD Touch BacPac screen 
accessory, meaning you can use that 
as a viewfinder and remote too. 
from US$120 ($165) / rcmovaoom 
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Making soundwaves 

SUPERSTAR BACK FLOAT 

Okay, so on reflection it wasn't smart to tell everyone 
you had a Monster in your hot tub. That probably had 
somethingtodowiththetowelling-off-and-going-home 
craze that swept through your party at around the same 
time . You should have started by explaining that the 
Superstar Back Float's wireless, waterproof, shockproof 
shell makes it ideal for a bit of social bathing. You could have 
continued that anyone can stream to the Back Float from 
their phone via Bluetooth. But they've all left now, so you 
might as well run a bath and stick on some Otis Redding. 

US$170 ($230) / monsterproducts.com 




Parks and recreation 

ARIEL NOMAD 

There are few faster road cars around a track than 
Ariel's Atom two-seater. But how often are you 
on a track? Most ofthetime you're on the road, 
festooned with other cars and pesky laws. Which 
is when you think how nice it would be to just 
smash through a gate and roar off up into the 
woods. And it's that kind of cerebral exercise 
that's brought us to this: a sporting off-roader 
by Ariel, with long suspension travel, chunky 
tyres and a beefed-up roll-cage but still a 
lightweight motor and no cumbersome 4WD. 
Instead, a 2.4-litre Honda engine drives the rear 
wheels through a limited-slip differential. So if 
you don't think you have the skills to bring it home 
again, best leave that forest gate unsmashed, eh? 
$tba / arielmotor.co.uk 


Wi-Fi coffee: get it whiie it’s hot 

SMARTER COFFEE 

Everyone loves a good coffee, apart from people 
who don't, andfrom March yourfantasies of a 
personal barista can finally be realised - either by 
hiringa personal barista, or by investing in this, thefirst 
app-controlledbean-to-cup coffee machine. Usingthe 
iOS/Android app, you can set the Smarter Coffee to 
wake you as your morning cup o' Joe reaches optimal 
brewliciousness, or you can have it prep you an 
espresso as you return home from your daily grind 
in the office. We'll take a double shot. 
£100 ($205) / smarter.am 
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PIZZA DEUVERY 
MAN PLAN IS 
A GO-GO 

GoQoro Scooter 

Stt50 [concept] ■ gogoro.com 



Arciectric jcootei is the 
perfecrti baiUr^iisjXJiT 
eolLitloiv with omy two 
facmishokhigltbar k .. 
iianidy elccnic aiK 
^^coo lei . But t 'VO ex - 1^ T C 
cxcislMvehiennsvvei 

• TItc with olcctikity b... 

Where does a city dweller get it 
from? An increasing nunnber of 
homes and workplaces have 
electric vehicle hook-ups, but 
it's still a tiny proportion. Are you 
going to run an extension lead 
out of yourf irst-floorf lat window 


down to the street? No, say Taylor 
and Luke of Gogoro. You're going 
to pay them a subscription and 
hot-swap your battery at roadside 
Gogoro GoStations. Smartphone 
apps will help youfindthe nearest 
GoStation,andthefounderssay 
the system will be smart enough 
to keep the stations efficient. 

• Wlitch lonves 'scootci ' 

A word with negative associations 
in the minds of most Brits, it speaks 
oftracksuited teenagers with 
holed exhausts. Electricscooters 
have yet to find a hero, despite such 
varied efforts as BMW's expensive 


C-Evolution and Yamaha's toy-like 
EC-03. So Gogoro designed its 
own. They've chosen theirfriends 
- Panasonic batteries. Philips LED 
headlights, Maxxistyres - but 
designed a lot themselves. Hence: 
6400W power, 0-48kph in 4 
seconds and a max speed of over 
97kph. At urban speeds, it should 
have a range of about 97km. 
Crucially, becausethe batteries 
are part of the subscription deal, 
the entry cost should be within 
reach of us norms - though pricing 
is yet to be announced. This could 
be the electric scooter revolution 
we've all been waiting for. 


YOU'LL PAY A 
SUBSCRIPTION 
AND HOT-SWAP 
YOUR BATTERY AT 
ROADSIDESTATIONS 


Touchiest Chromebook yet 

HPCHROMEBOOK14TOUCH 

You don't buy a Chromebook to impress your friends. 
Uniess your mates are thetype who are impressed by 
subtie refinements of portabie computing producti vity- 
per-pound. But were you in the market for a iaptop 
running Googie's iightweight, cioud-based Chrome OS, 
yet were determined to get one packing some heat, 
you'd get this one. it has a Fuii HD touchscreen, as weii as 
doubiethe RAM (4GB) and storage (32GB) of the originai 
HP Chromebook 14. The oniy troubie is, you'd be paying 
the kind of money that couid weii get you a 'proper' 
iaptop. Or so your unimpressed friends wiii say. 

US$440 ($595) / hp.com/sg 


Biggest Chromebook yet 

ACERCHROMEBOOK15 

Whether or not you bought the HP to impress, its 
enhancements over a standard HP Chromebook 14 
are not immediateiy apparent to an oniooker. But this 
Acer, with its ostentatious 15.6in screen - the biggest 
of any Chromebook yet to gracethe crust of ourpianet 
- screams its superiority to the sky. Like the HP, it's 
a 1080p screen, and it has intei hardware in the form 
of either Core i3 or Ceieron processors - with varying 
RAM and storage to suit, it's not as iight as 'books of 
yore at over 2kg, but the Acer is aimed at peopie who 
want to get stuff done, not just impresstheirfriends. 
from USS250 (S340) / acer.com.sg 


■ K^^IVll I The month's best concepts, start-ups, 

I crowdfunded projects and plain crazy ideas 



COOKI 

sereneti.com/from US$400 ($540) 


What do you get if you cross a robot arm 
with a motorised tray of ingredients? Dinner, 
dinner, dinner, dinner... Batman! No, wait. What 
does Batman's mum say when she sees an 
invention that automaticaiiy cooks and stirs 
the suppiied ingredients? "Hoiy smoke!" No? 
Why did Batman spend ai! his time picking 
recipes for Cooki to attempt? Because there 
were no reports of anyone Robin. Oh, forget it. 

Seeking funding (Indiegogo) 



MINT 

breathometer.com / US$150 ($205) 

Humans have been surviving with the 
cupped-hand method since the deveiopment 
of soda! groups. But now we have Mint, a 
Biuetooth LE widget that measures voiatiie 
compounds that might indicate poor heaith 
as weii as pongy breath, it aiso reports on 
hydration ieveis, aithough the paranoia that 
drove you to test your breath in the first piace 
might mean you need to drink more water. 

Funded (Indiegogo) 



PIANU 

playpianu.com / from US$45 ($60) 

in schoo! music iessons the keyboards, with 
their whizzy sound effects, were cooi. Then 
we got oider and guitars signified Dimebag 
Darrei! and beach parties. You can't piug a 
keyboard in at the beach. But times have 
changed (again), guitars are for hipsters and 
we're f ickie, so we're more into this ro!!-up 
midi keyboard and its browser-based. 
Guitar Hero-esque tutoria! service. For now... 

Funded (Kickstarter) 
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Tein Hee Seow 

online editor asia 


OlfACtlONS per minute (APM 

SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS? 


the keys, clicking of the mouse and fervent 
darting of your eyes as you react tpeadi and 
every move from your opponents. 

Of course, there are other me jsures to impfOye 
your APM. Having a particularly good mouse with 
high dots per inch (DPI) would improve the 
accuracy of your clicks. With keyhoands, « 

mechanical types tend to fare belter, what with 
the obvioustactilefeedback and quick 
responsiveness of each key. But if you're moving 
around with a gaming laptop, the Ifieyboard option 
isn't exactly a great one. Not unless you are using 
a system with an integrated mechartcal keyboard, 
and by that, there's only one in the marte- the 
MSI GT80 Titan. 


Gamingisserious 
business. Besides 
buildingupa 
familiarity withthe 
competing game, 
most professional 
gamers also rely on 
metricstotrack 
their performance. 
Onesuchmetricis 
actions per minute, 
or APM for short. 


wmismm 

APM is a measurement of how fast a player 
selects units, clicks on locations, issues orders 
and many other micromanagement actions built 
into real-time strategy games such as Starcraft II 
orDota2. 

In theory, when you perform more actions 
within a minutethan your opponent, there is a 
likelihood that you'll be able to react to his moves 
faster. More importantly, players can quickly 
recover to perform a counter assault on their 
enemiesterritoryoncetheir forces are depleted 
from the previous attack. 

Professional gamers who are placed on the top 
rung of the tournament ladder usually have a high 
APM, hovering between the 200 to 300 APM 
range. If you're up against fast-hitting gamers 
who can breach the 400 mark, be prepared to 
weep in despair. 


your enemy can be. After all, you'll want to play a 
fair match, and come out feeling not so depressed 
from a massive burn. 

But don't get disheartened if you can't raise 
your APM in a short period. Watch more live 
streams of major tournaments, learn the strategy 
and practice on your own. Fact: having a high APM 
puts you on the radar, but if your strategy isn't 
sound, your bases will belong to your opponent in 
mere minutes. 


iul Is lira ralir 

The short answer is, no. Universally speaking, 
most professional gamers who have a deep 
understanding of the game would usually have a 
high APM. But not every gamer with a high APM 
can truly understand the nuances of thegame. A 
seasoned veteran would be able to break through 
a barricade by selectingthe right unitsthat'll do 
insane amount of damage to the opposing force. 
On the contrary, no amount of tapping or clicking 
will save your units if they're facing a Zerg rush. Or 
for that matter, if they've muddled up the building 
order, constantly clicking on the structure won't 
speed upthe build process. 


Simple - it's a byproduct of a capable gamer. And 
the easiest way to measure yourself against an 
opponent. Granted, APM isn't a definitive indicator 
of a person's skill, but it lets you gauge how tough 


H@W Ci@t ^ APM? 

Practice, practice and more practice. Every single 
action you do is built on the constant pounding of 




Tein Hee Seow 

online editor asia 




Inmotion 

It looks like a Segway, But we were so wrong 
when we stepped on the Inmotion SCV, The 
two- wheeler relies on your body posture to 
move in both axes, Lean forward, and you’ll 
advance, Push the body weight to the rear 
and it’ll reverse, T urning is simple if we used 
the handle. Remove it, and we spent a good 
amount of time leaning our weight on one leg 
tomaketheturn. We thought this was hard, 
until we saw the unicycle version, A voice in 
our head told us to stay away from that. 
Especially when we saw a few people 
stumble while they tried it. 


Muse brain sensing headband 

There’s nothing creepy about wearing a 
headband that detects your brainwaves. No, 
seriously. This contraception isn’t as insidious 
as you might think -it simply senses your 
mood and designs exercises to relax the 
mind. Our session required us to calm the 
roaring waves we hear, simply with the 
power of our mind. Very much like Professor 
X, and we probably could have done more if 
we were bald, 

IF YOU WANT YOUR 
KIDS TO BECOME TOP- 
NOTCH COMPUTER GEEKS= 
YOU GOT TO START 
THEM YOUNG 


RazerOSVR 

Can anyone be bored by virtual reality? No sir, 
because when we got a short 10-minute 
session with Razor’s OSVR, it was quite an 
experience. Okay, so it’s no mind-controlled 
VR headset, but its motion gesture control is 
close enough. Which, by the way, adds on to 
thealready immersive experience when we 
donned the headset and moved our head 
frantically in search of floating demon heads 
tohurlfireorice balls at. 
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Tao Wellness 

Hey, pressing your palms together on a 
piece of plastic looks pretty easy, right? 
Wrong, We can blame thejet lag or 
30-hour trip to Las Vegas that absolutely 
floored us when we failed to perform the 
isometric exercises well enough on the 
T ao Wellness, But we’ve also seen 
perfectlyfitfolks, pressing with alltheir 
might on the plastic piece, who couldn’t 
clear Jetpack Joyride, And yes, it supports 
some games on your smartphone, so no 
excuse to not play and exercise at the 
same time, 

Ozobot 

If you want your kids to become top-notch 
computer geeks, you got to start them 
young. And from what we've seen, the 
Ozobot is right on track. These tiny little 
thingsteachkidsthebasicsof coding, with 
basic instructions such as following a 
specificcoloured line, named OzoCodes, 
that associates specific movement for 
each colour. Advanced coding is also 
provided through the accompanying 
software, whichtutors kidsto program 
the Ozobot to perform more actions such 
as dancing to a specific tune. 




THE INTERNET OF THINGS AT 
CES 2015 ISN’T PARTICULARLY 
EXCITING (YET) 

THE HOMES OF THE FUTURE LEFT TEIN HEE SEOW BOTH EXCITED AND, 
UNFORTUNATELY, SLIGHTLY DISAPPOINTED 


You’re home. The house knows you’re back, 
switches on the light when it senses your 
wearable tech is within proximity. At least, 
that’s what Misfit Wearable’s co-founder 
Sonny Vu asked me to imagine in the near 
future. 

Sounds incredibly awesome - and very 
real too. Having spent the last four days at 
CES 2015, I’m still in awe at the automatic 
roller skates, fully immersive virtual reality 
systems and mind-bending technology 
showcased at the annual tech convention. 

But the biggest buzzword at this year’s 
CES isn’t gadgets nor wearable tech. Three 
words: Internet of Things (lOT), Not a new 
concept, since Intel, Qualcomm and many 
other companies have been banging on this 
door for years. 

A fragmented lOT 

CES 2015 was where the spotlight landed 
squarely on the future of connected 
homes, showing how multiple devices will 
be talking to each other. Cars that can self- 
park and controlled by smartwatches, 
home appliances that’ll prepare for your 
return, smart home cameras that know 
who’s at home - these are quite real 
scenarios, 

Butforallthepotentialthesethingshold, 
there’s one big caveat - integration, LG is 
working with Audi, having the latter’s cars 
using LG’s webOS-powered smartwatches 
as a control extension, BMW and Samsung 
are doing the same, except it’s Tizen that’s 
working the remote magic here. See what 
I’m getting at here? It’s the same old story, 
one that’s very similar to your 
smartphones - a fragmented platform. 

Problem solver (not) 

Some might argue that each company 
needs to be different, locking in exclusivity 
to make their products more appealing. I 
understandthe logic behind it, butthat 


doesn’t mean I accept the arrangement. 

For far too long, there’s never been a 
unifying platform that links my multitude of 
devices together. The Internet of Things is 
supposedly designed to solve this problem, 
but from what CES 2015 has shown, it’s 
starting to create more first world problems 
forme. 



The future Is still bright 

Perhaps it’sjust pure wishfulthinkingon my 
partthatthere’ll be only one device to rule 
them all, and in the future, bind everything 
together. For all intents, you’ll still have to 
choose where your loyalties lie for your future 
connected homes, loT and what not. 
Nonetheless, CES 2015 is still an eye- 
opener for me and didn’t cease to amaze me 
even though it isn’t my first visit to the geek 
paradise. On the bright side, the days spent at 
the Sands Expo and Las Vegas Convention 
Centre, trying some crazy gadgets for geeks, 
were well spent. 
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JUSTINTJMEFORCNY 

ULYSSE NARDIN CLASSICO GOAT 

$poa / ulysse-riandln.CQm 

Even though they're based in Switzerland, every lunar new year 
sees Ulysse Nardin releasea new Classlootlmepfece featuring 
that year's Chinese zodiac animal. This coming model really gets 
ourgnattbut [na good way, It might not be as grandiose as the 
dragon model from a few years a^, buft the Classico Goat is stilt 
mfghty Impressive with the Intricate enamel champlev^ engraved 
goat on Its face. It's limited-edition only though, and you wont be 
surprised tohearthat only 88 will be available worldwide. 


ROTWION SENSATION 

GIRARD-PERREGAUXTRI-AXIAL 

TOURBILLjON 

$po«/girafd-perrBpux,com 

Theepitome of dasstc watchmaking Is undoubtedly the 
tourblllon, and longtime makers Glrard-Pernegaux are 
underst andably very proud of their fa ntast Ically complex Trl- 
Axial Tourbillon. All that complication Isn’t Just for show either - 
the watch achieves absolute timekeeping precision by 
courrterlnggravlty's effect on the movement. Nowavallablein 
white gold^ the Tri-Axial rotates on three axes asits name 
suggests, wftha new dial that showcases even more of this 
mechanical poetry in motion 


BIG BANG THEORY 

HUBLOT BIG BANG TOURBILLON 

fii>m$1SS30O/hut>lDtain 

There's something hypnotic about watching a tourbillon in motion, and 
now forthefirst time, you'ii be abietosee it on a Hubiot Big Bang. Made 
by Hubiot's very own team of watchmaking experts, the new Big Bang 
features a minute tourbiiion with an added barrette on the diai side to 
add stabiiity, whiie a power reserve indicator shows users how much of 
the 5-day power reserve is ieft. if the dassicaiiy beautifui titanium 
version doesn't strike yourfancy, there's aiwaysthefiashier King Goid 
version is avaiiabiefor just about $30,000 more. 
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Modest Mouse 

It's been a long time sin ce the 
American band released a record, 
eight years to be exact. But If first 
single Lampshades on FIp£\s any 
IndIcat IQT! of how good thealbum 
Is, the wait Is worth It. Very 
reminiscent of dassIcModest 
Mouse with its punchy lyrics and 
contagious beat, it's a winner In 
our books. 



or Montreal 

Frontman Kevin Barnes describes 
the upcoming album as an 
''emotionally exposed LP ' wWch Is 
great because the best albums are 
those that help peopleconnect with 
an artist on a de^ human leveland 
that do so without too much artifice 
or evasiveness." Be preparedtbral 
the feds and sometruth when you 
put this on then. 


Madonna 

It's the Queen of Pop's thirteenth album to 
date, but seniority In the world of music 
doesn’t count for anything these days 
given that most of this album vras leaked 
way before Its time. In the end, six of her 
tracks hadto bereleased on ITunes shortly 
after. If you'rea huge fan, head on over to 
download thetracks - legally. 








Laura Marling 

Everybody loves the songstress 
with herH^heartedtunesand It 
shouldn't be any ctffefent this time 
around. Inspired by her ttne In theUS 
and the resultirg emotion of being 
"desperately lostlntnansiatlon", 
Short Movie Is a thought-provoking 
tune set to a stirring bad<drop of riffs 
and strings. 



The Prodigy 

SufferliTgffom TheProdtgy 
withdrawal after Future Musk: 
Festival Asia? Fret not the group Is 
back with a ballsy new album. Hard 
and unapologetic, their tttletrack 
makes a resounding first 
Impression, In feet, the band has 
set pretty high expectations by 
stating that the album will "wipe 
th e floor' ' with the current DJs out 
there. 
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26 THE GUNMAN 

PTSD, what a curse. A former soldier, played by Sean Penn, wants out of the military game in 

order to pursue his lady fove. As you can expect, things arent quite that simple and the 
organisation he works for has other plans In mind, in order to escape their clutches^ he's 
forced to go on the run across Europe. 


t I T-fi-r-T-f-rT-r-f 



CHAPPIE 

Directed by Neil Blomkamp of District 
9fame, Chappie is a science fiction 
film that makes robots seem a lot less 
scary than Elon Musksaidthey would 
be. Chappie is a robot built to feel, but 
as you can expect, life in thef uture is 
not rainbows and butterflies for 
artificially intelligent life and he must 
0 ve rco m e t h e f 0 rces t h a t wa nt to 
destroy him. 




THE LAST: NARUTO THE 
MOVIE 

Thetenthmovietodateissettwo 
years after the Fourth Shinobi World 
War. However, there's always trouble 
on the horizon. And thistime, it's in the 
form of the moon threatening to 
crash-land on earth. Made to 
celebratethe15th anniversary of the 
famousfranchise, true Naruto fans 
can't miss out on it. 




CINDERELLA 

Yes, you're probably familiar with the 
fairytale, but have you watched the 
live-action adaptation? Starring Lily 
James, Helena Bonham Carter, and 
Richard Madden, this version is not 
the one you were told when you were 
a kid. But we won't spoil it for you. Just 
be prepared for a few deviations from 
the story. 



KIDNAPPING FREDDY 
HEINEKEN 

That last name should ring a bell with 
many. Based on a real event, the film 
followsthe kidnapping of thefamous 
Dutch brewer - from beginning to 
end. Bit of trivia for you, it'sthe 
largest ransom ever paid for an 
individual. Feel free to throw that 
knowledge out there. Stars Anthony 
Hopkins as Freddy himself. 
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THE PRAWN 
STAR 

WESTERN-STYLED 
SEAFOOD Zl CHAR 

21 Oioet£in HiU, Singapore OS9^ 

ToL 63233553 
hookup^praMmstar^ 

The 36-seater restaurant exudes raw charm 
with Its stripped down decor. Aiming to replicate 
the grunge and grtt of a back alley, Its attention 
to detail can be seen In the usage of reclaimed 
pallets for dining tables and refurbished table 
legs. The place prides itself on serving only the 
freshest catch each day, you won't get any 
nasty frozen seafood here. 

If you’re planning to get something to share 
for your starters, you absolutely have to pick the 
Sriracha Caramel Popcorn ($8). Thesefluffy 
nuggets are coated in a spicy sweet blend of 
sriracha and caramel, with the latter giving a 
caramelised flavour to bring out the sweetness 
of the piquant coating. The King Prawns on 
Vermicelli Claypot ($32) pays tribute tothe 
famous Thailand one. Cooked in the claypot, the 
moist and flavour-laden vermicelli sits buried 
under the generous portion of large prawns 
after soaking up their juices. There’s a crab 
version too, if you aren’t in the mood for prawns. 
The Grilled Moreton Bay Bugs ($24) were 
perfectly cooked, tender and easily extracted 
from their shells. The Prawn Star doesn’t shy on 
the black pepper butter which accompanied the 
fresh bay bugs so well, you can almost taste the 
sea. If you’re still feeling peckish, try the TPS 
Grilled King Prawns In Slgrrature KJmchl-Miso 
Butter ($26). The prawns are first grilled then 
finished off over the fire in the claypot. Sprinkled 
with sliced chillies and spring onions, they’re 
meaty, flavourful and smack of umami. We 
recommend using your hands to get at every bit. 

The place also serves great cocktails and craft 
beers to wash your food down with. We tried the 
Sugar and Spice which came with a chilli padi 
garnish which is a little prelude to what you can 
expect. Topped off with lime foam, thecodrtall 
came with a heady punch of spice. For dessert, 
we tried the Banana Fritters with Salted Caramd 
and Vanilla Ice Cream ($10). The wait we had to 
endure was worth it, the warm nut-crusted 
fritters complemented the vanilla ice cream 
perfectly. A drizzle of salted caramel sauce 
topped the flavours off perfectly. 



STUFF TO TRY 

5rNd»€annMlftpG3ni$8 

Savoury sweet popcorn with a 
touch of spice 



Lightly fried fish skin and potato 
slices served with a vinegar dip 


TFS SAad IQiigRawnsttStoMM 
IChrahNM»RiiiarS» 

Grilled meaty prawns in an addictive 
savoury sauce served with 
baguette slices on the side 


Refreshing gin-based cocktail with 
cucumber and lime 


OPENING HOURS Mon-Fri :12pm -2,30pm ! Mon-mj:6pnfi- 1030pm I Fri-sat: 6pm- Late 

STUFF SAYS OBSCENELY DELICIOUS, YOU SHOULD DEFINITELY GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY HERE 
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OUR MONTH 


What tj^ i^st ^T^ajj^have brou^l us by way of geekery 



ISAWTHE 
FUTURE OF 
30 PRINTING 

...andltteabsolutiety 
tmy. While standard 
3D printers are 
limited to chunky 
plastic, the OWL 
MC-1hasa 
resolution Off one 
micTOn-aboyta 
tenth of the ¥rfdth 
of a human hair. Its 
also rather prlc3^, 
butthafstomonw-- 
tednfbryou. 


I PLAYED 
VIRTUAL 
VOLLEY- 
BALL.. 

wtthanOojIusVR 
headset and Intel 
RealSeise 3D 
camera. I pnsbably 
kx^kedlikeafod, 
wvlng my hands 
madly hn the air to 
Nt a virtual bal to 
someone miles 
away. But If s really 
fun, and coming 
from someone 
who's growing 
horizontally, virtual 
gamkigisrtghtup 
myaley. 


IWENT 

SURFING 

USA 

I tried sand-dune 
buggyinginthe 
rock-scattered 
Mojave Desert 
Just before CES 
kfcteJofflnW^s. 
My Innards were 
shaken, my brain 
wasstimed,but 
istfll came out with 
all limbs Intact - 
despite getting very 
lost and stuck In the 
sand a few times. 


I TRIED OUT 

VRHEAO' 

PHONES„ 

...only to discover 
that they’re actualy 
more like 3D video 
goggles, owing to 
th^ 45- field of 
view. StBI, the 
Avegant Glyph's 
tjsch-whlch 
reflects Images 
drectly onto your 
retlnes- means 
they’re smai, and 
they look amai^ 


I COOKED 

WITH 

SOENCE 

I’m not boasting; 
myrtisnsdpels 
k^ndary. But 
the arrival of 
an Immersion 
Cjrailator demands 

ODOklr^abatdh 

sous vide and then 
comparing the twa 
The vacuum-seated 
meat Is currently 
halfway through 
a 36-hour bath. 


IFELT 

THINGS 

THAT 

WERENT 

THERE 

AtCESjtrted 
out Ultrahaptics, 
which combines 
Ijeap Motion with 
ultrasound so you 
can touch str^vns 
of vktual bubbles 
that burst on your 
hand, or waive 
your way through 
albroefleld'. 


WMDurm 

edtur/wIgpftTter 


mPbidater 

ecfftor-fri-chfef/ 

goggiebeseer 


Esat Dedezade 
stuff writer/ 
stM sandy 


TynHeeSeow 
onihe etfftor a^y 
virtue^ ottikste, 
reahifesiot 


TbmPorsons 
reviews edttar/ 
meat bather 


Stephen Graves 
on^ deputy edlfjor 
/ Johnry Afriemofric 
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YOUR MONTH MAR 


Have a musical march this month 




SING 




SINGAPORE 
INTERNA- 
TIONAL JAZZ 
FESTIVAL 


If you're all about 
that Jazz, this four- 
day celebration of 
the gen^ should 
float your boat 
Featuring both 
International and 
homegrown acts, It 
promises to be a 


fimtlme. 

Event Ptaza at 
Marina Bay Sanife 


13 

FUTURE 
MUSJC FES- 
TIVAL ASIA 

The tw>-d^ event 
will see scores of 
DJs and revellers 
crossing land and 
sea to party. 
FeatuilrtgFatbcy 
Sim, The Prodigy 
and Afrojack, this 
year's event proves 
to be trigger ^an 


EDSHEERAN 
LIVE IN 
SINGAPORE 

For the first time 
ever.ESdSIreeran 
graces our shores 
with hb Gram rny- 
whmlrrg presence 
for only one night 
Better hurry before 
tickets sel out 
The Star Theatre 


ever. 


Changl Exhibition 
Centre 



VIBE BEACH 
SPORTS 
AND MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


Whether tt/s 
volleybal, soccer or 
even ^jmba you 
fancy, Vibe has It al. 
Andifyou’nencrt 
tired out from the 
day, stick around 
torarrightofdance 
to IntEmational QJs. 


Rom the same 
people behind The 
Uon King comes 
another winning 
Disney dassic If s 
like what you 
remember from 
yoir childhood, but 
with bettB" songs, 
MasterCaid 
TheatP^ at Marina 
Bay Sands 


EARTH HOUR 

Pledge your support 
foranenvtronrTientai 
caLise akMig with the 
nest of the world If 
Spidermart was last 
year's ambassador, 
we can't waft to see 
what this year's 
event holds. 


Sll^ Beach 
Sentosa 
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REVIEWS, EEATURES LATEST NEWS 
OPINIONS AND LOADS MORE 
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luniyM pha^io§twi$ihM 


thM prow Si n gfio w hw 


Samsung Galaxy 56 preview 





TwMt 2 






StfVKKW tx- ■ aof on I vrop M Itw 

purpqffiri mabig c ow pf ff a if 

pvwi 


Wc*-^ btg fans o# Samsur^’s cvif rent flagship phone, the 
Galaxy SS We even awarded it a fu(t f rve stars tn our 
review But that's not to say it’s perfect, and it's certainly not 
the best smartphone around - in fact the 55 sits a fair old 
way down the chart when it comes to t r ;tL o 


The 15 bail id-A ifwviM on NetfUx 



AWESOME NEW 
CONTENT EVERY DAM 

SluffSir 


Stuff's Ultimate Guide to Google 
Android 
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I T ^ L L 
STILL BE 
REALLY. 
REALLY 
FAST 


IT^LL BE 
GESTURE- 
CONTROLLED 






FUTURE OF DRIVING 



YOU' 

DRIVE 



ONLY 

WHEN 



YOU WANT TO 

Fully self-driving cars are a way off, but 'piloted' 
driving means you drive the fun stuff, then let 
the car do the work on the boring bits 


FRKKJrrUSIRBiAMS 
The Prologue also 
sports Audi’s new 
laser headlights, 
which offer twice the 
visibility when used 
as high beams. 


^ y 



HANDLE CAREFULLY 


No, they haven’t 


forgotten the door 


handies: just touch the 


right spot and invisible 

•m' ^ ■— - J- ^ ■ V ^ ^ — 

- --- sensors will pop the 

"l - 

56 S www.stuff.tv 

door open. 




AUDI PROLOGUE 


W hile many concept to a partnership with LG, be 

cars don’t have working hailed over short distances 
components or even engines, by a smartwatch. It’s a further 
the Prologue is a real, driveable evolution of technologies that 
taste of the luxury two-door are already available, such as 
A9 that will soon top the Audi automatic braking and lane 
range. A 605bhp, 4-litre V8 detection. Pairing a bonnetful 

pushes the Prologue up to 60 of sensors with a bootload of 
in a blistering 3.7 secs, but once computing power, the Prologue 

you’ve had your fun with its learns about its surroundings 

ferocious power you can press and updates its brain via an 

a pair of buttons on the steering always-on cloud connection, 
wheel and let the onboard Al deal And the techfest doesn’t 

with the motorway traffic. stop there: inside the car there 

This is what’s known as are four bespoke high-res touch 

piloted driving: it’s not a fully displays, which replace all the 

autonomous Johnny Cab that dials and buttons. There’s even 
can tool around entirely without a curved touchscreen, used 
a human - though it can, thanks to control media. 




TESLA AUTOPILOT 


As the company that has done more than 
any other to push car-tech forward in 
the last few years, it’s not surprising that 
Tesla is champing at the bit to turn its 
swanky electric cars into swanky self- 
driving electric cars. Founder Elon Musk 
announced in October that every new 
Model S would ship with the sensors and 
firmware enhancements to effectively 
drive itself on the motorway. Lane Keep 
Assist (the car auto-steers to hold its 
lane) and Speed Assist (the car auto- 
accelerates and brakes) are now active on 
every new Model S, and more advanced 
features, such as the car autonomously 
coming to meet you at the front door, are 
to be added as software updates. 










I RACED AGAINST 
A ROBOT - AND LOST 


TOM PARSONS 

^ REVIEWS EDITOR 


O n a dreary Wednesday 
morning at the Ascari 
racetrack in southern Spain 
I meet Bobby, one of two 
driverless Audi RS7s that 
are, but for some go-faster 
graphics and a boot computer, 
standard production cars. 
Bobby’s driving processors 
are contained in a box that’s 
little bigger than a PS4, and 
without coaching he doesn’t 
know what to do on the track, 
so the engineers drive him a 
few laps to give him a feel for 
the boundaries, then he’s ready 
to take me for a spin. 

Bobby is not slow off the 
line, cautious on the brakes 
or timid through the corners. 
As we race towards the first 
chicane I pray that he won’t 


do a Windows Vista and bug 
out right when he should be 
hitting the brakes. As it turns 
out, he leaves it far later than 
I’d have the cojones to, then 
hammers the brake hard 
enough for the car to squirm 
as its not insignificant weight 
shifts to the front, but with 
some very quick adjustments 
to avoid skidding. 

Knowing a rain shower was 
on the way, Audi’s engineers 
dialled the robo-RS7 back 
a little before we set off, but 
Bobby is still terrifyingly fast 
- swinging into corners with 
no regard for the lunch I’ve 
Just eaten and accelerating 
as if Jabbed in the backside 
with a hot poker. 

The lap is completely 
automated - the engineer 
sitting in the driver’s seat 
holds a kill switch Just in case, 
but it’s entirely Bobby’s doing. 
I feel like I’ve been driven by 


a human racing driver, one 
trying hard to scare the tapas 
out of me. And now I have to 
try to beat his time. 

Inspired by my robotic 
rival I try to brake hard and 
late, but my human safety 
protocols won’t let me take 
it to quite the same limit. 

I cross the line, exhausted, in 
2mins 22secs - two seconds 
slower than Bobby. I’m no 
racing driver, but I wasn’t slow 
around Ascari. There were 
others present who did beat 
the robot, but only Just. 

Later, an engineer tells 
me I should try racing Bobby’s 
brother, AJay. Despite being 
identical cars with identical 
hardware, software and 
mapping, they have different 
personalities - one drives 
more aggressively than 
the other. Spookily, despite 
a huge amount of expertise, 
they don’t know why. 


1 SUPER NAV 
TheRS7’sGPS is 100 
times more accurate 
than the one in your car. 
It can detect deviation 
from the iine by as iittie 
as a centimetre. 


2 FAST COMPUTER 

The RS7 has driven with 
precision at speeds of 
up to 241kph, and in 
2010 a human-free 
Audi TTS drove the 
Pike’s Peak chailenge. 


3 SENSOR ADVENTURE 

Infrared and ultrasonic 
sensors, 3D cameras, 
radar, video cameras 
and coiiision detection 
give the RS7 six senses. 
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VlaSfKisMrIy 
dHtloIttoget 
holdofasmh 
sendentcarand 
a team of skied 
engineers for 
yourvveekmd 
radn&butyou 
might as well 
train up justh 
case. Pnqillect 
C^AS offers 
the chance to 
race Ate on 
pahistaklngly 
realstic tracks 
and ft even 
sig)portsvt1ijal 
reality cflsplays. 



© : v-v 
/ W 


SPIRIT CHASER 

The ‘ghost car’ is something you’re 
probably familiar with from games, 
giving you a transparent pace-setter 
based on your previous laps. A concept 
design by Jaguar Land Rover brings the 
ghost car to real roads, via the magic 
of AR. Using a windscreen that’s also a 
transparent display (like a larger version 
of the heads-up display found in the BMW 
i8), a virtual car is made to appear on the 
road ahead, complete with a ‘follow me’ 
sign for faultless navigation. We’d rather 
use it to improve our lap times, though. 

It also begs the question of what other 
game tech could be applied to real-world 
tracks. Could Forzo's ‘Drivatar’ function, 
which creates a racing Al based on your 
driving patterns, be used to imprint an A7 
with an F1 driver’s personality? 


www.stuff.tv 


#• FUTURE OF DRIVING 


TWO 

IT'LL RUN 
ON SPARKS 
AND SEAWATER 


th( world 1 1 ; es dr^other 30 of fossil 
fiiel'^ might not bg the gruatL ^t idi d. n -v. powg^ 
sources ai'e jostling for a place on the starting grid 



FUTURE OF DRIVING •# 



Wveseenfuri 
celdiargers 
before, but they 
rdy on bespoke 
hydrogen fod 
cartridges that 
aie expensive 
orctfflculttD 
recharge. The 
Kkkstarted 
KnalTvtfeiic 
charger runs 
on UghterfUd, 
turringItiTtoa 
2W current that 
wtl recharge an 
Phone 11 ttnes 
from one 


D on’t fill your Fiesta with ‘the 
power of the ocean’ - you’ll 
corrode your petrol tank and 
your carburettor will get blocked 
by a mackerel. Only the Quant 
can draw power from seawater 
- although ‘saltwater’ is accurate, 
as we’re guessing they don’t go 
to the beach to power up this 
gull-winged concept. There’s a 
lot to like about this four-seater, 
from its curvy wooden interior 
to its Android navbrain, but the 
real magic is its battery. 

For electric cars to take over, 
they need range. Tesla is looking 
to solve this by replacing petrol 


stations with its Superchargers, 
but NanoFlowcell’s battery 
claims a range of up to 600km. 
The technology for redox flow 
batteries has been around for 
a while, but so far no-one has 
turned it into a viable power 
source for a car. If the Quant 
succeeds, it could usher in a 
new era of electric cars. 

Flow batteries are powerful, 
but unlike lithium-ion batteries, 
they don’t wear out after a few 
years of being recharged. They 
are eco-friendly, can be made 
from cheap materials, and you 
can fill ’em up like a petrol tank. 


Another alternative to lithium batteries 
- and one that many more companies 
are banking on - is the use of fuel cells. 
The FCEV’s small, power-dense cell 
offers an estimated range of around 
483km, but it doesn’t need charging like a 
battery. Instead you refuel it with 
hydrogen, a process that takes about as 
long as topping your old dinosaur-burner 
with petrol. While there are relatively few 
hydrogen refilling stations, Flonda also 
makes a home energy station that takes 
your natural gas supply and reforms it 
into hydrogen, which it then uses to supply 
your home with heating and power as well 
as refilling your car’s fuel cell - halving 
your energy bills in the process. 


ROADSTHAT 

Qmm 

with 

Inductively 

diarglngtoll 

roads, you’d be able to keep 
drlvlr® while your car pcwers up. 
Sounds Uke sd-ft? In South Korea, 
there are already a few roads that 
Inductively charge efectrlc buses. 


1,5-YARPDASH 
Inside, the entire dash 
forms a 1.25m display, 
running an Android 
operating system. 
Great for really, really 
widescreen films. 


a.iCTROLIIl 
By pumping out used 
electrolyte solution and 
pumping new ‘charged’ 
solution in, the Quant 
can be refilled like 
a standard car. 


JETENeiNES 

Theiaguar 

C-X75 

concept, 

announced 

In 2010, used a pair of diesel-fed 
Jet engines to power Its foil* 
dectrlc motors, offering huge 
amounts of energy from a 
relatively smai amount of fuel. 


USING LESS 
POWER 

WMe It’s 
not likely 

to take off ^ 

In the US, some aut»-maters 
are fbcudng on making smaller, 
Bghterand more aerodynamic 
C 2 rs that Just need less energy , 
nke the superb VW XL1. 


www.stuff.tv 






• FUTURE OF DRIVING 



IT'LL BE 
GESTURE- 



ON L LED 


Car designers walk a fine line between keeping us 
entertained and keeping us safe. The answer is to 
go hands-free, with a gesture-controlled cockpit 





FUTURE OF DRIVING 


tfyoycan^ 
wait to start 
adr-sw^tng 
your aik and 
¥tfaftlngyour 
maps, dim’s 
always Naydy, 
described by Its 
makers as ‘Ifce 
Gog^ Glass, 
fbr your car”. 
UketheGanrlfi 
HUDIt projects 
Inform a tion 
onto a head-up 
cft^ilay, wtth 
the added 
bonus of 
hands-crfr 
gesture 
asitmL 


F or a car that’s supposed to 
let you keep your eyes on 
the road, VW’s infotainment 
showcase offers a lot of pixels 
to not look at. There’s a huge 
12.8in main screen for Apple 
CarPlay or Android Auto, an Sin 
screen below that for climate 
control and volume, and the 
instrument cluster is itself a 
12.3in display. What’s more, 
every switch, button and dial 
has been replaced by proximity- 
sensing touch surfaces. 

The idea is that swipes 
and gestures are easier, and 
therefore safer, than buttons 
and dials. So, rather than fiddle 
with a dial to zoom into your 


sat-nav map, you swipe two 
fingers across the multi-touch 
slider that separates the two 
central screens. Commands 
are met by haptic feedback, 
so you know you’ve clicked 
or swiped without taking your 
eyes off the road. 

Better yet, you don’t actually 
need to touch the controls. A 3D 
camera in the roof recognises 
hand gestures: waft your hand 
near the sunroof and it’ll open; 
wave in front of the stereo and 
it’ll fast-forward or rewind. Which 
is great until a bee gets into the 
car and you start performing 
an impromptu DJ set in your 
attempts to shoo it out. 


Self-driving cars may eliminate the 
problem of other people’s awful driving, 
but there’s still the problem of other 
people’s awful taste in music. Or perhaps 
not, if Harman’s Individual Sound Zone 
(ISZ) technology takes off. By combining 
the vehicle’s existing speakers with added 
headrest speakers and some flat speakers 
within the car ceiling, ISZ can create a ‘halo’ 
of sound around each passenger’s head, so 
you only hear your own playlist and none 
of whatever ghastly earvomit the Simply 
Red fan to your left is listening to. 

It’s not as isolating as headphones, so 
you can still hear other people’s voices to 
play I Spy and the Eddie Stobart Game. 


The Sin touchscreen 
to control the air-con 
uses subtle haptic 
feedback that makes it 
feel like you’re pressing 
a button or a slider. 


yfour choice of phone has In tiie 
past restricted you to certain 
speakers, accessories and 
servkKS, but tharikfiilly k doesnl: 
lookaslfltl rriakeanydlfferenGa 
to yoir rnotor. At CES last monto 
VW, AlxI, Parrot, Kenwood and 
Pioneer all announced car tech 
that supports both C^Play and 
Android Auto. Pick of the crop 
for us F^amof s RN B6, a Tin 

HD head unit running Andn^td 
LoDIpop (but supporting CarPlay), 
that works with front and rear 
cameras, parking sensors and 
vehide diagnostics to provide 
a seriously geeky ride, 
before you start playing 
with the sophisticated audio 
tuning. Shotgun! 


PARKUFE 

VW’s new Trained 
Parking uses a camera 
to identify a space, 
move up to it and park, 
all with minimal input 
from the driver. 
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FOUR 


IT'LL BE A TAXI 
THAT THINKS 
- FOR I T S E L F 


When all cars drive themselves and algorithms can predict 
when and where you'li need an autonomous cab, cars 
wiii become iike hotels: a service, not owned, but hired 
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FomrEi^glah 
towns ^Milton 
Keynes, Brtrtol, 
Greenwfdiand 
Coventry — wffl 
be testing 
cklverless cm 
thtsyeir.Theyll 
mainly be slow^ 
moving pMxIs 
rather than 
super-teoojry 
robo-<oup^ 
buturrilloethe 
flashier models, 
tliey*nbe 
usaUebythe 
pufcJhiTliat 
shoUd take the 
stmgoutof 
nealsIngyoiLfne 
miilfton 
Keyne& 


I f the car of the future really 
is an artificially intelligent Uber, 
there are bound to be different 
levels of service. At the bottom 
will be robotic Dacia Sanderos 
that make stopoff s for Amazon 
deliveries. At the top, there’ll be 
this reflective scoop of luxury. 

The F 015 is basically a small 
first-class lounge on wheels. 
The seats face each other, as 
those rich enough to sit inside 
wouldn’t dream of doing 
anything so servile as driving, 
but passengers can still act as 
backseat drivers, instructing the 
car via huge touchscreens. 

The benefits aren’t just for 
those inside, though: if it spots 


a pedestrian at the edge of 
the road, the F 015 will halt and 
project a pedestrian crossing, 
like Sir Francis Drake laying his 
cape across a puddle. 

While the engine - a hybrid 
electric powertrain with a fuel 
cell for longer Journeys and 
batteries for around town - 
and the self-driving tech are 
clever, the most forward- 
thinking thing about this car 
is how Mercedes says it will 
be used. It’s a ‘mobile living 
space’ rather than a means of 
transport: somewhere to watch 
films and have meetings and 
sleep while, incidentally, also 
going somewhere. 


When the Giant King of the Internet builds 
a self-driving car, it’s natural to have high 
expectations, and it’s equally natural to be 
bemused when the motor in question turns 
up looking like the plastic wobblemobile 
you trundled around the playground in 
as a toddler. But Google’s prototype takes 
vehicular autonomy to its full extent: the 
only human control is a button, and given 
Google’s expertise in voice recognition, 
it’s unlikely that even this will remain in 
later versions. Its cutesy grin belies the 
formidable tech lurking beneath: on top of 
GPS and camera positioning, 64 lasers scan 
the surroundings in 360°. Unsurprisingly, 
auto companies are quietly battling to get 
Google’s tech into their machines. 


LOUNGE LIZARD 

The interior is described 
as a ‘luxury lounge’, 


SCREEN IF YOU WANT 
TO GO FASTER 
Gestures and touch 


with walnut flooring, controls on the six large 


nappa leather seats and interior displays allow 







IT'LL S 
BE REA 
REALLY 



TILL 

lly. 

FAST 


As motorways become automatic and cities 
become no-drive zones, the car of the future will 
live on the racetrack and the winding country road 




RAST 

Ford hasn’t published 
what its new baby can 
do yet, but expect a 
0-100 of around three 
seconds and a top 
speed of over 322kph. 


UBHT 

Because the chassis 
itseif is made with 
carbon fibre, the GT will 
rival the McLaren PI 
and Ferrari 458 for 
power-to-weight. 


OinTASIBKT 

It’ll be late 2016 before 
the first of the new GTs 
roils onto public roads, 
at an estimated price 
of around £250,000 
($505,000). Better 
start saving. 


FASTER STILL 

FLYING CARS 
ITieiitlinate 
answer to your 
traffic woes Is to 
rise above tt and 
hoonalor^bia 
straight Ine art 241kph. If s still early days, 
and the Aeroinobll 3.0 Is more of a drivable 
plane than a flying car, but the dream of 
a 3D o>mmiite remains strong. 

HYPERLOOP 

Whygotna — ^ 

straight hne at 
24'kphwhen 
/xjcargDlna 
straight Ineat 

1223kph? THs Insanely fast vacuum 
tubeway, currently belrig cor^kterad 
by Tesla mechwizard Eton Musk, Is like 
afr travel v^ttlKXJt the pesky up-down bit 

OR YOU COULD 
JUST STRAP 
VDUR^LFTD 
A JET ENGINE 
That’s the ba^ 
premise of 
Bloodhound SSQ a^car* being developed 
In Bristol to break the leiOkph banfer. 

With 135.000bhp and wheels of sold 
aluminium, Its a nippy littie rmner. 


www.stuff.tv I 


FUTURE OF DRIVING 


Y OU wouldn’t think a 600bhp 
supercar would allow the 
word ‘eco’ within 300 feet of 
the scoops and blades of its 
carbon fibre bodywork, but 
the new GT’s engine is a big, 
bad, bodybuilder brother to 
the EcoBoost engines found 
in today’s Fiestas. Of course, 
if you were to try to put the 
GT’s 3.5-litre V6 in a small car 
it would probably punch its 
way out and stomp off on its 
muscular pistons in search of 
a polar bear to eat, but that’s 
what cars like this are about. 

When all the boring driving 
is done by computers and every 
journey from A to B is done 


under clean, green power, there 
will still be cars that want to go 
from A back to A, repeatedly, 
very quickly indeed. 

The GT is both a pedigree 
hound and a mechanical wolf 
from the future. It’s a clear 
descendant of the original 
GT40, which was designed and 
built in Britain and dominated Le 
Mans in the 1960s, but it’s also 
festooned with tech, including a 
body that’s mostly carbon fibre 
and a rear wing that actively 
angles and positions itself 
for aerodynamic effect. And, 
like previous GTs, it promises 
to leave a trail of frustrated 
Ferraris behind it. 


\bu might not 
have the team 
of csRpertsand 
theglantiMMicif 
money required 
to run a proper 
radng outfit, 
but you can 
Impioveboth 
your driving 
and your ear's 
peHtrmance 
using the Dash 
pkjg-ln module 
andapp^whleh 
ghreacKeanced 
feedback on 
both your car's 
vital signs and 
the amount of 
hiel you're using. 

/ 


HONDA NSX 

Unveiled (as the Acura NSX, its name in 
the US) on the same day as the Ford GT, 
Flonda’s new supercar is, like the GT, the 
son of a superstar. The original NSX had 
some help, to be fair - Flonda enlisted 
Ayrton Senna for final testing and design 
tweaks - but the long-awaited new NSX 
promises to uphold the family name. 

It’s a hybrid, but not in the Prius sense: 
like the BMW i8, it has front wheels driven 
by a pair of electric motors, but there’s also 
a third motor that fills in the gap between 
takeoff and the huge whump of power 
delivered by the twin-turbocharged V6. 
Flonda says it’ll be even quicker off the 
mark than crazy-acceleration, all-electric 
cars like the Tesla Model S. Phew. 




• FUTURE OF DRIVING 


E L E C T R 1^ 
CARS COULD 
SOON HAVE 
WIRELESS 
CHARGING 


The future is electric and Qualcoinm is already laying down the 
dynamically-charging path for it 



FUTURE OF DRIVING ••• 


A couple of years back, 
Qualcomm showed off its Halo 
technology that would one day 
charge electric vehicles 
wirelessly. 

We oohed and ahead, and 
then just as quickly, forgot 
about it as it was Just a concept 
at that point in time. Who knew 
that this one day would be upon 
us in 2014, when we flew to 
Putrajaya to check out how it 
worked at the second leg of the 
first-ever Formula E, and to 
hear of the grand plans they’re 
cooking up for the future. 

FORMULA E IS THE BEDROCK 
Qualcomm broke out the 
charging pads at Formula E. 
Capable of charging the 
specially outfitted BMW 13 and 
18 course cars wirelessly, which 
means no unplugging in case of 
emergencies, the charging 
stations are set up in certain 
areas where the cars can be 
parked over them. 

Just like how Formula One 
technology trickles into real life 
car making, think of Formula E 
as the testing grounds for the 
tech that will one day be in your 
own garage or car park. Graeme 
Davison, Vice President of 
Technology tells us that 
Qualcomm looks forward to 
installing the same Halo tech in 
the actual Formula E racing cars. 

Formula E also showcased 
the possibilities of an electric 
future, that such a large scale 
event with so many electric- 
powered vehicles could run 
smoothly without a hitch. 

IN THE FUTURE 

But the reason people don’t 


buy electric vehicles is because 
of their limited range, and 
wireless charging doesn’t 
exactly solve that. Well, in the 
eventuality that electric 
vehicles become the vehicle of 
choice for the masses, range 
wouldn’t be an issue. Why? 
Dynamic charging is the 
answer. 

There won’t be the need for 
perfect alignment to get 
wireless charging to kick in at 
the frequency sweet spot of 85 
kHz. While that won’t disable 
the frequency that your 
keyless system works on, it’s 
still not the safest bandwidth to 
get within. 

So what happens if your cat 
or kid crawls into the space 
between car and charging pad? 
Don’t worry, Qualcomm has 
the contingency answer for 
that too. Termed Living Object 
Protection, the system can 
detect when a foreign object 
enters within proximity of the 
charging field. This 
automatically shuts the 
system down, and sends the 
owner a notification for his 
intervention. The mm-based 
radar system will be so 
sensitive that it can even 
detect the heartbeat and 
breathing from a distance 
away, so no worries about it 
being activated too late. 

Sorry for the digression, 
we got distracted by the cat. 
Back to the topic of dynamic 
charging. The plans Qualcomm 
has for wireless charging 
doesn’t stop at the pad, they 
tncbde broader categories like 
static charghg, seml-dynamfc 
charging, arxl dy namic charging. 


The first could be parking 
spots outside your local 
grocers, where you park the car 
and get it charged while you 
pick up necessities. Davison 
puts it this way: “If you can park 
a car, you can charge a car.’’ 

There won’t even be a need for 
perfect alignment in the future. 

The second could occur at 
traffic lights, where the semi- 
dynamic charging kicks in while 
you stop your electric car 
momentarily. 

The third and most ambitious 
are charging pads built into the 
roads themselves. Juicing up 
your car on the drive, meaning 
you’ll never have to stop to 
“gas’’ it up. 

On a much larger scale, the 
energy footprint of entire cities 
could possibly be changed with 
more electric vehicles powered 
by wireless charging. Think 
less air pollution. As the air 
becomes cleaner, windows can 
be opened and as such, people 
wouldn’t feel the need to 
switch on the air-conditioning. 
Call it an energy revolution if 
you will. We’re liking the 
potential domino effect that 
wireless charging can bring 
about. 

And it doesn’t Just end there. 
The different possibilities of 
charging wirelessly on the go? 
All that can be solar-powered, 
and the world will be free from 
evil pollution. That is, until 
someone somehow finds a way 
to sentence the earth to death 
once again. 

But you get the idea. It all 
begins with this one wireless 
charging pad, and from here on 
out, infinite potential. 
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FIRST TEST ASUS R06 G751JT 


Gaming democracy 1 

Tein Hee Seow gets a taste of true power as he dives into a brave new gaming i 


worid envisioned by Asus' iatest ROG G751 


$2198 / asus*CDm/sg 


Yes, we’re PC gaming snobs. 
Give us a gaming desktop 
anytime, because we’d 
rather spend our precious 
hours punching those keys 
and clicking the mouse than 
wrestling with complicated 
button combos on a 
controller. 

But like all first world 
problems, it boggles the 
mind to choose from a wide 
range of capable gaming 
systems. And there’s the 
matter of desktops versus 
laptops, the latter being a 
more suitable choice for 
gaming tournaments. 

Asus’ gaming laptop 
range, aptly named Republic 
of Gamers, nails that need 
down to a perfect tee. And 
when we took the base 
model of its latest Asus ROG 
G751JT out for a spin, we 
could certainly see why. 


1 Fighting fit 

The design reference to a stealth 
fighter is quite obvious. The 
tapered edges, robust look and 
non-glossy surface reflect the 
power emanating from this 
behemoth. Though the plastic 
chassis feels a tad less premium, it 
makes the laptop’s 4.8kg weight 
(including the battery) 
manageable for lengthier trips. 


2 Show it off 

We’re suckers for anti-glare 
screens, and this 17.3in full HD 
display was a sight to behold even 
under strong light. When the sun 
shone upon the screen, we still got 
crisp, clear visuals while we 
exterminated a few goblins. The 
178 degree viewing angle is. 
however, way too wide - get a 3M 
filter to block prying eyes. 



3 The right equipment 

You can’t take the G751JT lightly. 
Not with its massive size. But 
the upside is its amazingly easy 
to use keyboard, which tapers 
down at an angle for comfortable 
use. The generously-sized 
mouse pad is a huge plus point, 
but less likely to be used since a 
proper mouse will be the 
preferred fragging tool. 


4 Juiced up 

Games tell great stories. For the 
G751JT, it’s one of sheer power. It 
purrs ever so silently, but 
on-screen, the system handles 
graphics rendering and loading 
times effortlessly. Most 
importantly, it’s a cool cat, 
thanks to the well-ventilated 
design that keeps the laptop 
from overheating. 



12 hours with the I 
Asus ROG G751JT 


lOmins ISmins 30mins 40mins Ihr 2hrs 3hrs 6hrs 7hrs 
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FIRST TEST ASUS ROG G751JT 



5 The brain drain 

For all the praises one can sing, a 
gaming laptop’s limitation rears its 
ugly head when it’s disconnected 
from a power source. Intensive 
gaming sessions can drain the 
battery juice under three hours. 
Moderate usage, however, 
stretches that mileage slightly 
beyond four hours. 




Processor Intel Core I7-4710HQ Processor 
Graphics Nvidia GeForce GTX 970M with 3GB GDDR5 
VRAM 

Screen 17.3in Full HD Anti-Glare 

RAM8GBDDR3 

Storage 512GB SSD + 1TB HDD 

Connectivity HDMI x 1 / Mini-DisplayPort x 2 / Wi-Fi 

(2x2 802.11 ac) / Bluetooth 4.0 / USB 3.0 x 4 


Built for gamers 


The Asus gaming laptop has a few tricks up its sleeve 
to up the ante in a game 



■ Deciicated 
and record keys 
A single keystroke rather 
than hovering the mouse 
cursor over the Steam 
app makes gaming so 
much easier. Not to 
mention, a quick record 
button to immortalise 
your gaming wins. 



■ Multiple displays 

Why would anyone need 
multiple display outputs? 
Other than for giggles 
and Just because you can, 
there’s the option to play, 
watch a movie and read 
up on gaming strategies 
all at once. 



■ Overclocking 
The laptop’s design isn’t 
Just for show. The rear 
vents, resembling the Jet 
vents of the advanced 
fighter it’s modeled after, 
expel the heat from the 
laptop. And we were none 
the wiser too, since it 
wasn’t too noisy. 



■ Gaming Center 
Like fingerprints, each 
game is unique, so no 
single graphics setting fits 
all. The Gaming Center 
lets you tweak certain 
games with specific 
settings for the optimal 
gameplay experience. 


P Value-wise, you're robbing Asus blind if you 
buy the Asus ROG G751JT at this price. But if 
power ranks above all else, this gaming 
laptop isn't going to make you want to give 
up your more powerful desktop over this. While it's 
leaning on the chunky side, at least it's more portable 
than clunky gaming consoles, (^teinhee 


iTUF= SAYS ★★★★☆ 

Perfect for on-the-move gamers 
on a shoestring budget 


8hrs 9hrs 10hrs 11hrs 12hrs 
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FIRST TEST SONY A7 MARK II 


Steady as a rock 

The Sony A7 range of full-frame cameras gets yet another addition to Its 


cadre, but Is It one model too many? 


$2149 (body only) / sony.CDm.sg 


The A7 range of mirrorless 
interchangeable lens 
cameras has only been 
around for slightly more than 
a year, but it’s got more 
iterations than an evolving 
pokemon. The A7, A7R and 
A7S were all vying for the 
attention of your 
photography wallet before, 
and now the A7 mark II is here 
to absolutely confuse the 
crap out of you. But what 
does the 4th Musketeer of 
our merry band of full-frame 
mirrorless lens-swapping 
cameras bringtothetable? 
The specifications don’t look 
all that different from its 
predecessors, yet the pricing 
is lower than the A7R and 
A7S. If its enhancements are 
meant to satisfy an 
increasingly specific sector 
of camera enthusiasts, does 
it have enough mass appeal? 



1 Hello there, big boy 

The A7 Mark II is noticeably bigger 
and chunkier than before, and its 
grip has obviously grown from the 
previous models. Now it’s almost 
the size of a normal DSLR. However, 
it’s still impressively small for a full- 
frame sensor, with the sensor itself 
looking almost comically large 
within the body. 


2 Keep holding on 

Perhaps the grip was enlarged to 
accommodate the thoughtful 
addition of a dial on the front, below 
the shutter button, which is 
undeniably useful. So the recessed 
bit is also much deeper, and the 
whole rubberized section sits in 
your hand very securely and snugly, 
like a bug in a rug. 


3 Modern conveniences 

The EVF is great to use though 
slightly laggy in low light, and the 
main LCD screen can also be tilted 
for shooting from the hip or above 
eye level. Also comes with now- 
obligatory Wi-Fi and NFC 
connectivity for a whole suite of 
remote use via smartphone with 
the aid of Sony’s mobile apps. 


4 Picture Perfect 

Images are sharp and crisp, great 
dynamic range. The full-frame 
sensor definitely shows its stuff, as 
colours really pop and seem to leap 
out of the pictures. Yet, the Sony 
also takes amazing black and white 
photos thanks to the amazing detail 
it captures. The camera’s LCD does 
not do its images justice. 



12 hours with the 
SONYATMaikll I 


Ohr Ihr 2hrs 3hrs 4hrs 4.5hrs 5hrs 6hrs 7hrs 
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FIRST TEST SONY A7 MARK II 




5 Shake off the shakes 

The Mark II is unique due to its 
5-axis image stabilisation function, 
and it really shines. SteadyShot is 
great for handheld video and 
zoomed in shots of stuff, especially 
with long lenses and lower shutter 
speeds. The AF isn’t particularly 
fast, but more importantly, gets it 
right most of the time. 



Sensor 35mm full frame “Exmor" CMOS sensor 

ISO sensitivity 50-25600 
Max burst speed 5 f ps 
Video 1920x1080 at 60 fps 
AF points 117 (phase AF) 

Dimensions 126. 9x95. 7x59. 7mm, 556g (body only) 


Full-frame? Steady! 


The A7 Mark II really makes the best of its full frame 
pedigree as well as its new Steadyshot 



■ Fun times with HDR 

As with many recent 
cameras, the Mark II has a 
variety of FIDR settings 
you can mess around 
with. Apart from the FIDR 
art mode, try using it to 
create ghostly multiple- 
exposure images. 


■ Sharp as a knife 
One thing that we’ve come 
to expect from the A7 
series is Sony’s trademark 
super sharpness, and the 
A7 Mark II does not 
disappoint. Photos are 
sharp enough to poke your 
eyes out. 



■ Briiiiant coiors 

The colors off the full- 
frame sensor are vibrant 
and vivid while still 
preserving detail. The 
camera has great 
dynamic range, which 
unfortunately don’t 
present on its LCD. 


■ Biack or White 

The default Black and 
White mode on the Mark 
II really delivers stunning, 
detail-heavy, mood- 
infused photos, fully of 
creamy gradation and 
pin-sharp contrast that’s 
great for portraits. 



The A7 Mark II Is another great addition to 
the A7 line, but the range Is getting pretty 
crowded. A less than-stellar LCD screen and 
sometimes sluggish autofocus are small 
flaws on an attractive package, as the camera builds 
on the strengths of its predecessors. SteadyShot 
should be a feature on all future models. 

(^banglesong 



iTUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 

Sony’s mirrorless full-frame 
technology at its steadiest yet 


8hrs 9hrs 10hrs 11hrs 12hrs 
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^□■TEST APRS 


App:roved 


FOR 

LiCZQ'S&J 

POINTS 


O Earthmiles 

Endorphins and a non- 
ennbarrasslng waist size are 
good rewards for eMBTdbing, ^ 
what if you want a monetary 
Incentive too? Enter Earthmiles 
It corrects to fitness traders 
such as Strava, axrverts your 
workouts Into points then gives 
you a Bst of heaith-consdous 
places to redeem then^ It's 
a great idea, but our ‘rewards’ 
werent any better than sweat- 
free offers from Groupoa if they 
sign up some better partners it 
CDuidbeawinner. 

Stuff says ★★★☆☆ 

$free/ IDS. Android 


■QynB 


a Google Ht 

As the big 0*5 rival to Apple's 
Health Kit, this app alms to track 
ail your fltness-nilafced activittes 
on your Android. It does a pretty 
gpf^jeab, aithougb testing this 
over Christmas ted to some 
pretty sad stats with a Bcnclng 
Day low of Gmirs of rrnverriei^ 
it also talks ail your worloxits 
from your other apps and fitrtess 
ti^ckers so Isnt dependent 
on you carrylr^ your phone 
everywhere (try It, you mfeht 
■<e it) ~ but it doesnt always 
Irrteri^ the data properly. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

Sfnee/ Android 


FOR 

YOUR BRAIN 
CELLS 


ft Peak: Brain Training 

Brain training is far from new, 
but Peak does It better than any 
other app we've used It's al fen 
the simple genius of its cfuflckflre 
games the dean, cotourful 
graphics arxl the personalised 
training programme that's 
designed to make you sharper 
and more focused. Whether it 
wiD regrow all those brain cells 
we’ve bfutaly murdered over 
the years remains to be seen, 
but we’ve subscribed for the 
bonus content to give it a good 
shot Mirades can happen, right? 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

$free (In-app purchases) / i0$ 


FOR 

LIFE 

HACKS 


Workflow 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

/ 






TEST 



• Google Earth 

Not sure where to explore 
next? Swipe your way around 
a zoomable world, like a digital 
Supernnan, and then zero in 
on a place to visit. (Or just use 
the search field, like a normal 
person.) Overhead views of 
landmarks, Wikipedia entries, 
tons of photos, and links to 
nearby sites of interest are 
then all yours for the taking. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

$free / Android, iOS 



• Bonjournal 

This one describes itself as 
a simple travel Journal app. 

Install and sign up and you'll 
then be faced with a blank page, 
screaming MY FIRST JOURNAL. 
Don't worry, you don't have to 
write anything - Just tap the 
'people' icon, select 'featured' 
and do some touchscreen 
tourism vicariously through 
other people's tales. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

$free / Android, iOS 


Mini meme 



i 





TOUCH- 

SCREEN 

TOURiST 


• Google Maps 


Google Maps isn't Just about 
directions - increasingly, it's 
about discovery (and not in 
the sense of snooping about 
the nice bits of town). It now 
moves beyond the road, 
enabling you to wander around 
Gombe National Park, visit the 
Pyramids and navigate the 
Colorado River. Google 'Street 
View Treks' for more sites. 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

$f ree / Android, iOS 






iSiwipL. 


1^1 



ti Kaavili ■ 

• Tripomatic 

In Tripomatic you select a 
destination, whereupon you're 
presented with lists of activities 
and attractions. For each, 
you get imagery and insights 
(although Android users are 
a bit short-changed on the 
former). You can also build an 
itinerary if, you know, you're 
actually thinking about leaving 
the house. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

$free / Android, iOS, BlackBerry 




• Storehouse 

Storehouse is similar to 
Bonjournal, but it's not 
Just about travel (although 
perhaps 'Building a Turducken' 
is a Journey of a kind). Select 
'Places to go' and you'll gain 
access to beautifully illustrated 
stories of exploration and 
adventure, full of gorgeous 
photography and video that 
goes full-screen with a tap. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

$f ree / iOS 



• Triposo 

It's another app intended 
to build a travel itinerary, but 
Triposo's really cool feature is 
its city walks. Choose a location, 
whether that be Paris or Buenos 
Aires, decide on a distance and 
you'll be given a route and sights 
to see along the way, each of 
which can be explored further 
with a tap. Virtual walks for 
virtual tourists! Genius! 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

$f ree / Android, iOS 
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TEST RAZER LEVIATHAN 


Big on sound 

The largest member of Razer's ever-expanding peripheral portfolio 
is a sound bar. Melvin Tang sees if it’s some kind of monster 


■ Consisting of one connpact 
sound bar and one mammoth 
subwoofer, the Leviathan is 
actuaiiy quite modestiy sized. The 
proportions are spot-on though; 
the sound bar is smaii enough to 
pair with a desktop yet big enough 
to suit a iarge TV. 

■ Despite its iow price, it's dear 
Razer didn't skimp on quaiity or 
materiais, resuiting in a very 
premium-iooking product. The 
dean design aiso doesn't scream 
“GAMER ALERT" whiie retaining a 
ievei of cooi, ietting it fit right into 
any iiving room with ease. 

■ After hearing it in action, the 
Leviathan name now makes 
sense. For something this size, it 
biasts everything from soft music 
to expiosive gunf ights ioud and 
dear. Of spedai note is the 
subwoofer, which adeptiy emits 
deep, intense waves of bass. 

■ The Leviathan connects to 
devices via 3.5mm jack, opticai 
cabie connection, NFC, or 
Biuetooth 4.0 aptX, meaning it'ii 
take care of audio needs for 
consoies, media piayers, and even 
smart devices. Razer even 
provides the necessary cabies. 



■ At Just $280, there's reaiiy 
nothing to compiain about, and the 
oniy reai shortcoming is that it 
doesn't come with a remote. Aii 
the controis are on the sound bar, 
which is okay if you're right in front 
of it on the computer, but rather 
inconvenient when sitting on the 
couch whiie consoie gaming. 



Tech specs 


In the mode 


Total power output SOW (sound bar), 
SOW (subwoofer) Impedance 8 ohms 
(sound bar), 4 ohms (subwoofer) 
Frequency response rate 180- 
20,000Hz Approximate wel^ 
2000g (sound bar), 2350g 
(subwoofer) 

Price $280 / razerzone.com/sg-en 


You can't tweak the EQ on the 
system, but it does come with 
three presets for gaming, movies, 
and music. Each does handiethe 
scenarios they're named for 
pretty weii too. 


atl aggfjBaGreat value for money seldom sounds this fantastic 


You're surrounded 

Equipped with Doiby 5.1 surround 
sound, you'ii hear where your 
enemies are coming from 
whether you're seated right in 
front of the Leviathan, or on the 
couch in the iiving room. 




Why did Razer i A couple of months ago, my first reaction upon hearing gaming peripheral giant Razer 

maKe a sound WBK* ; 1 was making a sound bar was “why?” Now that I’ve tried it for myself, it all starts to 
bar? t make sense. Up till now, there hadn’t been a sound bar for console gamers that was 

Melvin ^ng actually affordable. Add that to the fact that you can use it with your PC or smart device 

for music as well, and you’ve really got one sound bar to rule them all. 
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TEST SONY SMARTWATCH 3^DB 



Tech specs 


STUFF SAYS Thefittest Android Wear watch around. ShameaboLitthedisplay^^^^^ 


Watch the thirdie 


Screen 1.6in 320x320 TFT LCD 
Processor 1.2GHz quad-core ARM 
A7 Connectivity Bluetooth 4.0, GPS, 
NFC RAM 512MB OS Android Wear 
5.0.1 Battery 420m Ah Storage 4GB 
Dimensions 36x10x51mm Weight 
38g (Classic), 35.7g (Sport) 

Price US$250 ($340) / sony.com.sg 


Run for your money 

This IsIhelltstAndreld Wear device 
wtth bidKt-ln GPS, which means no 
more lugging your phone on mns 
to track your route. It works wtth 
msjor apps such as RunKeeper, 
with moie support to follow. 


DustRoff 

The SmartWitch 3‘s rubber strap 
Is apowerful dust magnet Luckily 
It’s IPSS-rated ^nst dust and 
vvater, so you can rinse tt off under 
the tap vidthout havliig to worry 
about its trades drowning. 


■ Android Wear 5.0.1 Lollipop 
brings a host of useful tweaks 
and features including funky 
third-party watch faces, and a 
Theatre Mode for killing off the 
screen in distracting situations. 


■ With the screen set to Always 
On, the SmartWatch 3 matches 
the G Watch R's 1.5-day battery 
life, which is a decent innings 
for existing Google watches. 

Its microUSB charging port is 
a double-edged sword, however. 
Cables are fiddly and inelegant 
compared to a charging dock. 


■ Its design won't get your heart 
racing as the shiny circular body 
of the Moto 360 might, but the 
SmartWatch 3 isn't ugly - just 
plain and inoffensive. The 
adjustable strap is comfortable 
and the metal clasp is sturdy. 
Sadly, you can't use standard 
watch straps with it - you're 
stuck with Sony's. 


■ The SmartWatch 3's biggest 
disappointment is its screen. 

While it's as sharp as its other 
Android Wear rivals, it can't hold 
a candle to the deep blacks of the 
LG G Watch R, and colours appear 
washed out, with yellowish whites. 


■ There's no lack of power, 
though. The 1.2GFIz quad-core 
processor runs the latest version 
of Android Wear without any lag 
or stutter. Speaking of which.,. 


Sofi/s attempt rKi.3 at an Ancktrid W 
timepiece has wrapped itseif around 
our wrists — but Is K the best one yet? 


The perfect While most people prefer the circular styling of its LG and Motorola rivals, fitness fans 

fitness ^ shouid be extremeiy tempted by the SmartWatch 3’s buiit-in GPS. Going for a run, 

smartwatch? jnWfl tracking your route and streaming music to Biuetooth headphones - aii with your 
Almost... phabiet ieft at home - is iiberating. it’s a shame there’s no heart-rate sensor. For that 

EsatDe(^zade your best bet is something iike the TomTom Muiti-Sport or Garmin Forerunner 920XT. 
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FIRST TEST SAMSUNG NX1 


I 

I 


IVicky master 

Samsung’s NX1 has got a big and heavy bag of tricks and boasts some 
incredibie abiiities. Bang Ong puts it to the test 


$1999 (body only) / samsung.CDm/sg 


Inthe world of DSLR 
cameras, Samsung isn’t 
really a highly respected 
brand, nor does it have much 
pedigree, but that hasn’t 
stopped it from smashing its 
massive technological boot 
into the sector. And the 
combination of its expertise 
in semiconductors, LED 
displays, and wireless 
connectivity has created a 
unexpectedly holistic DSLR. 
As if Santa Claus was sent a 
wish-list from a camera nut, 
detailing every single 
feature he wished could be 
on a DSLR, and the list got 
intercepted by Samsung 
who then just said, “take a 
hike Santa, we’ll be building 
this beast’’ And so we ended 
up with the NX1, a camera 
with so many bells and 
whistles it’s practically a 
symphony orchestra. 



1 Size matters 

The NX1 isn’t very much bigger than 
an entry-level DSLR, which is 
surprising, given the array of 
functions it possesses. Yet the body 
feels solid and also comes 
weatherproofed to battle against 
moisture and dust during your more 
messy shoots. No cheap plastic bits 
to be found anywhere. 


2 Control freak 

Two dedicated mode dials on top of 
the camera provide quick access to 
all its essential functions such as 
camera modes, ISO, AF, WB, 
Metering, and Multiple drive modes. 
There’s also a top LCD settings 
display, EVF, and a super AMOLED 
touchscreen that can extend and tilt 
to see and do everything. 


3 Fast draw 

The camera starts up quick as a 
greased hamster and is ready to 
shoot instantly. Autofocus is swift 
and deadly accurate in normal 
conditions, and with the aid of an 
eerie green focus assist light, 
competent in low-light. The EVF 
and AMOLED displays are some of 
the most beautiful we’ve seen too. 


4 Impressive imaging 
The photos you take look so good 
on the camera’s main display, you’ll 
wonder if any other display device 
will be able to match. Thankfully, the 
images are true to form outside of 
the NX1, full of pin-sharp detail and 
vivid, almost surreal color you’ve 
come to associate with the 
Samsung color palette. 



12 hours with the 
Samsung NX1 


a Good 

• Meh 

• Evil 


Ohr Ihr 1.5hrs 2hrs 3hrs 4hrs 5hrs 6hrs 7hrs 


80 8 


www.stuff.tv 






FIRST TEST SAMSUNG NX1 





5 In the stats zone 

The NXTs features feel like a 
numbers game straight out of a 
Cambridge mathematician’s thesis. 
28.2MP on a cropped sensor give 
you 4K and UHD video capability, 
and its burst rate goes up to 15f ps 
for high-speed photography with a 
maximum shutter speed of 1/8000 
of a second. Alan Turing wept. 



Sensor 28.2MP APS-C CMOS 

ISO sensitivity 100-25600 
Max burst speed 15fps 

Video 4k(a)24fps, UHD(a)30fps, 1080p(a)60fps 
AF points 205 (Phase AF), 209 (Contrast AF) 
Dimensions 138. 5x102. 3x65. 8mm, 550g (body only) 


A Knockout Combination 


The NX1 looks like a lightweight but hits like a gigantic 


robot with a rocket punch 



h iT 




■ ! " r 
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■ Awesome LED 

The Super AMOLED 
display is the best we’ve 
ever seen on a camera. 
It’s also a touchscreen 
and all tilty-like. Pictures 
look so good on the 
camera you might just 
keep them there. 




■ Low light lovers 

Samsung must have 
some kind of magical 
sensor building gnomes 
whipping up these things, 
because the NX1 
demolishes low-light 
photography, even with 
its cropped sensor. 



■ Fast is fast 

The camera controls are 
lightning quick and 
responsive, showing no 
signs of slowing even 
after 15fps bursts. High- 
speed shots are helpfully 
organized into folders for 
review. Neat! 



‘ ■ Quick, focus! 

Everything else about the 
camera is fast, why 
shouldn’t the AF be? The 
camera’s AF is 
remarkably intelligent 
when left autonomous 
and speedy gonzalez 
when called to specifics. 


■ Samsung's entry into the professional 
photography sector is remarkably well- 
polished and packs a hell of a combination. 
Perhaps it's the lack of expectation, but the 
NX1 really tops its class with features that 
are thoughtful, well-balanced, innovative and street- 
smart. We hope it'll be a trendsetter, (^bonglesong 


STUf ^ SAYS ★★★★★ 

A phenomenal camera that must 
be from the future 


8hrs 9hrs 10hrs 11hrs 12hrs 
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FIRST TEST ALIENWARE ALPHA 


Let off some Steam 

It was supposed to be a Steam Machine, but when Valve put a delay on those, Alienware decided 
the world shouldn’t have to wait for its apparently console-killing, lounge-loving computer 


from US$500 ($675) / alienware.com.sg 


We’ve long been promised 
a PC that would out-console 
dedicated games machines, 
but it’s never really happened. 
That’s why Valve’s Steam 
Machine initiative was (and 
still is) so exciting. But with no 
release date in sight Alienware 
has decided to go it alone with 
the Alpha, a PC that combines 
a price, form and specification 
that puts it just about in Xbox 
One and PS4 territory with a 
bespoke, Windows-bypassing 
Ul and lounge-TV-friendly 
Steam Big Picture Mode. It 
even comes with an Xbox 
360 controller rather than 
keyboard and mouse. 

So is this the computer 
to finally kill the console? As 
Steam currently has around 
4000 games and 100 million 
active players, it sure plays 
a good numbers game... 



1 A screenless laptop 

The Alpha is seriously compact 
- about two-thirds the size of 
the PS4, alhough it does need a 
separate power brick. To get it that 
dinky Alienware has used mostly 
laptop components and a bespoke 
Nvidia graphics card. We tested 
the cheapest model, which comes 
with an Intel Core i3 processor, 
4GB of RAM and a 500GB HDD. 


2 Russian doll OS 

Startup is a bit like Incept/on 
but with OSes. First you see the 
Windows 8.1 screen, then the 
red Alpha Ul. Click the big ‘Launch 
Steam' button and Big Picture 
Mode fires up. Overall it takes 
about a minute and a half to get 
to your games. Windows does 
intrude with a pop-up occasionally, 
but it's hidden most of the time. 


3 Custom light show 

Not sure about the blue highlights 
of the Alpha's chassis? They're 
lights and you can change them 
to almost any colour you like. 

The array of inputs is mostly what 
you'd expect - lots of USBs and 
an HDMI output for connection to 
your TV. The HDMI input is unusual: 
it's a pass-through, so you can 
save one of your TV's inputs. 



48 hours with the 
AlenwareAlpha | 


Imin 3mins 4mins lOmins ISmins 3hrs 5hrs 12hrs 18hrs 
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FIRST TEST ALIENWARE ALPHA 


Tech specs 


Processor Intel Core I3-4130T (I5/I7 optional) 

RAM 4GB (8GB optional) 

HDD 500GB 5400rpm SATA 6GB/s (1TB/2TB optional) 
GPU Custom Nvidia GeForce GTX GPU with 2GB GDDR5 
OS Windows 8.1 with custom launcher and Steam 
Dimensions 76x203x203mm 

Weight 2 kg 



4 A bundle of fun 

Of those 4000-ish games on 
Steam, 10 come free with the 
Alpha in the form of download 
codes. They're not all worthy of 
your time, but Metro; Lost LiiighI 
and Payday 2 really are and would 
cost you $60 if bought separately. 
Consider that the PS4 and Xbox 
One don't include any free games, 
and that's a real bonus. 


5 The upside of Windows 

The advantage of having Windows 
in the background is compatibility. 
More games are compatible with 
Windows than Steam's own OS, 
and when you want to you can 
enter desktop mode and do all 
of those usual computery things 
using the sticks and buttons of the 
gamepad. Steam Big Picture's own 
web browser is pretty neat too. 



24hrs 25hrs 26hrs 


' Camirq gthes ystem 


The proof is in the gaming, so just how does 
the Alpha compare to the PS4 and Xbox One? 



■ Far Cry 4 
Set FC4 to high detail 
and it looks and performs 
very much like the PS4. 

It's just a little sharper, 
but also just a little less 
smooth during general 
exploration. In our book 
that's honours even. 



■ Tomb Raider 
Lara performs even 
better on Alpha than PS4. 
Set to'high'and you'll be 
greeted with a little more 
detail - and it's combined 
with slightly smoother 
frame rates. Even ultra 
settings are playable. 








■ Advanced Warfare 
Uh-oh!Try to run the 
latest Call Of Duty and 
you're warned that the 
Alpha doesn't have 
enough RAM. Sure 
enough, it's an unplayable 
stutter-fest, even on the 
lowest graphics settings. 





■ TheTalos Principle 
Our favourite game on PC 
at the moment isn't even 
on PS4 or Xbox One yet, 
but it's so good it needs 
a mention. It generally 
looks and plays great 
on the Alpha, but there is 
quite a lot of screen tear. 


The Alpha is definitely the most 
console-like PC there’s ever 
been, but that doesn’t make it 
a console-killer. The Ul experience 
is too disjointed, loading times are 
too slow, and as games will be optimised 
for consoles for years to come the Alpha will 
be left behind. It’s nearly there, though, and 
there are so many games. (^TomPorsons 



STv^FF 3 AYS 

The most console-like computer 
ever, but the PS4 and Xbox One 
still have the edge in the lounge 
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Wearable 
tech takes 
the stage 


Wearable gadgets might once have 
been clumsy, half-developed 
things, but they’ve come of age. 
This year's Consumer Eiectronics 
Show was awash with on-body 
tech, and we’ve attached hundreds 
of devices to ourseives (not all at 
once) to bring you our top 10... 
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WEARABLE TECH AWARDS 



A 


WITHINGS ACTIVITE POP 

There's only so much space on a wrist. By the time 
you've added a normal watch, some bling and a 
fitness band, you look like a Del-Boy wannabe selling 
knock-offs down the market. The Act! vite Pop is less 
Del-Boy and more The Man From Del Monte. It's a 
real watch, for a start - one that tells the actual time. 

An auxiliary dial shows how close you are to daily 
goals that you set on the accompany ing app (things 
like steps taken, calories burned and distance 
covered). It also monitors your sleep, and you can 
even take it swimming. It's simple and elegant and 
unobtrusive - no look-at-me LEDs to tell everyone 
that you're honestly definitely working out, like, 
ALL the time. And the battery lasts a whole eight 
months - almost as long as a 'real' watch. 
withings.com 



OPiNION 



C&mSCHUTCHiNGS 



CEO, WITHINGS 



OnStufl'ssta^at 



CES,OWrlc called the 



AiSlvftS the ‘first true 

The Pop swaps 

wearable". He wasn't 

the original Activite’s 

being pompous; it 

premium steel alloy, 

looks great, and you 

leather and toughened 

dont need to take it 

sapphire glass face 

off every few days to 

for PVD-coated metal 

charge. So while other 

and silicone, but it still 

gadgets are “smarter’, 

feels good and costs. 

none are easier to 

at US$150 ($205), 

wear. Style and 

a lot less. 

practicality are just 


I 

asknportantas 



functionality ki the 



world of wearables 
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A 


RAZER OSVR 

OK, so some areas of wearable tech are still at the 
prototype stage, but that doesn't mean they're not 
worth getting excited about. In fact, since Oculus first 
unveiled its Rift developer kit, the gaming community 
has been squirming in its seat like a puppy full of 
energy drinks in fervent anticipation of the Age of 
Virtual Reality. Razer's OSVR is, like the Rift, a dev kit, 
and it's the good kind: the ‘OS' stands for Open 
Source, meaning people can build software and 
hardware for it using any operating system - yes, 
even Windows. You can get CAD files to 3D-print it, 
although the comparatively bargainous £130 ($265) 
price tag means that probably won't be necessary. 
The unit we saw was paired up with a Leap Motion 
controller, so it can even recognise hand gestures. 
razerzone.com 


HANDS ON 

TQHHEeSCOW 

STUFF SINGAPORE 
Razer^s headset fitted 


snugly^ and while It 
wasstllwkedtoa 
laptop, them were no 
physical controls 
attached During the 
demo, 1 used gestures 
to sling fireballs while 
frantically turning my 
head in sea rch of the 
ghostly targets. It’s 
early days, so the 
controls were a little 
buggy, but It's movtig 
h the right dinectten. 


The OSVR’s goggles 
housea5.5in,1080p 
display that can be 
replaced with a phone, 
so you can use it to 
build PC games, Android 
apps or anything else 
you think might work 
for virtual reality. 
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AMPSTRIP 

Think fitness wearabie, and your first 
thought wiii aimost certainiy be ‘watch’. 

But watches are so passe. What you 
reaiiy want is an invisibie, strapiess tracker 
that nnonitors your every move 24/7. One 
day, embeddabie trackers wiii do aii this 
for us, but untii then there's this. AmpStrip 
is a piaster, basicaiiy, worn on the ieft side 
of your chest where your heartbeat's 
strongest. And it oniy needs removing 
once a week for a wireiess charge of the 
batteries and change of adhesive strip. 
The rest of the time you can swim, run 
and cycie, with the partner app ietting you 
know exactiy how hard you're working. 
This is the future of fitness trackers, and 
it's avaiiabie from June. 
ampstrip.com 




SENSORIA FITNESS SOCKS 

Socks? Reaiiy? Yes, reaiiy - because these 
aren't just any oid foot-gioves. These 
socks contain duai sensors, one under the 
baii of your foot and another underneath 
the heei, that measure the impact of 
running on your feet before sending the 
data to the tracker attached to the sock. 

Smaii increases in your step rate can 
reduce unnecessary pressure on your hip 
and knee Joints, heiping to reduce running- 
reiated aiiments. Reai-time audio feedback 
heips you keep to the desired number of 
steps per minute so that you can improve 
your run by subtiy adjusting your gait. You 
can even view a heat-map of your feet in 
the accompanying app, seeing which areas 
you predominantiy iand on. 
sensoriafitness.com 




BELTY 

if your competitive eating habit has 
meant you piied on the poundage over 
Christmas, this smart beit wiii be a 
godsend: it eases the pressure on your 
expanding waistiine by ioosening itseif as 
you sit down, thanks to a smaii motor in 
the buckie. But it's not just about making 
iife easy for you. The beit aiso packs an 
acceierometer and gyroscope, syncing 
with an app to track your movement, if 
you stay stiii for too iong - or if the beit 
finds that your growing girth is cause for 
concern - it'ii prompt you to get up and do 
some exercise. Yes, it's pretty siiiy and 
sureiy not as usef ui as the other fitness 
trackers here. But sometimes siiiy is OK, 
especiaiiy when it's as ciever as Beity. 
emiota.com 
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GARMIN 

LOOKSEE 

MISFIT 

SONY SMARTS 

VIVOACTIVE 

Like Heston's 

SWAROVSKI SHINE 

TRAINER 

TheVivoactiveisthe 

iiquorice-poached 

Thisbiing-encrusted 

Sony's iughoie-based 

Jessica Ennis of 

saimon,the LookSee 

activity tracker soives 

personai trainer wiii 

timepieces, connbining 

combines two uniikeiy 

one of the main 

give you ears of steei. 

a staggering array of 

bedfeiiows tobriiiiant 

probiemsof wearabie 

The prototype running 

sportingtaientsina 

effect. An E ink smart 

tech: power. Craftiiy 

gadget uses GPS and 

remarkabiysveiteform. 

braceiet with a 

conceaiedsoiarceiis 

a heart-rate monitor 

There's daiiy activity 

one-year battery. 

turn iight from the sun. 

to track your progress. 

tracking, deeper 

it has hundreds of 

LEDs and haiogen 

teiiing you when you 

GPS-based anaiysis 

patterns to choose 

iightsinto enough juice 

need to speed up and 

fortriathietes,pius 

from, or you can make 

to power its fitness- 

switching your music 

Biuetooth notifications 

your own. With 

and sieep-tracking 

to something more 

from iOS or Android. 

support for iOS 

taients. Sparkiy 

fast-paced by way 

Throw in Garmin's 

notifications, it proves 

wearabies that don't 

of encouragement. 

Connect iQ store and 

jeweiiery and wearabie 

need charging? Make 

Whether our iegs 

you havethe makings 

tech reaiiy can be a 

us a Mr T version 

wiii respond remains 

ofanOiympicchamp. 

great combination. 

and we're in, fooi. 

to be seen. 

garmin.com 

lookseelabs.com 

misfit.com 

sonymobiie.com 

■ ■■ 

■ ■■ 

■ ■ ■ 

mmm 
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WEARABLE TECH AWARDS 


ALCATEL ONETOUCH WATCH 

A smartwatch is one thing. A smartwatch that costs 
US$149 ($205) is another. A snnartwatch that works 
with iOS and Android is yet another. The Aicatei 
OneTouch Watch is aii of those, it runs on a 
proprietary OS that can piay with phones from Appie 
and Googie, and is appropriateiy nosy when it comes 
to your weiibeing, keeping severai eyes on you with a 
heart-rate monitor, acceierometer, gyroscope, 
aitimeter and compass, as weii as sieep-tracking, 
steps, distance and caiorie monitoring, itii receive 
notifications and controi your tunes, the battery 
iasts 2-5 days, and four finishes are avaiiabie: dark 
red and biack, white, chrome, and metai-white. if this 
budget wristputer deiivers on its promises, it couid 
be the one that brings smartwatches to the masses. 
alcatelonetouch.com 


The OneTouch’s low 
price comes at, er, a 
price. It won’t work with 
Google Now’s voice 
commands and the 
extent of iOS 
notification support 
is still up in the air. 




HANDS ON 
X)HNSTEmflD 
STUFF CONTRIBUTOR 
Raftherthan swiping 
straight at the 
OneTbudi's screen 
to brir® up Its menus, 
you tap It at the 
bottom first T^lng 
the right spot tan be 
htt and miss, possibly 
because the \rat)ch is 
a touch smaller than 
MotD‘s360.Stll,thart1 
be welosme to those 
putoff siiaiiwitohes 
thus far by toe slight 
chunklnessof 
thehr bodies. 
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STUFF TO DO 


Hafizah Osman 

news writer 

TAKE FUGHT WITH 
IFLY SINGAPORE 

Instead of lumDino out of a oiane. vou couid aiwavs choose 

the safer option 


A lthough I've lived overseas for a good 

seven years of my life, I've never skydived, 
went paragliding, or involved myself in any 
sky activities. Don't get me wrong, it's not 
that I'm scared of heights; my fear lies in something 
going wrong and me taking the tumble from a 
height that I can't save myself from. 

So when I came across iFly Singapore, it solved 
my problem. There isn't a need to take a plunge 
from crazy altitudes so I have some control over my 
life and I still get to experience free-fall conditions. 
Nowthat'sa win-win situation. 

But it's not any easier as compared to an actual 
skydive -there's some technicalities you'll need to 
know and professional training you need to get 
involved in before you literally take the leap from the 
world's largest indoor skydiving windtunnel 
(confirmed by a Guinness World Record). 

LOTS OF PREP 

First, there's a video to watch, explainingthe basics 
of what iFly's all about and what you need to know 
before you advance to the next stage of it. For 
obvious reasons, if you're preggers or have had any 
neck or back injuries along with some other 
criteria, you're not allowed on the flight. 

The video goesthrough some hand signalsto 
remember, becausethegusts of windthrough the 
flight chamber are noisy and strong (ranging between 
160 to 190kph), so if you attempt to open your mouth 
to talk, the wind will mould your cheeks into funny 
faces. Soto prevent all that trouble, and if you or the 
instructor's got to communicate with each other, 
hand signals are the best way to go about it. 


Oncethat'sover,thetrained and certified 
instructorappearsthroughadoor- very much 
like a scenefrom Armageddon (andthe 
instructors arejust as hot too). They go through 
the body positioning you'll need to be in during the 
flight. Else, you'rejust going to sink or flap all over 
the place. 

You need to be properly attired as well - you'll be 
wearing a one-piece Jumper, helmet, protective 
eyewear, and you need to bring your own covered 
footwear. But if you happened to be in Sentosa and 
it was a spur of the moment decision, fret not. They 
do have shoes to loan. 

LEAP OF FAITH 

You're then off to the wind tunnel. You wait on 
your turn before you are summoned in. Once you 
get in, it's literally a whirlwind. The instructor will 
be in there with you, guiding you through the 
entire flight. You get two rounds at this, which you 
actually need because the first feels like a trial to 
get the feel of it while you truly experience it 
during the second flight. 

If you wish to, you can go for a third round on 
the two-skydive package at an additional cost, 
wherethe instructorflies with you higher upthe 
windtunnel. The whole process was exhilarating 
and I certainly felt like I was defying gravity. 

There was only one thing I didn't like at the end of 
it - taking out the tightly knotted tangles from 
my hair. 

After this, I don't think I'll ever need to partake in 
any more sky activities. I even got a certificate as 
proof. iFly, and now you can too! 



Siloso Beach Walk, Sentosa Island, 


S(099010) 


Operating hours 


Mon, Tues & Thurs-Sun: 9am-9.30pm 
_Wed:11am-9.30pm 

f rom $80 for two skydives 
iflvsingaDore.com 
"6571 0000 
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DISCONNECT 
FROM THE WORLD 
IN A SENSORY 
DEPRIVATION TANK 

An out-of-this-worid experience for athletes, creatives. or the 

super stressed"Out 


T ucked away in a corner of quiet Waringin 
Road is a bare space of raw concrete and 
stripped-down furniture and, save fora 
iogo on thefront doorthat identifiesthe 
piace as Painn Ave Fioat Ciub, nothing eise iends a 
ciueto whatthispiaceisfor. 

Unbeknownst to curious passersby, the 
minimaiist feei perfectiy represents what this 
piace is about - rennoving aii decorative 
distractions and encouraging you to focus on 
what is ieft. Take the room as a metaphor for the 
body and you'ii understand Paim Ave Fioat Ciub's 
purpose, which isto refocus you by resetting 
your mind and body through the fioating 
experience. 

How? The answer iies in the heart of the huiking 
sensory deprivation, or rather, isoiation tanks 
that iie within each of the space's three rooms. 

TANK TECH 

The tanks are giowing sci-fi centerpieces in each 
room, iooking very much iike extraterrestriai 
pods from your next Ridiey Scott biockbuster. 
Whiie most thingsthese days serve to 
overstimuiate your senses, these tanks exist to 
do the compiete opposite, and that is to aiienate 
you from any externai environment eiement as 
they're iight and soundproof. 

The water in the tank itseif is kept at the 
temperature of 34 degrees Ceisius - which is the 
sweet spot for most peopie - and the addition of 
Epsom sait increasesthe saiinity of the water to 
keep you afioat. You won't even emerge a 


wrinkied prune after a 90-minute session, and with 
two different f iiters that use U V and H202 to keep the 
water ciean between sessions, you can rest assured 
of their hygienetoo. 

FLOATING 101 

Before the session begins, step into the adjoining 
shower to rinse the oiis off your skin, dry off, put on 
the earpiugs provided, and step into the pod. Aii you 
need to do is puii down the overhead door and iean 
back to begin fioating. it's aimost compieteiy 
effortiess, and you couidn't sink even if you tried. 

As iong as you reiax your body, you won't get water 
on your face, uniess you're thrashing about inside 
(why wouid you even do that?). Music wiii piay forthe 
first ten minutes of your session, with buttons on 
each side of the pod -one to toggietheiightsand 
another to signai for heip in case of emergency 
(which reaiiy shouidn't happen because you can Just 
iift the hatch to escape the pod) - to controi your 
session. A spray bottie of ciean water and a towei are 
aiso on hand for you to ciean your face shouid you 
happen to get any water on it. 

THE EXPERIENCE 

Some peopie have described the experience as iife 
changing, whiie others have simpiy found it reiaxing, 
but it's been said that fioating in an isoiation tank is a 
buiiet train to a meditative state of mind. In the name 
of all things science and Stuff, two of us subjected 
ourselves to the quiet oftheir minds in order to 
provide you with unbiased accounts of the 
experience. 



Palm Ave Float Club 

Addrass 

Operating hours: 



20 Waringin Park, 5(416333) 


Mon to Sun: 10am-10pm daily 

E $70 for a 60 minute float 
navefloatclub.com 



DOsi 


ompletely lean back. It's 
natural to stiffen your neck 
to keep your head out of 
the water, but you'll soon 
realise the Epsom salt does 
the floating for you. 

=ocus your breathing. If 
you meditate, It helps. If you 
don't, just try to empty 
your mind and relax. 


3e In the moment. Might 
sound like a load of new age 
hogwash, but how often 
can you exist In such a 
qulet,focused state? Next 
to none, right? So make the 
most of It. 
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I had no idea what to expect from the 
f experience. But upon iying back in the water 

I andiisteningtothennusicpipedthrough, 

thoughts of work and iifeimmediateiy 
fiooded my head, i had to make the conscious 
effort to stiii my mind and focus on nothing 
but my breathing. Who knew it'd bethis hard to do nothing? 

Fioating was an experience in itseif, aimost iike iife back in 
the womb, undisturbed untii my foot made contact with the 
edge of thetank and joited me back into reaiity. Or when my 
body unaccustomed to iying so stiii experienced a muscie 
spasm that forced me to restart the centering again. Once in a 
whiie, i'dgetthe sensation i was drifting quickiy in a particuiar 
direction and wouid open my eyes to check if i reaiiy was, but 
as i got used to it, i decided to embrace instead of fight the puii. 
The odd thought forced its way back to my mind once in a 
whiie and after yet another time of having to refocus myseif, i 
thought “How the heck am i going to get through the rest of 
thehouriikethis?" 

That was my iast thought before i drifted into sieep. 

Despite not fuiiyexperiencingthepotentiai of the fioat, 
that nap in the pod was one powerf ui powernap, dreamiess 
and restfui. And whiie waking up usuaiiy invoives reiuctance 
and repeated yawning, i feit immediateiy invigorated and 
ciear-headed. 

Was my iife changed? No. Wouid i do it again? Definiteiy. 

That 45 mInLrtenapfett better than most 8 hour sleeps I’ve 
had. I might have to think a bout switching my bed out fbrcne 

ofthese. 



i'm naked. Fioating in a sensory deprivation 
tank, with oniy my consciousnessto 
entertain me. 

i thought i was goingto get bored quickiy or 

Ian Pavnton ciaustrophobic. But this isn't the type of 

^ piacetogetboredin.it'sthetypeof piacetoget 
iostin. 

Who knows how iong it's been since i dosed the iid to 
embrace the pitch-biack unknown. Five minutes? Ten minutes? 
An hour? i do know that i've not wanted to check my phone, or 
have any connection with the outside worid. This is perfectiy 
peacef ui - a reai stress-buster, is it what it's iike to be iost in 
space? Or ami dead? 

it's oniy when i begin to soieiy concentrate on my breathing 
that it happens, i've never feit this before; an energy emanating 
from what couid be my pineai giand. i can see it, too. it's puiiing 
me in. There's a bright hoie about a foot away from my face, 
aimost asking me to go with it. 

i want it to take me. But iike fiash thoughts of grandma during 
sex with your dream partner, a stray worry about work kiiis my 
vibe. The intense energy subsides and i can't get it back. 

With practice i think i'ii get there. Get where? i don't know, i refuse 
to research it. But it feeis iike it couid be quite the experience. 
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BOUNCE YOUR BLUES AWAY 
AT THE TRAMPOLINE PARK 

You don’t need maQic potions to get high, lust get Amped 


I n case you were confused, by nnagic 
potion I meant Gummiberry juice 
(friends don't let friends do drugs, 
people!). You know, from that Disney 
cartoon The Gummi Bears? The magic 
potion that gave the Gummi Bears their 
powers of being.,, really bouncy? 

Gummi Bears? Ring a bell? No? Okay 
never mind. I'll take my outdated 90's 
cartoon references elsewhere. 

When I was a kid I loved to Jump around. 
Inspired by tales of ninjas and wuxia, I'd 
always imagined that one day I'd be doing 
flips on my way to school or flying over high 
walls in a single leap (to escape said school). 
Then I got older and fatter, sojumping up and 
down became not sofunformyjoints and 
ligaments, and I thought my dreams were 
over... Until I stepped into a trampoline park. 

Stepping on a trampoline feels really odd 
atfirst, but in a good way. Thetrampoline 
absorbs around 80% of the impact when 
you land, so it's as if the ground beneath you 
were suddenly made of Jelly. But soon you 
learn how to steady yourself and then you 
can start bouncing up and down. 

Beingthrown up by the snap of the 
trampoline gives you enough momentum to 
float a little bit in midair, so you can 
experience the “zero-gravity" feeling. How 
high and how long you stay in suspended 
flight all depends on how hard you push 
against the trampoline as you land. 



WANNA GET HIGH? 

Don't be surprised if you start laughing 
uncontrollably; the feeling of your insides 
suddenlyjumblingupandaroundisa 
largely foreign and exhilarating experience 
- kind of like being tickled from the inside. 
My attempt to curtail my laughter resulted 
in a maniacally restrained chortle as I 
bounced across the park, prompting 
parents to instinctively shield their children 
in my wake. 

In many ways, the trampoline park is like a 
rollercoaster ride, but without the 
rollercoaster. You soar and tumble and fall 
through the air, energised by both your fear 
andthejoy of flying one bounce at a time. 

So Just like a rollercoaster, bouncing around 
the trampoline park gives you a kick of 
dopamine and endorphins which makes you 
feel pretty darn good. 

Thesefeel good chemicals are activated 
almost immediately when you start 
jumping, and the sensation is quite similar to 
a runner's high, except you don't have to run 
for half an hour before you - pardon the 
cliche -get high on life. 

EXPECT A WORKOUT 

Thanks to all the endorphins, you might 
spend your hour at the trampoline park 
feeling like a million bucks only to realise at 
the endthat you've fulfilled your exercise 
quota for one lifetime. Jumping around is 
tiring stuff, and even withthetrampolines 
absorbing the impact of the landing, your 
body can pull several G's every time you 
bounce from one trampoline to another. The 
day after my first session at the park my 
torso ached as if I had spent the whole night 
doing sit ups and my butt felt like it was 
catching fire every time I had to squat down. 

So if a workout is what you're looking for, 
you won't be disappointed. If Jumping around 
on your own isn't doing it for you, you can 
al waysjoin the fitness or acrobatics classes 
that are conducted at the park. There are 
claims that you can burn a thousand calories 
in a session of trampolining, but you can do 
that with a number of intense exercises 
(though they might be lessf un). 


A fact to note however is that NASA used 
trampolines to rehabilitate and rebuild the 
atrophied muscles of their returning 
astronauts. Something about NASA Just 
lends credibility by association... probably 
thefactthatthey send people into space. 

IT’SFOREVERYONE,MOREORLESS 

When I'm at the trampoline park it feels as 
if I'm at a real park, except people are 
careening through the air all around me. 
There are parents with toddlers, pre-teens, 
teenagers and old fogeys (me). 
Grandparents come withtheir grandchildren 
and play together on the bigger trampolines. 

There seems to be a primal part of human 
nature that really gets a kick out of being 
thrown up in the air - however slight it might 
be. Eventheolderfolkwhosefeet never left 
the surface of the trampoline couldn't help 
smilingand cackling asthey remembered 
how it was like to have careless childish fun, 
as the weight of the years was lifted 
(however momentarily) from their aged 
bodies by the gentle rebounds. 

Trampolining used to be the privilege of 
the few -either gymnasts or landed- 
property owners with space for a trampoline 
at home. With the trampoline park, 
practically anyone who can walk can get to 
experience the fun of bouncing around, and 
at an affordable price too. 

On top of that the park offers a lot more 
freedomthanabackyardtrampoline; instead 
of being limited to one, you can traverse a 
whole hall of connected trampolines - even 
on most of the walls. Perfect if you'd ever 
fancied becoming a human pinball. 

Thef irst Trampoline Park debuted in 
Singapore about a year ago. Now Amped - the 
company that runsthe operation - hastwo 
outlets, one in Katong and the other in Jurong. 

The one at Jurong charges one dollar 
more because it's air conditioned. The two 
parks are also structured differently, with 
padded wallstoscaleatthe Katong 
branch, and pyramidsatthe Jurongone. If 
the commute isn't an issue you shouldtry 
both branches (Just maybe not on the 
same day). 
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SURF OFFLINE IN 
SINGAPORE 

Get off vour computer and qo fiowboardino at 

Wave House Sentosa 


A h surfing, that Annerican pastimethat 
inevitably brings to mind Keanu Reeves 
and/orthe Beach Boys. 

Not much of that happening on our 
sunny shores with their gentle, well-behaved 
waves. But for what nature cannot provide, 
science always has a solution. Enter sheet wave 
technology and flowboarding -the technological 
innovation which allows people to surf without 
the inconvenience of having to find actual waves. 

WAVE TECH 

Sheet wave technology is exactly what it sounds 
like: water is pumped out at high velocity to 
create a Sin sheet of water, with enough force to 
lift you and your board off thefloor. 

The fast- flowing water effectively becomes a 
stationary, never-ending wave as it mimics the 
motion of the ocean, so to speak. Thanks to this 
bit of water-bending, surfing in Singapore no 
longer exclusively refers to finding free 
entertainment onthe internet - and visiting 
Stuff .tv, of course. 

WELL, NOT QUITE SURFING 

Riding a board on a sheet wave machine (called 
Flowriders) is called “Flowboarding". Although it 
istheclosestthingwehave tosurfboarding,it's 
still not quitethesame. 

And that's a good thing. 

First of all, the constant jet of water means that 
you don't have to paddle out to try and catch a 
wave. Once you're ready, Just hop on the ride and 
go at it. When you wipe out (which you will), you 
get washed out to the exit zone, where you pick 
yourself up so you can get in line and wait for your 
next turn. It's basically surfing minusthe prep, like 
getting to eat your cake without have to bake it. 

Technique-wise, flowboarding is also its own 
animal. The shorter board means a greater level 
of dexterity, and the sheet wave comes at you at 
a set angle, so riding on it is like going down a 
never-ending slope. The best analogy for the 
experience of flowboarding is probably downhill 
surfing on a skateboard (sans wheels) on an 
endless wave. 


Another version of the sheet wave machine is 
aptly named the Flowbarrel, as the shape of the 
surface curves upwards to force the water flow into a 
barrel shaped wave, allowing you to surf within the 
barrel - after some practice, obviously. 

GETTING THE HANG OF IT 

If you've had experience with any kind of board 
sports, you'll definitely have an easy time getting 
used to flowboarding. Beginners can hold on to a rope 
as they are eased onto the water with their boards, so 
it's easier to get used to moving the board around 
instead of spending most ofthetimelearninghow 
not to fall off. 

Falling offthe board is a mini water park ride in 
itself. You bounce offthe padded surface underneath 
the sheet wave before getting carried away by the Jet 
stream of water. Wardrobe malfunctions do occur 
occasionally due to the force of the water. 

If stand-up flowboarding isn't really your thing, 
consider bodyboarding. Bodyboards work really well 
on the flowriders, and being closer to the water gives 
you a lot more control; a great alternative for 
beginners who aren't too good at balancing. 

TRICKY BUSINESS 

Once you've mastered the basics, it's time for you to 
try some tricks! Simple stuff like carving on the water 
(pushing down onto the board at alternating angles) 
soon lead to 360-degree spins. If you've got a 
skateboarding pedigree - why not try an ollie or a 
shove-it? The great thing about tryingtricks on the 
flowrider is that you have a nice padded surface to 
cushion yourfall when you wipe out meaning less 
trips to the A&E department. 

If that's not exciting enough for you, you can always 
try riding the strapped boards on the Flowbarrel. With 
the flowboards strapped to yourfeet, use the upward 
rush of the waterjets to soar into the air, and maybe 
even attempt flip if you're mad enough. 

Just remember, the bigger the trick, the harder the 
landing; eventhe cushioning of the waterandthe 
padding below aren't enough to leave you unscathed 
if youlandonyourface. 





□Dress appropriately. 
Wardrobe malfunctions 
are a real and very 
present danger. Ladies 
might want to wear a 
rashguardand 
boardshorts over their 
_ swimwear. 

® □Fall the right way. 
Whenfallingoff the 
board, brace as if you are 
falling on solid ground, 
not into water 
QWatch for the board 
when you wipeout. 
Steer clear of it! 
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UNRAVEL THE 
MYSTERIES OF A REALITY 
ROOM ESCAPE GAME 

Work those brains hard you're Qoino to need them through every minute of this game 


G etting locked up in a tiny room of 
between 2 to 10 people might be 
dauntingto many of you, especially 
those with claustrophobia, but 
that's what a reality room escape game is all 
about. It's not for the faint-hearted nor is it 
for those of you who can't stand mind- 
boggling mysteries. 

Being the very inquisitive creature that I 
am, I immediatelyjumped on the opportunity 
totry outthe escape room game whenthe 
chance came by. I grew up reading all those 
Famous Five and Nancy Drew books, so I was 
quite complacent about the process and 
thought going through it would be a breeze. I 
was so very wrong. 

But before you read any further. I'll put out 
a disclaimer - there are some elaborations 
inthisstory (I'll try not to murder the 
suspense as much as possible), so if you 
wantto experience itforthefirsttime 
without any indication whatsoever as to 
what's coming, you shouldn't read any 
further. 


FIRST STEPS 

The first thing you have to note - there are 
plenty ofthese escape the room themed 
games that have popped up all around 
Singapore - and they're all not owned by 
one single vendor. You've got those offered 
by Singapore Xcape, Lockdown.sg, Room 
Raider, Freeing SG, as well as Exit Plan, and 
that'sjusttonameafew. 

They all have various themed games, 
catered for various difficulty and scare 
levels, as well as for different group sizes so 
every experience will be poles apart. I went 
for “The Unforseeable Pyramid" game 
offered by Freeing SG, only because I was 
doing it with a bunch of my younger cousins 
and needed one that wasn't as scary. 

You've got to make your payment 
beforehand, along with filling in a form with 
personal details of every single person 
joining you for the game (we don't quite 
really seethe purposeforthis). Then one of 
the staff ushers you into the room. 


TIME MANAGEMENT IS KEY 

As you enter, you're made to place your bags 
and smartphones in a corner. It's obvious 
that the area's partitioned (and locked) into 
different zones, which you'll need to unlock 
and go through at different points in the 
game. 

Thestaffgoesthroughthe most basic 
information - where and what you need to 
start off with, the consecutive and 
subsequent partitioned areas you'll need to 
access, and the all important button to call in 
case you're stuck and need help. 

Usually, you're only given one clue 
through each game, but I think considering 
the age group I was with, we were allotted 
unlimited clues. The game was timed for 45 
minutes, which you really, really have to 
manage to the last second if you want to get 
throughthe wholething. 

PUSHING THROUGH 

After going through the requirements, the 
staff leaves the room, leaving you and your 
group mates to literally figure the whole 
thing out by yourselves. I wished there was a 
bit more guidance and instructions given to 
us - thefirst set of clues weren't all to be 
used to unlock the second door, which we 
didn't know and were using them 
too early. 

Obviously that meant we were wasting 
precious time trying to figure the 
combinationthat let usthroughtothe next 
zone, and our persistent, unyielding natures 
didn't allow us to give in and call for help 
(which we had to eventually after we 
realised not doing so is going to result in us 
being stuck where we started off). 

During our cry for help - which was also 
the moment we knew about the clue thing 
we mentioned above - the staff member 
came back in and guided us through the clue 
tothenextzone. 

In zone two, we started reading too much 
into our surroundings and took anything and 
everything as a clue; there was a ticking 
sound playing that we thought was morse 
code and went frantictrying to decipher it. 
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Freeing SG 


|gg^^Bugis+, 201 Victoria Street, 
#07-04 to 07 and The Cathay, 2 Handy 
Road #03-04 to 05 

,1am-12 midnight daily 


Operating h ours: 
Pricing: 

Websltell 


freeingsg.com 
..^66369655 (Bugis+), 
^ 6737 7888(The Cathay) 


when it had nothing at aii to do with the game 
besides setting the mood. 

Of course, this resuited in us caiiingforheip 
again, and we were toid what ciue ieads us to the 
next area. Onethingyou'ii needtotake note of: 
there are ciues aii over the piace, so sometimes 
it's not aii about just uniocking hints but rather 
iooking around the area for other physicai ciues. 

ABRUPT END 

The staff had to guide us yet again into the third 
area. By this time, we had about 10 minutes to 
compietethat area and head backtothefirst 
room to compiete another puzzie before finishing 
the game. 

By this time, we were pretty much frenzied 
and desperate to compiete the puzzies, but it was 
too much a taskfor us considering the time we 
had ieft, so we were ieft to our unf ruitf ui 


attempts at getting through to the iast zone. 

The timer ran out and the staff came back in to 
expiain where we were going wrong, the ciues 
and answers we missed out on, as weii as quickiy 
highiight what we needed to do in the 
consequent puzziesto compietethegame. 

But bythen,i was totaiiy spent and the 
procedurethestaff member was taiking about 
was so compiicated i couidn't even grasp what he 
was saying. So after the three caiis for heip and 
f utiie attempts at the puzzies, we ieft siightiy 
disappointed with ourseives. 

Aithough we must add that even though we 
didn't manage to successf uiiy compiete it, we 
were totaiiy engrossed in the gamethrough 
every miiiisecond and had a baii of a time, i'm 
determined to try it again, to see if i can have 
more controi over the situation and beat the 
timer the next time around. 
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TAKE A UTTLE TRIP 
AROUND MARINA 
RAYONASEGWAY 

if you’re not up for a tour of Marina Bav on foot, why not try 

the Seowav? 


F ronn my experience with iFly, you would 
have probably figured out that I am 
nothing close to beinga thrill seeker. 

Yes, you might roll your eyes and say 
“what's so thrilling about getting on a Segway", 
but for someone who doesn't know how to ride a 
bicycle (I can't believe I'm puttingthis out in 
public) and got a nasty scar from attempting to 
learn how to rollerblade, the idea of Segway ing 
around town with a newly launched Gogreen 
tour was a big deal to me. 

So you can imaginethethoughtsthat were 
runningthrough my mind before my tour even 
started. It wasalongthe lines of this: “I'm goingto 
fall off the two-wheeler and crack open my 
skull" and “I'm probably going to end up losing 
some teeth on this machine". 

PRE-PREP 

And the pre-tour briefing didn't make my nerves 
feel any better. I had to first sign a bunch of 
declarations ensuringthat I'm over the age of 18, 
never had any previous back injuries, or wasn't 
preggers. They're quite high tech aboutthistoo 
- there wasn't any paper and ink involved, 
everything was done on an iPad. 

I had to then watch a short video of stick men 
instructing me of howto safely use the Segway; 
pretty cute and informative but there was a lot of 
tumbling stick men on that video. Then came the 
protective wear - helmets, kneepads and elbow 
pads. I felt all geared upfor war. 

Once we got that out of the way, the group 
headed on outside where a group of instructors 
went through the basics of working the Segway. 
We weretaught howto balance ourselves onthe 
Segway, how to move forward, back and to the 
sides, as well as what not to do when on it. 

Obviously, as soon as I got onthe Segway, I 
felt like it was moving too fast even though its 


speed waslessthanlOkph. Thankfully the 
guides were helpful in providingtips of howto 
operatethe machine. 

There's always at least three instructors on 
each tour, so no one gets left behind and 
everyone gets the attention they need. These 
trained and certified professionals had some 
one-on-one Segway training with us, making 
sure we were prepared for the ride. 

MAKING THE MOVE 

Once we got the hang of working the Segway (it 
didn't take me more than 10 minutes, so you'll 
pick it up quickly) we were breezing off. I was on 
the Signature Marina Bay tour, which meant 
that I was shown seven tourist spots around the 
area, but if you're after the cheaper and shorter 
Highlights of Marina Bay tour, you'll be brought 
to four locations. 

The guides were well informed about the 
history of Singapore, especially the sites we 
were taken to and provided us with a brief at 
every pit stop. Ask away any question you have 
andthey will haveananswerfor you. Besides 
that, all you do onthe Segway move is feel the 
wind, and take in the breathtaking sights of 
Marina Bay. 

Also, there were enough rest points in 
betweenthetwo-hourlongtour (that's what I 
was on), so I didn't feel exasperated having to 
stand on a moving platform the entire way. 

Towards the end of it, I was pulling a few 
moves on the wheeled beast from Paul Blart: 
Mall Cop and was cheering on the Segway to 
move faster. Final verdict: I had a ball of a time 
and would do it again any day. And if you're a 
die-hard Segway fan, you can even purchase 
one of thesefrom Gogreenfor $13,800 (i2 
model) or $14,800 (x2 model) - it's surely 
cheaperthanowninga car here. 



Segway tour details 

Addre 


^Marina Bay City Gallery, 11 
Marina Boulevard 


Operating hours 


Tue to Sun: 10am-7pm (Highlights of 
Marina Bay tour) 

Tue to Sun: 9.30am (weekends only), 
12pm, 2.30pm, and 5pm (Signature Marina 
Bay tour) 

Lfrom $48 
fmarina-bay.sg 
6329 3535 



www.stuff.tv 





PODCASTING 


I ne case 
for Serial 


Illustrations Bent he/f/us trotor com 

Words Tom Wiggins 


^ Podcasts have been ^ 
quietly growing for years, 
but one show has turned 
them into a true cultural 
phenomenon. Stuff 
investigates the huge 
success of Serial 




f 2011 belonged to Ned Stark in Gome 
Of Thrones, 2012 was all about Lena 
Dunham's quartet of Girls, and 2013 
was dominated by Breoking Bods 
meth-cooker extraordinaire Walter 
White, 2014 was the year of Hae Min 
Lee, Adnan Syed and Sarah Koenig. 
That's because the year's must-watch 
TV show wasn't on Sky Atlantic, HBO or 
Channel 4. It wasn't even a TV show - it 
was a 12-part podcast called Seriol. 

Seriolls a re-investigation of a real-life 
murder case that unfolded in Baltimore, 
Maryland in 1999. Hae Min Lee, a 
19-year-old student, went missing 
on 13 January and was found dead 


nearly a month later. Her ex-boyfriend 
Adnan Syed was convicted of murder 
and remains in prison to this day. 

But did he do it? That's the question 
host Sarah Koenig tries to answer, by 
re-examining evidence (or lack thereof), 
interviewing Adnan regularly on the 
phone, speaking to his classmates 
and family, talking to Hae's friends 
(her family never respond to Koenig), 
and even retracing the steps of the 
accused to check that the prosecution's 
timeline checks out. 

It's a project that's inspired feverish 
devotion among its listeners - a two- 
million-strongjury for each episode, 
all desperate to discover the truth - 
and has signalled an exciting new dawn 
for podcasts. Seriol reached five million 
downloads faster than any podcast 
in history, and had hit 20 million total 
downloads before the final episode 
had even been uploaded. There are 
pages and pages of Reddit threads 
dissecting the case and offering new 
theories; people had listening parties 
for the finale; Soturdoy Night Live 
parodied it; and there are even other 
podcasts devoted to Seriol punditry. 

So what is it exactly that's caught the 
imagination of so many? 


The podcast grows up 

“It feels like someone's suddenly said: 
'Right, let's do an HBO on podcasts'," 
says Scroobius Pip, rapper, spoken word 
artist and host of the Distroction Pieces 
Podcost, in which he's interviewed 
everyone from Russell Brand to Alan 
Moore. His show was, for one week, 
more popular than Seriol on the iTunes 
chart. He even offers to send us a 
screengrab to prove it. 

Tongue-in-cheek rivalry aside, 

Pip's right. Seriofs scope and production 
values are way beyond what most 
listeners are used to. It has both 
a bespoke soundtrack composed 
by Nick Thorburn and a synth-heavy 
incidental score by Mark Henry Phillips. 
Aren't podcasts supposed to be DIY 
affairs recorded in sheds and bedrooms 
with whatever makeshift kit the hosts 
can lay their hands on? 

“I bought a recording kit that I can 
carry under my arm for about a grand," 
says Pip, “and I've gone to Russell 
Brand's house or Zane Lowe's or Simon 
Pegg's and we Just talk for an hour. 
There isn't a theme. The interviews 
become more like chats - more relaxed, 
personal and intimate. You're not getting 
people in promo mode." Seriol, on the 
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^ It's easier to ^ 
make something 
sound aood than 
look good 

Andy Zoltzmon 


PODCASTING 


Other hand, is one story told in episodic 
format week by week - although now 
it's over, latecomers can binge on it just 
like they would House Of Cords. 

Koenig is a former reporter for the 
New York 7/mes and Bo/t/mons Son 
so developing a story over time is 
nothing new to her, although perhaps 
none she worked on in print would 
have had a gestation as long as Serial's. 
Koenig began working on it back in 
2013, with the first episode released 
on 3 October last year. At that point 
she didn't know how it would end. 

It was a textbook whodunnit for the 
Twitter generation, although posting 
any spoilers would get you hounded 
out of Tweet Town in far fewer than 
140 characters. 

While this serialised storytelling is, 
in Koenig's words, “as old as Dickens" 

- a reference to the way Charlie D used 
to write a chapter at a time and release 
them individually, making books more 
accessible to a less affluent audience - 
it felt entirely new for podcasts. Serial's 
parent podcast (and radio show) This 
American Life has been telling one-off 
stories since 2006 (or 1998 if you 
include its previous life on RealAudio and 
Audible.com), but nothing with this kind 
of long-form narrative arc. 

Pip also has radio on his CV - but he 
isn't planning to do any more. “Last year 


I stopped my radio show, which I'd 
won awards for and things like that, 
but it was Just the thought that 
podcasts are going to take over. 

Why would you tune into something 
when you can download it to your 
phone and not worry about losing 
signal when you go through tunnels 
on the train? I was a fan of podcasts 
anyway but I definitely think it's the 
future. It's a wonderful format." 

Sounding the Bugle 

And he's not alone. British stand-up 
comedian Andy Zaltzman parps on one 
half of The Bugle, a satirical podcast he 
began in 2007 after his co-host John 
Oliver moved to New York to work on 
The Doily Show (before landing his own 
show on HBO, Lost Week Tonight With 
John Oliver). Originally funded by The 
Times, The Bugle was a way of carrying 
on the partnership the pair had formed 
on Radio 4 shows such as POJlfM 
and The Department. The Bup/e has half 
a million listeners every month. 

“It's a great medium because it's 
basically given anyone the opportunity 
to make something themselves," 
Zaltzman tells Stuff “You can do it ► 


2001 


2001 


20CN 


2005 


2006 


A bii«f history 
of podcasting 


A new RSS feature lays 
podcasting's foundations 
by allowing audio files to be 
distributed automatically. 

kfiple mmls th« IP«I 

— • 

The company's portablejukebox 
puts audio in our pockets in a way 
not seen since the Walkman, paving 
the way for podcast listening. 

Tlwiminl ^poilcast* ii gakud 

Combining the 'pod' from iPod 
and 'cast' from broadcasting, 
writer Ben Hammersley coins 
the term in The Guardian. It sticks. 

Apple f<iila|iPitGastBi to fTiams 

Version 4.9 of iTunes allows users 
to subscribe to and download 
podcasts with a new section 
created for them in the Store. 

jgBkylimfategertaeniiw^ 

Signs of mainstream adoption 
appear with The Ricky Gervais 
Show, which soon becomes the 
most successful podcast ever. 


Out of nowhere. This American Life 
offshoot Ser/o/ is released. With 
over 20m downloads, many call 
it the cultural event of 2014. 
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Richard Herring 


on a very small budget - all you really 
need Is a decent-quality microphone 
and a fairly basic sound editing 
programme - and If It's good, and 
people like It, then you can find 
an audience. You don't have to go 
through the laborious process of 
getting it commissioned, waiting 
for the little clouds of smoke to come 
out of the BBC chimneys or however 
it is they do it." 

That kind of creative freedom is 
practically unheard of on radio or TV, 
so to get it on a platform with such 
world-straddling potential as ITunes 
is obviously an attractive proposition. 
"What you always want as a comedian 
is that total free rein, which is much 
harder to get in radio or television," says 
Zaltzman. "You have it in stand-up and 
you have it in podcasting - and it's far 
easier to make something sound good 
than look good." 

Go it alone 

It was also a big part of Scroobius Pip's 
decision to go it alone. "There's no 
longer any logic in having a boss," he 
says. "If you've got a boss then you've 
got to clear any guests or controversial 
topics. When it's just you and there's no 
other interference - yet you've still got 


that huge platform that previously 
you'd need something like Radio 1 
for - it's kind of crazy to have a boss. 

If you can hold it together and make it 
work, why would you be at someone 
else's will, when you can have that 
complete control?" 

Of course, that's all very well if, like 
Serial, you've got the backing of a radio 
station (albeit one funded by listener 
donations) or newspaper, but what 
happens when the money runs out? 

It was episode nine of Serial when 
Sarah Koenig first asked for money, 
a necessary evil she genuinely sounds 
uncomfortable doing. Since its beginning 
each episode had been bookended 
with adverts for MailChimp - an email 
service that became almost as much 
of a talking point as the case itself, 
thanks to the mispronunciation of the 
company's name by a member of the 
public in the opening ident. But evidently 
that, plus the support of WEBZ, wasn't 
enough. How do you fund a year's work 
when you're giving it away for free? 

To keep Distraction Pieces going, Pip 
relies on advertising. With its one-man- 
and-his-microphone approach, he'd be 


People still ^ 
think everything 
on the internet 
should be free 


Beit pedciiting appt 


PodldGlcarfrorTi $free/ Android 

^ 

The free version of this unf ussy 
podcatcher does everything you 
need for free, but it's worth shelling 
out for the Pro version if you use it 
a lot as it removes the irritating ads 
and adds extra functionality. 

Jteart $free / Android, IDS 

Acast takes a regular podcast and 
adds 'blings' on top. It's a horrible 
name for what are essentially 
links to extra material related to the 
subject being discussed. Scroobius 
Pip is already a big fan. 

imjffiiteiwMl $free / Android, iOS 

This is not strictly a podcatcher as 
it only allows you to stream; but if 
you'd rather not fill up your phone, 
the app is intuitive and there are 
plenty of podcasts available on it, 
including ffteSupie. 


pmmetfrorn $free / iOS 

Created by the geezer behind 
Instapaper, Overcast is another 
one worth paying more for. You 
can unlock tweaks to normalise 
voice volume and cut out silences 
to speed up listening. 






There^s no logic 


in having a boss 
when you can have 
L comp/ete controlj 

Scroobius Pip 
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the first to admit that it's not exactiy 
among the big-budget biockbusters 
of the podcast worid, but nor does 
he feei its integrity is compromised: 
“Sieving over a song as an art and then 
getting into a recording studio feeis 
different; i hope to get a direct payment 
for that. With the podcast i'd rather the 
payment comes from a corporation and 
peopie get to have it for free, rather than 
asking them to chip in. it's aii a means 
to an end now." 

Funding issues 

Whiie Distraction Pieces certainiy 
doesn't shy away from controversiai 
topics - he's aiready had revoiutionary 
Russeii and outspoken rapper Kiiier 
Mike on the show - for comedians 
such as Zaitzman and Richard Herring, 
advertising has been a minefieid of 
potentiai compromise, particuiariy 
since cuit stand-up hero Biii Hicks 
compared it to heavy petting with 
Beeizebub back in the '90s. 

“i'm quite oid-fashioned about 
adverts," admits Herring, who made 
his podcast debut in 2008 with Coiiings 
And Herrin and has since reieased nine 
others, inciuding /\s it Occurs To Me, 
Worming Up and Richard Herring's 
Leicester Sguore Theatre Podcost, 
the most popuiar episode of which 
has been downioaded 170,000 


times, “if you know that i'ii say ‘i iove 
ian Harris's Crisps' even though i don't, 
but he's just given me £10,000, then 
what does that mean about everything 
eiseisay?"heexpiains. 

Both The Bugie and Herring reiy on 
donations from iisteners and seiiing 
merchandise to keep their shows going. 
“Peopie are stiii at the stage where they 
think everything on the internet shouid 
be free, so even if you charged 50p the 
downioads wouid probabiy be a tenth 
or even a hundredth of what they 
couid be," says Herring, “i'm trying to 
encourage peopie to make donations 
of a pound a month, or whatever they 
can afford. That's buiiding up a smaiiish 
fund of money that over time i can use 
to make other stuff, if everyone who 
iistened to my podcast gave me a quid 
a year i couid make my own sitcom, 
especiaiiy with the cost of producing 
stuff coming down. At the moment 
it's about 17o or 27o." 

However, both Herring and Zaitzman 
do recognise the potentiai power of 
podcast advertising, “if you do buiid an 
audience it tends to be a very committed 
one, because peopie iisten to podcasts 
in a very active way," expiains Zaitzman. 
“They have to seek it out, downioad it 
and consciousiy iisten to it rather than 
it being on the radio in the background, 
so with smaiier iistener numbers you ► 


Stuffs top podcasts 



Stuff You Should Know 

No reiation to this Stuff you're 
reading now. Stuff You Shouid 
Know is not a miiiion miies away 
from Q/. That is, a perfect source 
of pub chat (if you can get peopie 
to stop iooking at their phones). 



There's nothing gamers iike more 
than a dose of nostaigia and 
Retronouts deii vers in big, 16-bit 
spades, it's not aii obvious choices 
either: there's pienty here for even 
the most hardcore button-basher. 



ThbAnnerlcan Ufe 


if you iiked Ser/o/ it's worth ciimbing 
its famiiy tree and deiving into This 
American Life. The stories are over 
in an episode but they're often 
unexpectediy captivating. The 
Radio 4 of podcasting. 




Ever since James Richardson (aka 
AC Jimbo) hosted Footboii itoiio in 
the '90s he's been a footbaii fan's 
friend. Here he hosts the kind of 
inteiiigent footy chat you Just don't 
get from Robbie Savage et Ql. 


s 
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If you do build 
an audience it 
tends to be a very 
committed one 

Andy Zoltzmon 


get a much more committed audience. 

If there was a podcast called The 
World's Most Brilliont Screwdrivers, 
a screwdriver company is far better 
off advertising there than just on the 
local radio station." 

Podcast-only networks 

Of course, these aren't the only options. 
YouTube has worked hard to monetise 
videos using those annoying pre-roll ads 
and splitting revenues with the uploaders, 
and there's no reason why audio-only 
sites such as Soundcloud couldn't do 
the same, or simply place relevant ads 
underneath the content. 

Herring has accidentally created a 
successful business of his own, albeit 
one that's also supported by ticket sales 
for his live shows, a regular column for 


Metro and the odd corporate gig, which 
he Justifies by putting the fees towards 
creating more stuff to give away for 
free. How else would he be able to 
release recordings of him playing 
snooker against himself? 

But there are also podcast-only 
networks springing up out there, such 
as Brooklyn-based Gimlet Media, which 
produces shows including Startup, 
a documentary series about starting 
your own business, and Reply All, which 
tells stories about things that happen 
on the internet. There's also Radiotopia, 
which launched last year after raising 
over US$600,000 from a Kickstarter 
campaign and now produces nine 
different podcast series. 

There are also apps such as Acast, 
which lets podcasters embed links 
within the audio timeline to offer 
listeners more information on topics 
being discussed. Scroobius Pip already 
uses the app to add more content to 
Distroction Pieces: "It doesn't change 
the audio at all but if, say, I'm talking 
to Russell Brand about Athenian 
democracy, it'll come up with a link 
to the Wikipedia page for Athenian 
democracy. Obviously there's a financial 
side too. If we're talking about his book 
there'll be a link there to buy it. It Just 
blows my mind that you can embed 
so much stuff, so in this hour of audio 
you're potentially getting three or four 
hours of reading material." 


Casting into the future 

While iTunes and Soundcloud are 
likely to remain the two main places 
for podcasts to call home, in the search 
to find a way to make a living from 
podcasting, other approaches may 
spring up. How about Bandcamp's 
direct-to-artist subscription model? 
While that's designed for musicians, 
the idea of picking an individual and 
subscribing to only their output, 
effectively giving them their own 
on-demand radio station, is one that 
could work for podcasts. 

In fact. Herring has had a similar 
idea: "In 1910 Charlie Chaplin was part 
of a studio but then realised it would 
be easier to have his own. By charging 
everyone a tiny amount of money 
to come and see his films, he was 
a millionaire within two years. You 
basically become your own station 
and I think increasingly that will be 
the case." 

Seriofs pleas for donations worked. 
Through a combination of sponsorship 
and listeners' contributions, the makers 
have been able to announce that there 
will be a season two, although the 
subject is still unknown. What we 
do know is that, like a new series 
of Mod Men or Gome Of Thrones, 
expectation will be sky high - higher 
than for any podcast ever before. 

And don't be surprised if others try 
to emulate its success. • 



6 tips for recording your own podcast 



nek your ktt 

The beauty of 
podcasting is 
that you only 
really need 
the essentials. 

A decent USB 
microphone, 
a pair of cans and 
a computer of 
some sort will do, 
but if you want 
to make things 
sound a little 
more professional 
you'll need an 
XLR mic, audio 
interface, mixer 
and some proper 
studio speakers. 


o 

Prop your 

•Mo* 

Any hard surfaces 
in the room that 
you choose to 
record in will 
make sound 
bounce around 
all over the shop, 
so try to find 
somewhere with 
plenty of soft 
furnishings 
and a carpeted 
floor. Close 
the curtains. 
Ideally, record 
your podcast in 
a padded cell at 
your local asylum. 



o 

Saloetyour 

Wifiifare 

Whatever you do, 
don't splash out 
loads of money 
on some fancy 
audio editing 
software. If 
you're using a 

Mac, Garageband 
is plenty good 
enough and has 
royalty-free 
music you can 
make use of 
too. If you're 
on Windows, 
Audacity is 
no-frills but 
easy to use. 




Don't get 
toodiM* 

When you're 
actually ‘on air', 
don't do a Liam 
Gallagher and 
try to eat the 
microphone like 
it's a delicious ice 
cream cone. Six 
inches away is 
normally about 
right. If you've got 
multiple voices 
but can only 
afford one mic, 
change its 
recording 
pattern to 
omnidirectional. 



e 

Mokoguom 

wdooim 

If you want to 
follow Scroobius 
Pip or Richard 
Herring's example 
and record some 
interviews 
but can't convince 
your interviewees 
to come to you, 
use Pamela (£27 
($55),pamela.biz) 
or 

Call Recorder 
(US$30 ($41), 
ecamm.com) to 
record two- 
channel Skype 
calls. 



e 

SMitfraa 

If you can't be 
bothered to 
mess about with 
anFTRRSS, 
XML and other 
confusing 
three-letter 
abbreviations 
in order to get 
your podcast 
on iTunes, 
Soundcloud is a 
good alternative. A 
Pro Unlimited 
account costs 
USSl35(Sl85)a 
year but allows 
you to upload as 
much as you want. 
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These tech products take their inspiration 
from the natural world's finest work: designs 
perfected over millions of years of evolution 

[ Pfwtop-iplff Pete Swdrper ] 


Take a nnoment to admire the sleek 
form of the Nakamichi Dragon Lily. 

Its metallic petals envelop a 2.1 digital 
integrated amplifier and speaker with 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and NFC capabilities. 
Enjoy its ability to control and charge 
iThings via USB. Then take a moment 
to think about its namesake, the dragon 
lily flower (also known as the ‘stink lily’) 
which, upon flowering, produces a 
smell almost identical to rotting meat, 
attracting the swarms of flies that 
help to pollinate it. And be thankful 
that Nakamichi haven’t taken the 
biomimicry too far. 

£240 ($4as) / nakamtdilaMJk 
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AUDKXXJEST NI6HTHAWK 

The NightHawks may be named after 
a bird of prey, but their design draws 
inspiration from a much smaller flying 
animal. The 3D-printed grilles on these 
semi-open headphones take their 
cue from the structure responsible 
for iridescence in butterflies’ wings. 
Produced by selective laser sintering 
(SLS), AudioQuest claims the intricate 
structure diffuses sound and thwarts 


distortion for a superior listening 
experience. Add earcups made of ‘liquid 
wood’ and cables built on AudioQuest’s 
30 years of experience and you’ve got 
something worth listening to. 


$il» / ^icIcxfiiestcoiTi 
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B«WT7 

In nature, the honeycomb’s job is to 
hold together nature’s sweet bounty, 
collected by thousands of tireless 
worker bees all summer. In a Bluetooth 
speaker, that same honeycomb shape 
is at the heart of the micro matrix 
structure that braces the T7’s cabinet 
to reduce unwanted vibrations. It’ll make 
short work of hi-res audio with its aptX 
Bluetooth connection and DAC, and 
keep the party going all night with 18 
hours’ playback from its rechargeable 
lithium-ion battery and twin auxiliary 
bass radiators that promise enough 
boom to shake your room. 






DESIGN# 


SOUD GRAY BACKPACK 

Often the job of a designer isn’t 
to invent an entirely new thing, but 
instead to combine techniques and 
materials that improve the function 
of a product. That’s why, when Solid 
Gray’s designers were looking for a 
way to make a lightweight but strong 
backpack, they took their inspiration 
from nature, stealing ideas from shrimps 
and the armadillo’s segmented armour. 
They then added a retracting handle, 
clever compartments for sunglasses 
and other nick-nacks, plus room for 
a 15in laptop and interchangeable 
straps within its 15-litre volume. 

€!7Q($105) / sold-gray^ 
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CiXXJD 

OK, so we’re straying away from 
biology and towards geography here, 
but it’s still Mother Nature’s realm 
and we like the idea of having a cloud 
indoors. This one is made from felted 
hypoallergenic fiberfill for that 
authentic fluffy look, while on the inside 
is a Bluetooth speaker and light show 
controlled by an Arduino board. Unlike 
a real cloud, which rarely obeys 
commands, this one can be instructed 
via remote control, switching between 
lighting modes or responding angrily to 
its surroundings with a thunderstorm 
triggered by nearby movement. 

U5Si36D 

rkiianjcarKson.aorri 



BIOMIMETIC BUILDINGS AROUND THE WORLD 


• Eden Project 

The hexagonal 
domes of this giant 
greenhouse require 
no internal supports 
and draw on 
the strength of 
tessellated triangles, 
a strategy found in 
the human spine. 


• The Gherkin 

London’s iconic 
tower circulates 
cooling air the same 
way a glass sponge 
circulates seawater, 
helping it to use 
around half the 
amount of energy of 
a conventional tower. 


• Lotus Temple 

One of the Baha’i 
Houses of Worship, 
open to worshippers 
from all faiths, this 
temple in Delhi has 
a nine-sided circular 
structure and clearly 
takes its aesthetic 
from a lotus flower. 


• Eastgate 

This shopping centre 
in Zimbabwe uses 
internal structures 
inspired by towering 
termite mounds 
to aid cooling and 
ventilation, leading 
to a reduction in 
energy usage. 


'Words Jools Whitehorn Photos iknow-uk, 
David Brazier, Aureiien Guichard, Vandeiizer ] 
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5 OF THE BEST 


In-ear headphones 

The world of ’phones can be a perilous place, especially at the budget, in-ear end of the market. 
There are countless options out there... which of them deserve a place in your lugholes? 





SoundMagic's laurels 
appear to be In no danger 
of being sat on, as It 
continues to squeeze 
every last drop of magic 
out oftheEIOS. 

The latest change Is the 
Inclusion of a one-button 
Inline remote, and an 
unusual 3.5mm plug 
with a ‘compatibility 
switch', which makes 
sure the remote's button 
works across phones of 
all flavours. 

The sound Is better 
than ever, with the latest 
tweaks resulting In a 
smoother delivery. Bass 
weight Is well judged for 
punch and agility. There's 
alsoplenty of detail and 
a great sense of space. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

At this price, these are 
phenomenally good 
Price £40 ($85) ■■ 
soundmagic.com.cn/en 





These AKGs are amazingly 
small and won't stick out 
of your head even If you 
have very flat ears. Tiny 
doesn't mean lacking In 
substance, though. Build 
quality Is good, the cable's 
strong and there's a 
three-button Inline remote 
for Apple users. 

Fitting Is a little awkward: 
It's hard to grab them to 
wiggle them Into position. 
But It's a dynamic sound, 
with plenty of punch and 
attack. There are bags of 
detail, good for articulating 
every scrape and hiss 
of that hl-hat. Very 
occasionally the sound Is 
a little hard at the top end, 
but It's not enough to ruin 
the enjoyment. 

Stuff says ★★★★★ 

Don't underestimate 
these tiny buds 
Price £50 ($105) ■ 
akg.com 



It's kind of a special 
occasion for Sennhelser. 
After a string of similar- 
looking products, we now 
have something radically 
different and Beats-llke. 
There are red, white and 
black options, with the 
buds displayingjust the 
tiniest bit of bling. 

Angled tips replace the 
straight-body design, 
which makes the buds 
easier to fit. They're comfy 
enough for long-term use. 

An excellent seal means 
good noise Isolation. It's 
a smooth, full-bodied 
sound, with plenty of 
weight and punch to the 
bass. But that bass Is also 
overpowering, with little 
In the way of refinement 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

A comfortable listen, but 
not one for subtlety 

Price $89 ^ 

sennhelserasla.com 



Maxell MXH- 
DBA700S 


In contrast to the AKGs, 
these Maxells are rather 
long, with a trumpet 
shape that sticks out 
quite a bit. Build quality 
Is a mixed bag. The buds 
themselves are housed 
In aluminium but the 
rest feels a bit plasticky, 
especially the one-button 
Inline remote. 

The buds boast a hybrid 
design, with balanced 
armatures and 8mm 
dynamic drivers to 
enhance bass and vocals. 
Bass Is certainly deep: put 
on Leonard Cohen and 
you can almost feel the 
phlegm. It's not a delicate 
sound, though. Greater 
clarity and stronger 
dynamics would help. 

Stuff says ★★★☆☆ 

Great If you like deep bass 
and not much else 
Price £50 ($105) 
maxell.com.sg 





Every now and then a 
design brings to mind 
no words but 'WTF'. For 
starters, these are huge 
by In-ear headphone 
standards. And they're 
difficult to fit, with 
a design that means 
they're Intended to nestle 
In the bit outside the ear 
canal. The Idea Is to be less 
Invasive, but this means 
no proper seal and that 
leads to all manner of 
Issues. Isolation Is poor. 
The sound Is Insubstantial 
and hollow. Dynamics are 
not worth mentioning. 

Still, at least there's a 
one-button remote with 
a volume slider. 

Stuff says ★★☆☆☆ 

Little In the way of style 
or substance - don't do It 

Price $58 ■' 

audlo-technica.com.sg 
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Inherent Vice. cinema 


Selma.cinerna 


Gone Girl_Blu-ray 


lebiiac^f'WIh these two or 
iplescatw Bffiter new relea^ 
rbunl1JHx>fl#,'Vtarttpopper or ,v ip 
abewndiElihe1)eekeeDer.l. Hf! K 


aul Thomas Anderson 
adapting Thomas Pynchon 
was always going to be 
unwatchable or unmissable. So 
which is Inherent Vice? 

Joaquin Phoenix plays Larry 
‘Doc’ Sportello - a beach-dwelling, 
pot-smoking private investigator 
with the hair of Wolverine and the 
wardrobe of Shaggy from Scooby 
Doo. When two people come to 
him for help - one an old flame, 
the other an ex-con - and 
mention the same name, he finds 
himself in the middle of a what 
is essentially an old-fashioned 
story of revenge, disappearances 
and deceit involvingthe FBI and 
mysterious organised crime. And 
it's played out through a haze 
of weed smoke hanging over 
California in the early '70s. 


Anderson has picked Pynchon 
at his most playful. An early 
scene involving Doc, his attorney 
Sauncho Smilax (Benicio Del Toro) 
and Josh Brolin's show-stealing, 
frozen-banana-eating detective 
Bigfoot Bjornsen is just one of 
many laugh-out-loud moments 
that haven't had a place in his 
recent films. 

After more than two hours, 
very few of Inherent Vice’s many 
threads are fully tied up (you 
should expect nothing less from 
a new PT Anderson film) but those 
that are satisfy in an unexpectedly 
heartwarming fashion. The others 
are lost in the woozy fug left by the 
trip. But then, that's kinda the point. 
Tom Wiggins 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 


j No, notabiopicof Marge 
I Simpson's sister but the 
I story of a landmark period 
j for civil rights. Based on an 
i Alabama march from Selma 
I to Montgomery, led by 
i Martin Luther King (played 
majestically by David 
Oyelowo) this is classic 
awards fodder, but its 
violence - police attacking 
unarmed black people - is 
a stark reminder that the 
fight continues today. 

Tom Wiggins 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


David Fincher binds Gillian 
Flynn's whodunnit into 149 
minutes of sexual frenzy, 
media manipulation and 
more fake blood than a 
slasher flick, distracting 
from various loose ends. 
Rosamund Pike has us 
believe she is the ultimate 
femme fatale, while the 
plot twists at 1000 thriller- 
Watts per hour towards a 
culmination that brings a 
powerful wave of unease. 
Natalya Paul 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 
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_Sleater-Klnney 


For their first record in 
10 years, Sieater-Kinney 
aren’t hoiding back. There’s 
an urgency to No Cities To 
Love - words aimost force 
their way out and guitars 
strain at the ieash. The 
trio have channeiied their 
decade of rage into 10 
taut, anguiar punk rock 
songs that prove they’ve 
most definiteiy stiii got it. 
Tom Wiggins 
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STUFF SAYS ***** 


j ThaRMBFor 
Spaoe.PuMc 

Service Broadcasting 


PSB combine trippy 
grooves and Mogwai 
sweiis with sampies of 
spoken word recordings, 
it’saformuiathat can 
get a bit arse-toss, but 
the conceptuai theme of 
their second aibum - buiit 
iargeiy around the words 
of Apoiio mission controi 
staff - at ieast gives it an 
atmosphere aii of its own. 
Richard Purvis 



Sorry ^ comic-book fans: 
this h an anthology of 
Sorydmon author Gasman's 
short stories- So there 
are no pictures at alt Just 
wonis. Small black words, 
In a dreary font, on a plain 
white bad^ground Where% 
the fun In that? 

The fun, In fact. Is just 
about everywhere. These 
are wildly diverse yet 
consistently engrosslr^ 
tales with the odd mystical 
twist but no over-bdy 
endlr^s: where lesser 


writers struggle to tie up 
all their explanations In the 
short format, Gaiman is 
happy to leave questions 
floating in your brain. 

Topics Irtdude imaginary 
girlfriends, Hebridean 
adventurers, murderous 
lar^ladles and - in a story 
that somehow manages 
not to be preposterous - 
Sherlock Holmes keeping 
bees in China. 

Richard Purvis 



Tile Good 
Psydiopath's 
.Guide To Success 


Dr Kevin Dutton 


& Andy McNab 

McNab is a ‘good’ psycho, 
apparently - free of fear 
and empathy, but not the 
full Lecter. Dr Dutton says 
we can learn from him, but 
the sweary, Danny-Dyer- 
does-science style grates, 
and a world with less 
empathy doesn’t get 
Stuffs seal of approval. 
Tom Wiggins 


_Paul McAuley 


McAuley’s other books 
have been set on other 
worlds, 10 million years 
hence, but his new novel 
begins in a near-future 
London, where alien 
algorithms are infecting 
people’s minds. Classic 
sci-crime elements, a 
whiff of cyberpunk and 
some clever ideas make 
this well worth a read. 
Will Dunn 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


STUFF SAYS ★★★☆☆ 


STUFF SAYS ***** STUFF SAYS ***** 


www.stuff.tv 


8 117 













ditt 


1 




I 






^^fii 

^dSI^SHSS 










plZG 

5-MIN HACKS 
IF NOTHING 
ELSE, 

TRY THIS... 


pl24 

SUPER GEEK: 
MACRO 

PHDTDGRAHY 

Tiny but still 
awesome: take 
a closer look 


BETA YOURSELF 
ELECTRONIC 

MUSIC 

Well, who 
needs actual 
instruments? 


PLAYLIST 

TECHU- 

MENTARIES 

Watch away a 
few hours with 
top techy films 


www.stuff.tv 
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■ Gioose your staliorL 

A Digital Audio Workstation 
(DAW) is the production software 
you'll use to create your electronic 
music. Each one has different 
attributes so do some research. 
Garageband, Ableton Live and 
the newer Bitwig are the most 
beginner-friendly. 

■ Start with a beat. The most 
common way to start a track 

is hammering out a beat with 
a Music Production Centre 
(MPC) or a drum machine like 
Maschine (native-instruments, 
com). The latter helps you build 
rhythm loops without a mouse 
slowing your flow. 

OMASCHINiSniDO 


■ Borrow sounds. Bringing 
in a new element from the 
outside world can open doors 
to your track's direction, so 
download lots of samples. 
Bear in mind that the better 
the audio source, the better 
your tracks will sound, so get 
digging through your vinyl 
collection rather than ripping 
MP3s from YouTube. 


■ BembilmallsL Most DAWs 
contain a mind-boggling array of 
applications and effects, so keep 
it simple to begin with: just pick a 
monophonic synth, a polyphonic 
synth, a beat-making plug-in 
and a sampler so you can learn 
them inside-out. 
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NEXT STEPS 


■ Avoid clutter. Don't 
accumulate lots of plug-ins. 
They slow down your computer 
and your learning progress. 
Instead of flicking endlessly 
through presets, learn to create 
the sounds in your head by 
watching YouTube tutorials 

of your favourite plug-ins. 

■ Muttf-task. Rather than 
fighting it out for weeks 
trying to create one song, 
try working on two or three 
at once. Rotating through 
your projects will give you 

a sense of perspective 
for what's working and 
what's not. 


120 
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■ Get MIDI. If you want to stick 
with software instruments, use 
a good MIDI controller to record 
automation changes. This will 
liven up your compositions. 

■ Go analogue. Analogue 
synthesizers have a denser 
sound than digital, and jamming 
away on hardware often breaks 
up the monotony of staring at 
screens and clicking mice. 

■ Use a sequencer or 
arpeggiator. These throw 
random MIDI patterns at your 
synths and help you play with 
your filters until something 
Jumps out at you. 


■ Take the bus. Mix bus 

channels help you tweak levels 
and add effects to groups of 
tracks, helping you mesh them 
together for your stereo master. 

■ Turn everything down 
to turn it up. High frequency 
elements can often overpower 
a mix, so start low and turn 
them up carefully one at a time. 

■ Use channel EQ. High-pass 
EQ settings shave the lower end 
off individual channels to create 
space in a mix. Aside from kick 
and bass, most instruments 
don't need those potentially 
muddying low frequencies. 


■ Take a break. When you 
have a rough version finished, 
leave your track alone for a bit. 
When you return you'll know 
instantly if it's finished or not. 

■ Invest in good monitors. 

Pull them away from the wall 
and use acoustic foam and bass 
traps to improve the acoustics. 

■ Become a master. Final 
mastering is best left to the 
pros, but if you need a rough 
master, apply a multi-band 
compressor, a stereo widening 
tool and - last in the chain - a 
limiter to the master channel 
before bouncing. 


VLf 


LEVEL 
UP WITH. 


MACPROVIDEO 


Before YouTube and the 
rise of the video tutoriai, 
iearning to produce music 
was a mind-numbingiy 
difficuit process made 
insufferabie by manuais. 
These days you don’t 
need to read a book as 
thick as your forehead 
when there are sites iike 
this devoted to advancing 
your knowiedge. 


□UB5PDT 

i; rra 

A massive internet 
hub for music production, 
Dubspot is one of the 
worid’s most trusted 
oniine schoois for iearning 
how to produce tracks. 
Crammed fuii of articies, 
interviews with 
professionais and video 
tutoriais, it focuses on 
the reai nitty gritty 
of eiectronic music 
production, spanning 
a wide spectrum of 
DAWs and equipment. 


SOUND DN SOUND 

It might be a touch on 
the serious side, but this 
music tech mag (founded 
in the mid-’ 80 s) remains 
the best destination for 
in-depth kit reviews. All 
articles are archived online, 
and the tablet version for 
iOS and Android lets you 
listen to ‘before’ and ‘after’ 
mixes to help hone your 
musical ear. 


FINISHING TOUCHES 


STUDIO BDDSTERS 


MIXING TRICKS 
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TECHU 


For a while, documentaries were seen as a bit stuffy, 
voyeuristic or condescending. But now weVe falling back 
in love, with the help of our favourite streaming sites 




Finding 
Vivian Maier 

During her lifetime, 
Vivian Maier was an 
unremarkable nanny 
from New York. But 
in 2007 a photo 
collector bought a 
box of undeveloped 
negatives that would 
reveal her as one of 
the greatest street 
photographers of 
the 20th century. 
Uncover the mystery 
of Maier's Rolleiflex. 
Amazon 


V n = 


Conditions 


A£ply 


Terms And 
Conditions 
May Appiy 

A pre-Snowden 
klaxon about our 
shrinking privacy, 
this dives into the 
small print of tech 
companies' user 
agreements to show 
how they're taking 
us on a fast track to 
Orwellian scrutiny. 
Echoes of Minority 
Report still put a chill 
down the spine. 
Netflix 



i Am Street 
Fighter 

Made for Street 
Fighter's 25th 
anniversary, this 
details the classic 
game's history via 
the mildly terrifying 
Evo Championships. 
Hiere'sa lot of 
hyperbole but, as 
one talking head 
puts it, the game is 
essentially “a really 
well made rock- 
scissors-paper". 
YouTube 


We Are Legion 

this is a must-see 
for anyone with the 
slightest interest 
in modern history. 
Although ostensibly 
a film about the 
Anonymous 
movement, it 
touches on many 
elements of internet 
culture (memes, 
trolling, geek 
humour) and is 
entertaining, if 
a tad one-sided. 
Netflix 


An Aiternative 
Reaiity: The 
Footbaii Manager 
Documentary 

Part love letter to the 
series, part advert 
for Footboii Manager 
2075, this fans-only 
look at the world's 
most addictive 
spreadsheet has 
enough nerdy 
nostalgia to make 
any armchair 
tactician get playing. 
iTunes, Blinkbox, 
Google Play 


indie Game: 

The Movie 

Following the 
preparation of Super 
Meat Boy, this doc 
reveals that being 
your own boss isn't 
all it's cracked up to 
be, especially in the 
often solitary world 
of indie games. Even 
if thefilm's human 
subjects aren't 
always likeable, their 
games are the stars. 
Netflix, Steam, 
Vimeo, iTunes 


Every object you see 
around you started 
life In someone's 
mind. Spedflcaly 
the Imaginations 
ofCHeter Rams, 
Jonylve and Marc 
Newson, whoaqalaln 
the philosopliy 
behind Tnundane* 
manufactured 
products. Sick and 
serioi^watchasa 
Gary Hustwtt double 
bll withffelvetftoa. 
Amazon 
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Tim’s Vermeer 

Tech pioneer Tim 
Jenison has zero 
experience with 
a brush, but by 
remaking the 
‘camera obscura' 
he beiieves was 
used by Vermeer he 
finds he can create 
masterfui paintings. 
Whatfoiiowsisa 
fascinating study 
in singie-minded 
dedication. 

Amazon Prime 
Instant Video 


The Camera That 
Changed The World 

Reai iife didn't exist 
untiitheportabiefiim 
camera came in 1960, 
kicking open the 
doors of spontaneity 
and taking us from 
Mr Choimondiey- 
Warnerto Don't 
Look Bock in one 
step. Predictabiy, the 
US networks hated 
this new unstaged 
reaiity and refused to 
broadcast any of it. 
Vimeo 


Print The Legend 

Not a fan of extruder 
nozzies or piastic 
ornaments? Don't 
worry, this doc 
ignores 3D printing's 
banaiitiesandfoiiows 
the journeys of 
Makerbot and 
Formiabsasthey 
cope with the 
stresses of huge 
eariy growth, it's so 
entertaining you'ii 
forgive it for avoiding 
certain questions. 
Netflix 


The Internet’s 
Own Boy 

This is the story of 
programming prodigy 
Aaron Swartz, 
whose activism and 
subsequent arrest 
ied to his suicide, 
aged 26, in 2013. Hie 
Reddit co-founder 
campaigned for 
greater access to 
pubiic information, 
it's inspiring despite 
its disturbing view of 
thejustice system. 
YouTube 



SCHOaLOF 

EASYDQCS 


No more techumentaries 
left in the fridge? Time to 
raid these emergency 
stashes of free ones... 


□□LUMEN I ARY HEAVEN 

Rather than hosting films itself, this 
site collates all the free docs available 
on sites like YouTube and Vimeo 
and puts them all in one searchable, 
weekend-devouring place. Its handy 
Top 100’ is the place to get started. 
documentaryheaven.com 


THOUGHT MAYBE 

Adam Curtis fan? This independent 
archive hosts all of his compelling 
collage-docs, along with a huge library 
of films on ‘challenging modern society, 
globalisation and dominant culture.’ 

No, that doesn’t include Armogetfcton. 
thoughtmaybe.com 
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INTERNET AREHIVE 

If you really want to disappear down 
the rabbit-hole, check out this vast 
chamber of retro shows. Its ‘computers 
and technology’ section has almost 
100,000 videos alone. Someone 
should make a film about it... 
archive.org 


Photos www.flickr, com/nodust ] 













PROJECTS 03.15 


MACRO PHOTOGRAPHY 


Marc McLaren explains why there’s beauty to be found 
in the smallest of details, from the complex exoskeleton 
of a grasshopper to the water droplets on a wing mirror 


hen I was eight I was 
given a microscope 
for Christmas -and 
so began a fascination with 
nature's hidden detaiis. 

i wouid examine ieaves and 
bugs and bits of food, thriiiing 
at the intricacy; but with oniy my 
memory to preserve the images, 
the detaiis faded, it wasn't untii 
i discovered macro photography 
25 years iater that i was abie to 
record and share the beautifui 
worid of the very smaii. And that's 
when i got reaiiy obsessed.,. 

So what is macro photography? 
Weii, officiaiiy, it means any shot 


taken with a 1:1 magnification 
ratio - meaning your subject 
wiii be depicted on the camera's 
sensor at its actuai size. But 
that's a pretty dry way of saying 
that it's the art of photographing 
the minuscuie. And an art it 
very much is. Whiie in some 
ways it's the most scientific of 
photographic pursuits, iacking 
the spontaneity of street 
shooting or the anthropocentric 
artistry of portraiture, if you can't 
see the beauty in nature, you're 
frankiy a bit of a iost cause. 

For me, macro's appeai is 
threefoid. First, there's the 


scientific buzz to be had from 
deiving into a worid that few 
peopie notice, and capturing, 
for instance, the crystaiiine 
structure of a snowfiake. No, 
you're not making any reai 
discoveries, and no, you're not 
even the first to take a photo of 
that kind. But doing it yourseif is 
stiii a heii of a iot of fun. 

Second, there's a serenity in 
the shooting process itseif. You 
have to be cairn, methodicai and 
very patient with macro - it's aii 
about getting your f iashes and 
tripods and other gear Just so, 
then tweaking your focus untii 


it's spot-on. it's the photographic 
equivaient of modei buiiding or 
tinkering with cars - and every 
bit as satisfying when it works. 

But most importantiy, macro 
can be breathtakingiy beautifui. 
That shouidn't be a surprise - 
nature's been creating 
Jaw-dropping art for far ionger 
than humanity, painting pictures 
with symmetry and fractais 
and iong strings of DNA. Macro 
mereiy magnifies this naturai 
art so that human eyes can 
appreciate it. Don't beiieve me? 
Just grab a camera and start 
shooting. You'ii soon find it. 



TINY TIPS 


Depth of field is minimal 
at the macro level, so 
unless you’re going for 
an arty, abstract shot 
you’ll need to select as 
narrow an aperture as 
possible. About f/16 
usually does the trick. 


You’re often going to 
be shooting at slow 
shutter speeds in order 
to cope with the narrow 
aperture, so a tripod is 
nigh-on essential. 


The alternative to using 
a tripod is to use a flash. 
What you really want is 
a ring flash: these clip on 
to your lens to provide 
a soft, consistent light 
source. Pricey, though. 


Focus stacking can 
work well: you shoot 
dozens of photos of the 
same subject from the 
same position but with 
a slightly different focal 
point each time. You 
then combine the 
images in processing 
software and end up 
with one super-sharp 
macro shot. 



□LLQCLIP MACRO MN“1 
LENS KIT 

Stick an OlloClip on the back of a smartphone 
and you'll soon be hooked on macro. As the 
name suggests, this kit contains three lenses 
- 7x, 14x and 21x - plus a hood which helps 
the phone to grab focus. And the results are 
really quite good: the magnification is enough 
to get an instantly new perspective on the 
world, for instance highlighting the individual 
ink dots that make up coloured paper. 

The iPhone's sensor isn't big enough for 
super-sharp images once you zoom into 
your shot, but it's a cheap, easy way to dip 
your toes into the shallow macro waters. 
USS70($95) olloclip.com 



TAMRON5PFj^.83QMM 

□IVCUSDMAIRQLENS 

The easiest way to get consistently great 
macro shots is to buy a DSLR camera and 
a dedicated macro lens such as this Tamron. 
Its 90mm focal length will enable you to get 
a close shot while standing far enough back 
that you won't freak out your skittish subject 
matter, while the built-in stabilisation is a real 
boon if you're shooting handheld. There's a 
focus limiter to reduce the chance of the lens 
hunting around, though it snaps on pretty 
quickly anyway, and the big rubber grip is 
great for manual focus. Plus it's available 
in Canon, Nikon and Sony mounts. 
USS500($675) amazon.com 
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BUDGET 

MACRO 


These adaptors let you 
mount a lens on a DSLR 
camera backwards. 

The lens now acts as 
a magnifier in the way 
that a macro iens does, 
and the wider the lens, 
the greater the effect. 
Trust us, an 18mm lens 
reverse-mounted on 
a 200mm makes for 
crazy magnification. 
The downsides: no 
autofocus or aperture 
control, and your lens is 
open to the elements. 


THE 

EXPERTS 

TOOL 


CANON MFEG5MMFZB 
1-5X MACRO LENS 

While a lens such as the Tamron will take you 
to a 1:1 magnification ratio, the Canon MP-E 
takes things a step further - or rather five 
steps further, offering a massive 5:1 ratio. So 
while a standard lens might let you make out 
the compound eye of a bee, the MP-E will 
go in close enough that you can count how 
many facets each eye has. Not that we can 
think of any reason why you'd want to do 
that. The downside? It's a tricky, fiddly thing 
to get right: you'll need a tripod, a flash and 
lots of patience. But arm yourself with those 
tools and you'll have the keys to a new world. 
$1 739 - canon.com.sg 


These work in the same 
way as UV or polarising 
filters, screwing on to 
the front of your lens 
and helping it to focus 
more closely; stack 
several together to 
increase the effect. Use 
them on a telephoto 
lens and you’ll reach 
that magic1:1 ratio. 

You retain exposure 
and focusing control, 
but images are often 
softer than they would 
be with a macro lens. 


These hollow tubes sit 
between the camera 
and the lens and make 
the lens behave like a 
macro. The advantage 
is that you shouldn’t 
see any loss in image 
quality. However, they 
reduce the lenses’ 
effective aperture by 
a few stops, which will 
increase the amount 
of light you need, and 
while connected you 
won’t be able to focus 
on distant objects. 



Pictures RGB Digital, flickr, com/Joshua Mayer, flickr.com/Gemma Stiles, flickr,com/amira_a ,flickr,com/ektogamat , flickr,com/marc_strummer] 
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ILIVENUPYQUR 
WALLPAPERS 


Live wallpapers are nothing 
new, but what if you'd like to 
turn any GIF or cinemagraph 
into your smartphone's new 
homescreen background? 

If you're an Android user, 

download AnimGif Live 
Wallpaper 2 ($1.99, play.google. 
com). Load your favourite GIFs 
onto your SD card, open them 
in the app's settings and select 
‘image fitting mode'. 

Options for iPhones are a bit 

more limited. Though we don't 
recommend jail-breaking your 
device, GlFPaper (cydia.saurik. 
com) is for those who have 
already taken the leap. 

Prefer your waiipapers to be 

stunning-but-static satellite 
imagery? aerialwallpapers. 
tumblr.com has a fine selection 
of resized snaps from the likes 
of NASA and Airbus. 


LAMP INTO AN 
iPADMDUNTi 


This simple lamp moonlights as 
an outstandingly lazy bedside 
k accessory, with these simple 
’ tweaks from ikeahackers.net 
- see bit.ly/ikeaipadlamp 


Gather the three things you'll 
need: Ikea's Tertial Work Lamp 
($15, ikea.com), a mini camera 
tripod, and a tablet holder with 
a tripod mount. 

Remove the iamp’s head and 

the swivel head from your 
tripod. Now add a machine 
screw to the lamp's plastic 
collar (which previously held 
the pinion) and install the knob. 

Insert the machine screw 

into the base of your tripod 
and tighten. Finally, attach 
your tablet holder to the tripod 
head, and recline as if you're in 
business class. 


Pimp your overflowing inbox 
with these upgrades: 

Meed a backup of you- Gmal? 

Use Google Takeout (google, 
com/settings/takeout). Or 
to create a searchable local 
archive, download Postbox 
(postbox-inc.com) or 
Thunderbird (mozilla.org). 

Just committed a ‘reply all’ 
clanger? It's too late, unless 
you've been into the ‘Labs' 
section in Gmail's settings and 
enabled ‘Undo Send'. It plucks 
recently sent emails and brings 
them safely home. 

If yfXJ find yom^elf typkig out 

the same messages in a kind of 
Gmail Groundhog Day, enable 
‘Canned Responses'. You'll now 
get the option to add tailored 
stock responses in the ‘new 
message' window. 


Cm* 


TUNE IN NEXT MONTH TO... 

• Discover the best techsperience days • Go on a 
voyage of microscopy • Become a master of drones 




[ Pictures geo-airbusds.com, flickr,com/nasa2explore ] 





stuff 




128 SMARTPHONES 


WWW.5tttff.tV 




2 g 


3 


Motorola Moto X 

After the Moto X, you won’t want to go back to any other 
Android. It’s smart, fast and beautifully crafted. Motorola’s 
software works together seamlessly to make your life 
that bit easier and its brilliant Moto Maker means a 
personalised top-spec smartphone like never before. The 
Motorola feels like it’s built for everyone, something made 
even sweeter by the price. It’s no budget Moto G, but it is a 
reasonable US$550 ($720) for the 32GB model. Who 
could say no to that? 


LGG3 

LG surprises us again. There's bareiy a singie thing wrong with the G3.,. and so, so 
much that's right. Upgrades range from sieeker back buttons to the bigger, better 
2K screen and iaser-assisted camera. And it stiii iasts 15 hours. How do they do it? 


4; I 


STUFF SAYS^ 

The first truly gorgeous, 
seriously-specced 
Android phone that 
puts you in control - it's 
brilliant 

★★★★★ 


$868 

★★★★★ 


Apple iPhone 6 

With its siim, deepiy attractive buiid and software overhaui, the iPhone 6 is the from $988 

freshest-feeiing iPhone in years, its iarger screen is big enough to be a usefui ★★★★★ 

improvement, with gorgeous coiours, and this is Appie's best ever battery. 


Sony Xperia Z3 Compact 

This is, without a shadow of a doubt, the best sub-5in Android phone around. The power $798 
of a fuii-size flagship, an exceiient camera and an impressive battery iife are aii crammed ★★★★★ 
into a device that's a pieasure to use no matter the size of your digits, impressive stuff. 


DAINTY HANDS 



9 


10 I 


HTC One M8 

Oniyjusttoppied by the new LG, HTC'sfiagship phone has enough power to take it to from $848 
the top of the AnTuTu benchmarks, it's a beaut to iook at and to use, and it's even got ★★★★★ 
a whoie ioad of Lytro-styie post-snap refocus features for photographic fun. 


Samsung Galaxy Note 4 

Samsung was first at the phabiet game, and with the Note 4 it's stiii the best. The ace $1088 

camera, Muiti Window feature and pressure-sensitive S Pen make proper use of the ★★★★★ 

extra screen reai estate. Pius, it has the iongest battery iife of any 2K phone we've tested. 


Eisiiaa 

RAW POWER 


Sony Xperia Z3 

The refined Xperia Z3 is the phone the Z2 shouid have been and every bit as good as that $998 

sounds, it's sieeker and easier to hoid, but with the same stunning screen, camera and ★★★★★ 

hi-res audio. Not to mention the incredibie battery iife. PS4 Remote Piay is due soon. 


OnePlus One 

Beiieve the hype. To get one of the best smartphones on the pianet, you don't need 
$1000 or $80 a month any more. You just need an invite, in terms of design, 
performance, screen and battery iife you simpiy can't get better than this for anywhere 
near $400. 


from 

US$299 

($390) 

★★★★★ 


VALUE FOR 
MONEY 


Samsung Galaxy S5 

Big, boid and stuffed with tech, the Gaiaxy S5 is a bona fide superphone that wiii $838 

deiight Samsung fans, aithough it has some very stiff competition, it has a faster ★★★★★ 

processor, a siightiy bigger screen and a more soiid (if not quite styiish) feei than the S4. 


XIaomI Redml 

Doiiar-for-doiiar, this is undisputediy the best Android phone you can get for your $169 
money. At Just $169 without contract for exceiient performance, soiid hardware, and ★★★★★ 

the gorgeous MiUi, you'ii be hard pressed to find a reaiistic aiternative. 


VALUE 


128 SMARTPHONES 

Jl 


WWW.5tllff.tV 


• Prices quoted are for handset only unless otherwise stated 






www.stuff*tv 


TABLETS 129 




N 


2 

3 



5 


SB 




Apple iPad Air 2 

The iPad Air didn't reaiiy need to be thinner, but that 
doesn't mean 6.1mm isn't mighty impressive. This 
combines with reassuring weight and impeccabie buiid 
quaiity to make this the most desirabie tab on the pianet. 
Whiie the dispiay is the same Retina resoiution as before, 
ciever screen tech brings the pixeis cioser to the surface, 
and the whoie experience is even faster than before 
thanks to the new ASX chip. Basicaiiy it's the best tabiet in 
the worid made even better. 


STUFF SAYS 
Thinner, lighter and 
mightier: Apple's iron- 
fisted reign at the top of 
the tablet charts 
continues unabated 
fror-i 

★★★★★ 


Apple IPad Mini 2 With Retina Display 

The iPad Mini 3 is out now but aii it adds is Touch iD. The good news is that the Mini 2 is 
now down to $408, which is frankiy bargain-tastic. That's why the 'oid' modei stays in 
our Top 10 - if you're after a mini-tabiet of reai quaiity, your choice has just got easier. 

from $408 
★★★★★ 

Samsung Galaxy Tab S 10.5 

Samsung has biessed the Gaiaxy Tab with one of the best tabiet screens we've ever 
iaid eyes on, pius an impressive camera and some incredibie stamina - but there are 
performance niggies and Appie's tabiet app seiection is stiii far superior. 

$848 

★★★★★ 

- Microsoft Surface Pro 3 

f At iast, Microsoft has deiivered on the promise of the tabiet-cum-iaptop hybrid, 
it proves there's space in the worid for a design that's more productive than an 
iPad or Gaiaxy Note, but easier to hump around than a traditionai iaptop. 

from $1108 
★★★★★ 

1 Asus Transformer Book T100 

1 A stonkingiy affordabie tabtop with raw power, a neat design and great battery iife - 
perfect for Office on the go, thanks to intei's new Baytraii CPU. The 1366x768 screen 
is a good 'un too, with crisp text, great contrast and coiours that pop. 

from $599 
★★★★★ 

Google Nexus 9 

The design isn't as pristine, but this is a reai Android contender to rivai the iPads. You get 
the new Android 5.0 Loiiipop software, bags of power and a super-sharp dispiay. With 

12 hours of video piay and two front-facing speakers, it'ii be a great fiim buddy. 

US$399 

($530) 

★★★★★ 

Sony Xperla Z3 Tablet Compact 

A siim, iight and reiiabie couch or commute companion, with a screen that iooks briiiiant 
despite being 'oniy' Fuii HD. The waterproofing may sway peopie away from choosing 
an iPad Mini and every gamer's eyes wiii iight up at the mention of PS4 Remote Piay. 

from $598 
★★★★☆ 

Samsung Galaxy Tab S 8.4 

Samsung's superb screen, design, performance and a wider seiection of optimised 
apps mean that against many other Android tabs it's stiii a winner. However, the new 
iow price for the iPad Mini 2 makes the Gaiaxy Tab S 8.4 iook rather pricey. 

$598 

★★★★☆ 

Nvidia Shield Tablet 

1 This reaiiy is the uitimate gaming tabiet. The Shieid's sheer power and gaming smarts 
[■ are incredibie, with a consoie-quaiity controiier and the option of seamiess streaming 
from your PC. Aii it needs now is more made-for-Shieid games... iots more. 

US$299 

($400) 

Google Nexus 7 

The Nexus has moved further ahead of the Android pack by virtue of getting an 
update to OS 4.4 KitKat. it's now smoother, faster and more battery-f riendiy than 
ever, whiie its 323ppi 1080p screen and quad-core power stiii impress. 

from 

US$229 

($300) 

★★★★★ 


MAGAZINES 
AND MOVIES 


WORKING 

ANYWHERE 


GAMING 
ON THE GO 


•mtvyA 

VALUE AND 
PERFORMANCE 
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AXS m-Station 

No longer will you have to queue at actual AXS machines 
- which seem to only have a queue whenever you have 
things to pay - and you can use just one app instead of 
seven. AXS m-Station lets you pay for all your bills, fines, 
and fees all from one place via eNets, and will even save 
past payments for added convenience. 


STUFF SAYS 
A real time-saver, this is 
the only bill payment app 
you'll need 

For : Andoid, iOS 

★★★★★ 
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HungryGoWhere 

With its huge database of over 11,000 toodjoiits and counting, the definitive food app 

1 al 5 o has tried and tested reviews from its many years active. Activate to see what's 

1 near you and even make reservations via the app itself. Handy for the hungry. 

$free 

★★★★★ 

U«]:l 

ANOROiO 

OS 

WINDOWS 

PHONE 

Popcorn 

Gathering inforn^tion from GV. Cathay, and Shaw cinemas in one convenient 
location, you can watch trailers, search for showtlmes, book tickets, and even get 
notifications when a new movie you've been waiting for hits the big screen. 

$free 

★★★★★ 

fi«n 

ANDROD 

iPHONE 

GrabTaxi 

If you need a taxi dispatched to you in a matter of miriules,GrabTaxi is the best app to 
go With, ft shows you the taxis nearest to you, and once you get details of a driver, 
tracks the taxi as it makes its way lo you. 

$free 

★★★★★ 

fini 

ANDROID 

iOS 

Uber 

Ever wanted to be chauffeured around? Reauest a ride, and one of the growing 
number of Uber drivers will pick you up wit bin minutes, can even choose the level 
of luxury you want with the d^eaper Uber X or upper - tier Uber VIP, 

$free 

★★★★★ 

ANDRQD 

iOS 

Burppfe 

St art a Burpple accoimt and you'll ffnd yourself in the embrace of like-minded people 
- food lovers. Just like Instagram except that it's about all things culinary, browse this 
visual guide to the places you must eat at, and the calories that truly count. 

$free 

★★★★★ 

Eia 

ANDROID 

OS 

WINDOWS 

PHONE 

Entertainer 

Save a ton of money with this app and redeem major one- tor-one deals at a wide range 
of top reslourants and activities in Slrgapore. as wdl as luxury hotels across Asia With 
over 1000 deal vouchers available, it 11 pay for itself in no time. 

$free 

(from $19 a 

month) 

★★★★★ 

ANDROID 

iPHONE 

ComfortDelGro Taxi Booking 

Ever non registered users can book a taxi with thdr current location determined by 
their smartphone GPS, But of axirse, there are perks being a neglstered user - it saves 
your last three pick up tocatbns so you can make a booking even faster. 

$free 

033 

ANDROID 

iOS 

l-SNow 

Braugh t to you by the fdks th at do 1- S W ^gazine, this city guide tells you all about what 
to do and where to be, featuring every thing f ron t upcoming events to new plac^ to 
check out. It also pljIIs news so you car stay up to date with what's happening. 

$free 

fi«m 

iPHONE 

8 Days Eat 

Get the lowdown on your favourite celebrities best -loved haunts, or search for places 
according to cuisine, location, price and even mood. It's updated weekly to gve you the 
latest in the food scene toa 

$free 

T?«Til 

ANDROID 

iOS 
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Sonos multiroom system 

Who needs to drill holes and re-plaster walls to get a 
multiroom music system? Not you. With the addition of the 
cracking little Play:1 ($349) Sonos has made it easier than 
ever to start spreading your tunes around. Then maybe 
hook up a Connect to your existing hi-fi and router, and add 
speakers to a ConnectiAmp in another room, or a SUB for a 
bass boost. You’ll run out of rooms before you run out of 
options. For a further upgrade, the Arcam rSeries SonLink 
DAC works a treat with the Connect. 


STUFF SAYS 
Infinite music in every 
room without the need 
for custom installers? 
Sign us up now, please 




45.* 
7 L 
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Nairn Mu*so 

£B95 ($1840) for a wircfess speaker?! Well yes^ but what a wineless speaker It is. Nairn 
" has pbughed all of Its higl>erci hl-fl experience Into delivering a beautifully made, 
giTJOt sounding device with AirPlay, Spot if y Connect and aptX Bluetooth all on board. 

$868 

($1840) 

★★★★★ 

HSlEil 

ONE-BOX 

Wl-Fl HI-FI 

Monitor Audio AIrstream S200 

It may look a bit like a floppy skyscraper, but the Monitor Audio's Bluetooth-plus-AirPlay 
speaker makes a lot of sense, mostly because it takes up very little shelf/desk/table 
space but makes loads of lovely noise. It's a bit of a steal at £200 ($410). 

E200 

($410) 

★★★★★ 


, Cambridge Audio Go 

f hen? are loads of very cheap Bluetooth speakers ait there, hut we reckon it's worth 

I spending th at lit tie bit more to get something that's realty good “ and that 's the Co . 

It sounds sfwesome, it's really nicely built and its battery lasts a massive 18 hours, 

$288 

★★★★★ 

PICNIC PARTIES 

Bluesound multiroom System 

. Fancy a bit of Sonos-style multiroom but with better-than-CD-quality sound thrown 

1 in? You want a Bluesound. There are all-in-one speakers, adapters for your existing hi-fi, 
and a Vault that rips and stores all your CDs. All can handle high-resolution audio. 

from $649 
★★★★★ 

, Audio Pro Addon T10 

1 Available in orange, white or black, the Addon T10 is a Bluetooth speaker that also has 

T analogue inputs and a USB socket for charging your MP3 player. Sound-wise it's 
punchy and deep, with just a little too much bass. It sounds best in orange, obviously. 

£280 

($575) 

★★★★★ 


Libratone Zipp 

A fuzzy, cylindrical, colourful AirPlay dock that will deliver detailed, punchy 360* sound 
anywhere at all, thanks to a built-in battery that gives it four hours of outdoor life. Direct 
Wi-Fi skills free you from cables, routers and everything but the boogie. 

$599 

★★★★★ 

ALFRESCO 

PARTIES 

Cambridge Audio Minx Xi 

1 It might not look all that fancy, but the Minx Xi is like that micro system you had at uni, 

* only it gobbles internet music rather than Rage Against The Machine CDs. Just add 
a pair of quality speakers (try Wharfedale Diamond 220s) and you've got a great hi-fi. 

£450 

($925) 

★★★★★ 


1 Q Acoustics BT3 

1 These ultra-versatile Bluetooth speakers have an optical input for waking up the 
audio of your flatscreen TV. The styling is simple and so is the sound - brilliantly 
so, with perfect hi-fi balance and an impressive focus to the stereo image. 

£350 

($720) 

★★★★★ 


SonyNWZ-ZX1 

The latest Walkman is a premium high-res audio player, and it's the best-sounding 
portable device we've ever heard: you'll notice parts of songs you never knew were 
there. We're not so keen on the high price and lack of expandable storage, though. 

$899 
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AKG K451 

They've actually been around a little while now, but what 
put the K451 on-ears back on to our radar was an official 
price drop from £150 ($310) to £70 ($145), and a real- 
world price of just £55 ($115) or less. For that money 
they're unbeatable - awesomely agile and punchy sound 
wrapped up In a subtly stylish and foldable design. Add 
both standard and three-button control cables for 
maximising compatibility and there's practically no excuse 
for not getting brilliant sound from your phone. 


STUFF SAYS 
Fantastic sound and great 
portability at an almost 
unbeatable price: the 
perfect PMP upgrade 
★ ★★★★ 
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Philips FIdelio Ml Mkll 

Your commute deserves a quality soundtrack, and second-generation Fidelio M1 
headphones give you precisely that. There's oodles of detail to the sound and 
— ' they punch harder than the Hulk. Beats and their ilk can't touch them. 

£180 

($370) 

★★★★★ 


^ SoundMagic BIOS 

This is actually the third version of SoundMagic's awesome, affordable in-ears - not 

1 i 1 1 1 thatyou'dtellby looking. They sound even better, though: a little smoother and more 

1 1 1 1 1 refined, with tight, weighty bass. Plus there's now a mic and button for smartphone use. 

£30 ($60) 
★★★★★ 


SonyMDR-EXeSOAP 

^ If you're prepared to pay a little extra for your in-ears, these Sonys are even better 

1 1 than the SoundMagics above. The sound is that bit bigger, a little more detailed and 

1 1 a little more grown-up, and if you don't like the brass finish there's a silver version. 

£60 ($125) 
★★★★★ 


Bose QuIetComfort 25 

The best kind of silence is the kind you then fill with sweet, sweet music, and that's 
what the QuietComfort 25s give you. The active noise-cancelling quells office 
hubbub, air-conditioning and aeroplane hum, and delivers cracking sound in its place. 

$529 

★★★★★ 

SHUTTING OUT 
THE WORLD 

Philips Fidelio M1BT 

1 M There's a comprehensive set of controls, while the dark blue-grey design is nicely 

understated - no Bose-esque sticky-out Bluetooth modules here. Cut the cords 
with style and substance: these are the best Bluetooth headphones around. 

$454 

★★★★★ 

GREAT SOUND 
WITH NO WIRES 

|\ AKG Y50 

The bright colour options (they're available in yellow, teal and red, as well as black) 
and massive logo have a slight try-hard feel about them, but the Y50s make up for 
it by sounding loads better than the more 'street' on-ear headphones out there. 

£80 

($165) 

★★★★★ 


Sol Republic Master Tracks 

j Really tough things are usually really ugly, which is why the lovely styling of the 
“virtually indestructible" Master Tracks headphones is so refreshing. Loud, punchy, 
fast and controlled, the sound is just as attractive as the design. Worth every penny. 

£100 

($205) 

★★★★★ 


Sennheiser Momentum 

Classily styled, cushion-comfortable and smooth-sounding, the Momentums are 
the perfect over-ears for the dapper man about town. There's also an on-ear version, 
smaller and cheaper at $229, available in pink, blue, green, brown and, um, 'ivory'. 

$369 

★★★★★ 


PSB M4U2 

Yes, the M4U2s have got great noise-cancelling, but that's only half the story. Using 
the built-in amp produces a sound that's almost unbelievably punchy, clean and 
exciting. They might be a bit heavy, but that audio quality really is worth the weight. 

$499 

★★★★★ 
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Samsung UA65F9000AK UHD 4K TV 

You won't have to fork out thousands of dollars to get a 
new TV when 4K content comes to town. Its f uturc- 
proofed Smart Evolution feature lets you purchase and 
attach a next-generation kit to boost the performance 
and compatibility of the smart TV for future 4K video 
standards. Now that's upping the ante. 


STUFF SAYS 
Upgrading your TV has 
never been easier. Just 
plug a new kit, and voila 
- instant TV with boosted 
hardware and better 
features 

★★★★★ 




3 


4|g 


6 









Samsung UA55H7000AK 

Striking a fine baiance between design and performance, this siim yet powerfui LED 
jj TV is a great centrepiece for your iiving room with its 1080p screen resoiution and 
^ simpie yet smart features. 

$3499 

★★★★★ 


T LG55LB750T 

1 LG's iatest fuii HD TV is armed with a modest 2.1 channei, 24W speaker that 

1 compiements the ciear and sharp imagery, it's aiso the first webOS-powered TV, 
i showcasing how smart TVs shouid be made. 

$3299 

★★★★★ 


1 LGLA9700UHD4KTV55ln 

8.3 miiiion pixeis on this LG uitra HD 4K TV wiii give your eyes a visuai treat. LG's 
upscaiing technoiogy, which anaiyzes data and enhances each pixei, deiivers a 

1 smashingiy, eye-popping viewing experience with your usuai fuii HD content. 

$6999 

★★★★☆ 


1 Samsung UA65F8000AK 

1 Armed with a quad-core processor to power its smart features, this smart TV from 
^ Samsung is a good-iooking beast, thanks to its siim 5mm bezei, crisp metai finish and 
* deep arc stand. Let its inteiiigent Viewing automaticaiiy optimise the picture. 

$8999 


jSonyKDL-55W800B 

1 Design is deariy a priority with this beautifui Sony dispiay. The LED panei and fuii HD 

5 resoiution wiii amaze you, but not as much as the oid-schooi user interface that'ii 

D make you feei right at home. 

$2999 

★★★★☆ 


LGLA8600 55ln 

[ Armed with an eiegant design and uitra narrow bezei, this LG fuii HD TV is so sieek you 
might mistake it for an actuai canvas on the waii. Motion biurring is removed with its 
* TruMotion 240Hz feature and its fiicker-free 3D giasses brings movie to iife. 

$4899 


1 Toshiba 39L3300VE 

1 This siim fuii HD TV deiivers an astounding 1080p viewing experience, for a fraction of 

1 the prices tagged to the iatest fuii HD TVs. Hook it up to your game consoie, and you 
get to hear and see its amazing Game sound and video mode. 

$899 


|SonyKD-55X8504A 

1 Weicome to the cheap end of the 4K uitra high definition (UHD) spectrum. The oniy 

1 caveat, is the iack of 4K content to piay with. That said, normai HD movies iooks just as 
" wonderfui, so the $5999 spent is Justifiabie. 

$5999 


|LGLN5710 42ln 

The best TVs are those that get the Job done, without diverging from its reai mission - 
J deiivering crisp and sharp fuii HD movies. This modestiy-sized (by TV standards) LG 
dispiay has the smarts to record TV shows within its 2GB internai memory. 

$1099 
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Apple MacBook Air 13in (2014) 

The 2014 MacBook Air update means, once again, our 
favourite oid iaptop is now our favourite new iaptop. 
Nothing’s changed on the outside, and under the skin 
there’s just a siight processor boost from 1.3GHz to 
1.4GHz, but combined with a price cut of £100 on each 
modei we’re stiii happy with that. The very top modei, 
which comes with a 256GB SSD, is nowjust under a 
grand, too. Head to stuff .tv for our full reviews of both 13in 
and Ilin versions. 


Apple MacBook Pro with Retina Display 13ln (2014) 

Choosing between Air and Pro is getting harder. Both now run on Hasweii chips, but the 
Pro is faster, with a 2014 processor boost. There's a 4K-capabie Thunderboit 2 port, 
and then that Retina screen, one of the most gorgeous you'ii see. Tough caii. 


Microsoft Surface Pro 3 

The fact that it's the oniy device to feature in two of our Top Tens is a testament 
to the Surface Pro's versatiiity: it's a strong tabiet, but its fuii-fat operating system 
and powerfui innards mean it's aiso a worthy adversary to Uitrabooks and MacBooks. 







Dell Cbromebook 11 

Weii-buiit, tough and powerfui: Deii has deiivered pretty much aii you couid want 
from a waiiet-friendiy Chromebook. its high-quaiity finish, soiid keyboard and 
responsive trackpad feei premium and it's a runaway success in our benchmarks. 


Allenware 17 

A brute of a machine in every way, the Aiienware 17 weighs as much as four MacBook 
Airs and probabiy frags harder than 10 of them. Core \1 Hasweii processor at 3.4GHz, 
Nvidia GeForce graphics, up to 32GB of RAM... our trigger finger's aiready itching. 


Lenovo Yoga 3 Pro 

The third entry in the Voga Pro line refines the iaptop/tabiet hybrid design with 
a power -sipping new Intel Core M processor pins slimness and style to make even 
the MacBook Air look worried. And you can stand it up Bkea tent, if you want. 


Asus C200 

The holy gral of laptop battery life is 10 twiurs. and Asus's C200 Chromebook misses it 
by V minutes. That’s as gcxsd as we've seen from a MacBook Air costing five times as 
much. There are more powerful Chromebooks, but this one just keeps on going. 


Acer Aspire S7 

The Aspire S7 is almost the perfect Ultrabook - it matches the MacBook Air for weight, 
beats it for slimness by 6mm, and has a gorgeous 2560x1440 touch-friendly screen. 
Only its battery, which lasted a mere 5hrs on test, prevents it getting that fifth star. 


Toshiba CB30-102 

Although this Chromebook only includes 2GB of memory, it wowed us with its 
incredible performance. It's able to juggle the web's most demanding sites without 
any lag or stuttering and its appealing larger screen makes it well suited for media. 


Acer Aspire Switch 10 

A Windows laptop and 10.1-inch tablet for Just $549? This seriously flexible bundle 
is Asus's best hybrid yet. Only a bit heavier than a MacBook Air, the square-edged 
ergonomics and battery life are issues, but as a whole package it makes a lot of sense. 


STUFF SAYS 
It’s not a major upgrade, 
but Apple has improved 
the Air’s already awesome 
spec and lopped £100 off 
the price 


from $1688 
★★★★★ 

Emssi 

RAW POWER 

from $1291 

(with Type Cover) 

★★★★★ 

RAW POWER 

FROM 

US$279 

($365) 

★★★★★ 

RAW POWER 

from 

$3299 

★★★★★ 


from 

$2299 


from 

US$179 

($235) 

★★★★☆ 


from 

$2198 


£220 

($450) 


$549 
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Apple iMac 

Other than regular power upgrades and a bit of slinriming, the IMac has been largely 
unchanged for a while, but it does now run Apple's lovely Yosemite OS. There's also 
now a more affordable version and an eye-wateringly expensive 4K model. 


1 







ALbROUNO 

BRILLIANCE 


Sapphire Edge VS8 

This mini-PC may look like the Terminator's lunchbox, but it houses AMD's 1.6GHz A8 

APU and dedicated HD7600G graphics with 4GB of RAM. A capable little fellow, the VS8 
even does a decent job with the latest gaming titles (with the detail dialled back a little). 



from $699 
★★★★★ 

COMPACT 

POWER 

Alienware X51 (2014) 

I The X51 hasn't changed a huge amount, but the wee size matched with powerful 
components make it perfectly suited to HD gaming. Steam Machines are going to 
liven this market up but right now it's the best balance of power and form in PC land. 

from 

$1699 

★★★★★ 

j Raspberry PI Model B+ 

1 It's a fully functioning PC that's barely bigger than a credit card, and now it's a little more 

1 flexible than before thanks to two extra USB ports and better power management. 

^ Don't expect a 'proper' computer - this is for tinkerers after a fun new project. 

from $45 
★★★★☆ 

ZotacZBOX Sphere 01520 

About the size and shape of a cannonball or cantaloupe, this striking sphere will 
certainly draw attention. For media playback it's perfect, but high-end gaming is 
a no-go due to low frame rates. However, even in full swing it barely raises a decibel. 

$659 


GAMES CONSOLES 




Sony PlayStation 4 

It may not quite be the finished article, but this is the best games machine on the planet. 
It has whisper-quiet operation, a sleek form and bags of power, with full 1080p on all 
titles and not a whiff of lag. When proper media streaming arrives, it'll be unstoppable. 


★★★★★ 



Microsoft Xbox One 

This is very different to the Xbox One of 2013. Most significantly, the unpopular Kinect 
feature is now out of the deal, allowing Microsoft to drop the price and releasing enough 
extra power for developers to make their games look and play better. 


from $639 

★★★★★ 



4 

5 



Alienware Alpha 

It's not quite a PS4 or Xbox One-beater, but this is the most console-like PC there's 
ever been. Steam is the main interface, but it runs on top of Windows for maximum 
game compatibility, and performance is very impressive. 


from 

US$500 

($675) 


a Nintendo 3DS 

The 3D effect may be a gimmick that hasn't paid off, but put that to one side and the $309 
3DS is still the king of the portable games machines. The XL is the biggest version 
yet, and there's now a massive catalogue of inventive dual-screen games to play. 


Nintendo WII U 

While it hasn't has the same impact of the original Wii, don't underestimate the Li's $459 
fun factor. Nintendo's bottomless bag of superb game franchises rolls on with the 
excitement of Morio Kort 8, with its anti-gravity karts and submarine racing. 


TOP FIVES HOME COMPUTERS / CONSOEES vs 
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Pebble Steel 

Unveiled at CES 2014, the Steel keeps the straightforward 
looks, crisp display and five-day battery life that helped the 
standard Pebble win our hearts. But it holds more RAM, 
apps and customisable faces this time, and swaps the 
plastic for either a ‘Steel’ silver or matte black stylish suit, 
making it look and feel more like an actual watch. The Steel 
goes beyond the gimmicks and into the world of real-world 
wearable tech. Pop it on your wristwear wish-list. 


FItbit Flex 

The Flex delivers all of Fitbit's activity-tracking smarts but in a form factor that's less 
fiddly than its belt-clip counterparts. It's packed with Bluetooth, NFC, vibratamotor and 
an LED display. See also the new FItbit Charge, with a full display, for £30 more. 


Jawbone UP24 

Now with Bluetooth for hassle-free syncing, the stylish UP24 is worth the extra 
£25 over the Jawbone Up. The app introduces new challenges and tracks your sleep 
patterns. It will also gently nudge you, if you're lazing around, to get back on the move. 


Motorola Moto 360 

With its iconic, head-turning design, this could be the first wearable you will want to 
wear. The Moto 360's our favourite and most comfortable Android Wear watch so far, 
but the battery might make you anxious and it's a few specs short of brilliance. 


Philips Hue 

Pair these smart LED bulbs with 'necpes^ on ifttUom - set them to change cdour 
with the weather or when it's time to run to the train. They also tie Ir with Phifips' 
own AmbHight TVs. casting the colours from the screen across your entire room. 


Roku Streaming Stick 

‘Streaming Stick' tells you all you need to know, really: this is a stick, and it streams. It 
streams plenty, too - Netflix, iPlayer, Spotify, Sky Now and Sky Go to name a few. And 
unlike Chromecast, it's also a dab hand with your own video and music files. Lovely stuff. 


LG G Watch R 

This circular smartwatch won't win any beauty contests, but that's about its only 
flaw. The G Watch R's plastic OLED screen has deep blacks, sharp text and good 
visibility. Its battery easily lasts a day and a half, and using it is a smooth experience. 


Google Chromecast 

This USB memory-stick-sized cord-cutter is compatible with Netflix, YouTube, 
Google Play movies and BBC iPlayer: a cheap, simple way of getting web-sourced 
movies and shows onto your living-room TV. 


Samsung Gear Live 

Could it be fourth time lucky for Android Wear? A waterproof 1.63in Super AMOLED 
screen, a resting heart monitor and a growing selection of apps all say yes. Its pitiful 
one-day battery life lets it down, though. 


TomTom Multi-Sport Cardio 

The new version of the TomTom Multi-Sport adds an impressively accurate heart-rate 
sensor to an already strong formula, allowing for more focused and personal training. 
It'll track runs, cycles and swims, and the companion app is also much improved. 


STUFF SAYS 
The best smartwatch 
money can buy... and the 
original plastic Pebble is 
still available for £50 less 

★★★★★ 


$129 

★★★★★ 

TRACKING 

YOUR LIFE 

$249 

★★★★★ 


US$250 

($325) 

★★★★★ 


from $89 

★★★★☆ 


US$40 

($50) 


$398 


US$25 

($33) 


US$200 

($260) 


$499 

TRIATHLETES 

IN TRAINING 
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TOP FIVES CAMERAS 




SLRs 



Olympus OM-D E-M1 

The Olympus flagship is armed with the same excellent 16.3MP sensor as its 
predecessor the E-MS, but has an improved autofocus system, a startlingly good 
electronic viewfinder and masses of direct controls. Also look out for the E-M10. 


★★★★★ 


Canon EOS 700D 

I Look, it's a new Canon at No2. No, wait, it's the old one. Actually, it's kind of both. The 
700D is a minor upgrade over the 650D, keeping its 18MP sensor, flip-out touchscreen 
and autofocus during video and adding little beyond a new kit lens. Still great, though. 

$799 

(txxJyonW ALL-ROUND 

★★★★★ VALUE 

Sony A6000 

I Sony's new system camera may be tiny but it packs a big photographic punch. There 
may be no optical image stabilisation but the incredible speed and accuracy of the 
A6000's autofocus is a real highlight, as is its large, clear electronic viewfinder. 

$1099 

ftXKlyonly) 

★ ★★★★ 

Nikon D750 

r It's big and bulky, but otherwise this is one of the most comfortable and intuitive 

I DSLRs money can buy. And with a handy tilt screen and some wireless connectivity 
f features, there's none of the purist snootiness that we saw in the D810. 

$3079 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 

Sony A7R 

We love this camera. It's lightweight but tough and delivers results that outstrip pretty 
much any other compact system camera on the market. It has a huge full-frame 36.4MP 
sensor and noise-suppression. Your wallet might weep, but your photo album will sing. 

$2799 

(bcKty Only! 

★★★★★ 


COMPACT CAMERAS 




SonyDSC-HX60V 

2014's HX60 isn't a huge departure from its predecessor in terms of its build quality, 
ease of use, specifications and 30x zoom lens - all of which are excellent. What it 
does add is NFC and a newer Bionz X processor, making it a slightly nippier performer. 


★★★★★ 




SonyDSC-RX100 III 

If you're looking for the best tiny snapper around, this is it. Excellent image quality, 
fast autofocus, a useful electronic viewfinder and professional video recording, all 
squeezed into a truly teeny package that'll fit into your jeans pocket. We're smitten. 

$1199 

★★★★★ 


Fujifllm FInePlx X100S 

Fujif ilm's souped up its fixed-lens retro shooter, with faster focusing and a big APS-C 
sensor. It's not all new, though, keepingthe 35mm-equivalent f/2 lens and hybrid 
viewfinder from the X100. A less retro version with black finish is now available too. 

$1799 

★★★★★ 


Canon PowerShot G16 

The G16 packs a lot into its sturdy body: optical viewfinder, loads of manual controls 
and an f1.8-2.8, 28-140mm (equivalent) zoom lens. Upgrades over the G15 include 

Wi-Fi and faster burst shooting of up to 12fps, while image quality is as good as ever. 

$699 

★★★★★ 


Nikon Coolplx AW120 

The ultimate rugged camera: almost indestructible, and fit for temperatures as low 
as -10°C, it will even survive a rinse cycle in your dishwasher. The AW120 also takes 
lovely pictures and impressive video in both good lighting and dimmer conditions. 

$469 

★★★★★ 

DCTFJEME 

EXPLOITS 


WWW, Stuff .tv 


TOP FIVES CAMERAS w 







■ omeone’s been watching C5/ again. 

Nah, for hangover-friendly drama it's 
got to be Cold Cose. Anyway, this isn't 
ludicrous CS/ tech where detectives 
zoom into an image of the victim's cornea to 
find the murderer's reflection. This is based on 
real gadgets, namely the Oculus Rift. For years, 
police have been 3D-scanning crime scenes 
in meticulous detail using lasers. The trouble is, 
those details are usually then presented to juries 
on 2D paper. So the University of Zurich has 
made a prototype ‘Forensic Holodeck' to plug 
the gap (and make courtrooms more fun). 


That’s not fair, I’ve already done jury service... 

Well, you'll have to buy an Oculus Rift with a copy 
of Old Bailey VR and its Magistrate Mayhem 
expansion pack. The tech isn't quite ready for 
'crime-time' anyway. So far there's been one 
reconstruction of a shooting with this setup, 
which uses a Rift, an optical tracker, a laser 
scanner and Autodesk software. The tracker 
measures the wearer's position, letting them 
walk around the crime scene and experience 
another person's line of sight. Handy if there are 
doubts about whether the witness could see 
the suspect. Cue gasps and a faintingjuror. 


This Isn’t Judge Judy. Since when were games 
consoles admissible evidence? 

Since they became accurate enough to help 
make super-informed decisions. Take bullet 
trajectories - not that easy to get your head 
around when they're a line on a bit of a paper, 
but see them in a virtual 3D environment 
and suddenly you're Columbo. The prototype 
was based on footage captured by CCTV at an 
internet cafe, where seven shots were fired. The 
accuracy needs to be fine-tuned, but it won't be 
long before you're cancelling your holiday to do 
Jury service, rather than the other way round. 
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TRUE WARRIOR 

TRUE GiflMER-TRUE STYLE 


COMPETE IN TRUE STYLE 

Gamers shouldn’t need to have complicated 
equipment. The PROLiNK* PM690Q3 Fulvus 
comes with 2400DPI speeds, a comfortable 
ergonomic design and a 7-colour breathing 
LED that makes the competition looks 
yesteryear, 

Getjust what you need. Go ahead and impress 
the crowds with your performance. 


ComjHiibli: willi! 
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PERFORMANCE 

• 5 million clicks 

• 240Qdpi 

* Frimo rate up lo 3000 timts/sec 

* Tracking speed 28 inches/sec 


DESIGN 

• 7-color breathing LED 

• 6 buttons 

• 4-Level quick switch DPi button 

• Sackward & forward button 

• Cord grip to improve durability 


'■I • 

PH09003 

Illuminated 
Gaming Mouse 


Manufactured fay Fldi Int»m«ti0h*l IS) Pte Ltd. Email: MLevdlldo.com Tel: +4E 1887 OMt 
Service Center: ■lockli KMUiig Placo, Slngapon 3»TSi Technical Support: +4EA3E7 U4A 

Distnbuted by AceCem Tocnwneolu Hotline: +*l 4Z2f ZBf D / 7744 2741 
Sales Enquiries: intngh«n|flac«coin,ceiii«at 
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P&wGrShot Canon 



Where sophistication meets compact, superior quality is inevitable. 


Merging compactness with superb quality, the PowerShot G7 X charts new frontiers with its large, responsive 1 -inch CMOS 
image sensor, to deliver breathtaking image quality - even in low light situations. Coupled with its large f/1 .8 optics and 
9-blade aperture, you can cleverly accentuate images, including portraits with beautiful background blur. Meanwhile the 
versatility of a 1 80” tilting LCD touchscreen makes seifie shooting effortless. The PowerShot Q7 X - It’s simply empowering. 
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CMOS PiffilS I^OUU CCRTinED CraMlwShg 
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f Find usBt 

foccboolueom/BtfinpowtrtdBvCanonSG 
Canon Singapore Pbe. Uti 

For product enquiries: S799 BBSS (Mon-Fri: 8.30am - S.3Cpm) www canon.com. eg 
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